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Home Summary. 


—o— 

Covrt.—The Queen held a Drawing-room at Buckingham 
Palace on the 12th inst., for the first time since the death of 
the Prince Consort. It was very numerously attended. It is 
officially announced that the Prince of Wales will visit Ireland 
at Easter as the guest of the Lord Lieutenant.—Page 202. 

Tuer Casinet.—The office of secretary to the Poor Law 
Board has been accepted by Sir Michael H. Beach, and the 
vacant Vice-Chancellorship is filled by Mr. Giffard, Q.C. Four 
new peerages are announced. We now give a complete list of 
the reconstructed Ministry—Page 2(2. 

PaRLIAMENT.—In the House of Lords ‘there has been ‘no 
business of importance. In the Commons Lord Stanley has 
given a most eloquent and statesmanlike explanation of his 
policy regarding the Alabama claims ; the Scotch Reform Bill 
has been read a second time; Mr. Gladstone’s Bill abolishing 
compulsory Church-rates has passed through committee; and 
a four nights’ debate has taken, place on the state of Ireland. 
The Ministerial programme for Irelund includes an amended 
law of land tenure and the endowment of a Catholic University, 
but not the abolition of the Estabiished Church.—Page 202. 

PouiticaL.—It is considered certain that although Mr. 
Disraeli’s Irish programme may suffice for the time, the Irish 
Church must eventually fall. ‘The King of Prussia is spoken 
of as the probable. arbitrator on the Alabama question, should 
terms of arbitration be-agreed to. It is believed that the 
Abyssinia expedition cannot terminate before September, and its 
cost will certainly be far beyond the original estimate.—Page 206. 

GeNERAL.—The Navy Estimates show an increase of 
£201,000 on those of last year. An expedition is to go in 
search of the crew of the St. Abbs, alleged to be captives in cen- 
tral Africa. The new Millwall Docks have been formally 
opened. The scheme for amalgamating the two Operas has 
failed. Lord Derby’s health continues to improve. It is said 
that Lord Stanley will abolish the Foreign-office agencies, 

‘Tue Cures Misston.—Lord Stanley has announced his ap- 
proval of the Burlinghame mission, and his intention to enter 
into negotiations with Mr. Burlinghame “ on all matters affecting 
the Chinese Empire”—the treaty included. This decision has 
caused much surprise. A letter from Mr. Burlinghame to his 
Government is pubiished.—Pages 203, 213, and 217. 

Navau anpD Miuirary.—The Dwarf and Seagull, two more 
of the gunboats ordered last year for service in China, have been 
launched ; but we are informed it is not intended to despatch 
apy of them to China at present, or even to reserve them for 
that station. Officers will not in future be allowed consolidated 
allowances while on passage between China and Japan. It is 
reported that a naval officer has been appointed to organise a 
river police at Shanghai— Pages 212 and 217. 

Oxrruany.— We regret to announce the death of Mrs, Jardine, 
wife of Robert Jardine, Esq., on the 7th instant, in her 21st 
year. The deaths are also recorded of Sir Richard Digby 
Neave, Sir H. Floyd, Mr. Crosland, M.P. for Huddersfield, and 
the Dowager Lady Tichborne.—Page 214. 

Tse Hone Kone Association,—The London Committee will 
hold their first meeting to-day. 

TESTIMONIALS TO GENERAL CaveNaGH.—The testimonials to 
General Cavenagh from the residents in the Strwits Settlements 
were presented at a banquet on the 14th inst.—Page 219. 
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Foreign ¢ Summary, 


France.—The Press Bill has at last been carried, with but 
one adverse vote. It is pronounced a “ tissue of incoherencies : 
and contradictions.” Supplementary credits have been brought 
forward in the Legislature to the extent of 132 millions of 
francs for naval and military purposes.—Page 220. 

Norra GrerMany.—Prince Napoleon has left Berlin; it is 
now certain that he had a political mission. Riots have broken 
out in East Prussia, owing to scarcity of food. Some heavy 
ordnance lately sold by Government has been bought for ship- 
ment to China. —Page 220. 

Avsrria.—Prince Napoleon’s visit to Vienna is defersed until 
May. It is officially stated that the best understanding exists 
between Austria and Italy.—Page 221. 

Russia.—It is reported that the French Emperor will visit 
St. Petersburg in June. Famine still prevails in the Northern 
and Eastern provinces.—Page 221. 

Hotianp.—Mr. Limburg, Dutch envoy at Washington, will 
probably succeed Baron Bentinck at the Court of St. James’s. 
The struggle betwoen the King and Parliament still continues, 
and the result is uncertain.—Page 221. 

Papa Srates.—lhe state of the Pope's health causes great 
uneasiness. Seven new Cardinals have been consecrated, in- 
cluding Prince Lucien Bonaparte. It is rumoured that the 
object of this step is to secure Monseignor Bonaparte the next 
vacancy in the Papal throne.—Page 221. ; 

Unrrep States.—The Senate Court met on the 13th to try 
President Johnson, who is ordered to file an answer to the 
impeachment articles by the 23rd. Attorney-General Stanbery 
has resigned his post to defend the President. The Repub- 
licans have gained the elections in New Hampshire. ‘he 
impeachment trial has distracted attention from all executive 
nominations, and neither that of General McCiellan to Eng- 
land nor Mr. Cox to Vienna is likely to be confirmed. There 
is no further news regarding the United States mission to 
China.—Page 223. 


Commercial, 


—o— 

Money Market, &c.—Money is somewhat leas plentiful, and there is 
a gradual improvement in trade. The rise in Indian Exchanges has 
caused a revival of the demand for silver, and a considerable amount has 
been purchased for shipment to the East. The P. and O. Company have 
reduced their bullion freight to India 4 and to China and Japun } per 
cent. The property of the Labuan Coal Company has been sold for 
£7,500. Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank shares have risen £3 10s., 
owing to the declaration of a 12 per cent. dividend. The National Bank 
of India declares a dividend and bonus of 7 per cent. Manchester 
Markets firm at last quotations. 

Propuce Markets.—Tea: Prices for Congous are generally unal- 
tered, but Pingsuey Gunpowders, Imperials, and Young Hysons are 2d. 
per Ib. lower. Silk: The market has again become active, the demand 
running on the finer sorts. The rise is equal to 6d. The letters from 
France and Italy indicate a better European crop this year, but the stocks 
of China and Japan now here and afloat are likely to be cleared off. 
Cotton: The market has been excited and fluctuating, but a good business 
has been done at a slight advance, and prices remain firm at the close. 
Coffee: Without change; good Plantation firm, medium and inferior 
lower. Manila Hemp: Improved demand. Pepper: Quiet. Rice: Very 
dull. Sugar: Fair business in Manila. Tin: Straits, £91 10s. to £91 15s. 

Suierinc.—The Elizabeth Nicholson made the passage from Foochow 
in 90 days. Messrs. D. Lapraik and Co.'s steamer Quang tung was 
launched on the 10th. The casualties include the Pegasus, Como, Cym- 
beline, S. van Heel. 
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Home Fntelligence. 


THE COURT, &c. 


The Lord Mayor and Corporation of London, on going to Windsor to 
present the address of the Common Council with reference to the Fenian 
outrages, were received by the Queen, who was attended by the Princesses 
Louise and Beatrice, Prince Leopold, the Duchesses of Wellington and 
Athol, the Lord Chamberlain, and the Home Secretary. Her Majesty’s 
reply to the address was handed to the Recorder, but was not read. It was 
as follows :—" I thank you for your loyal and dutiful address. It fs grati- 
fying to me to receive the renewed assurance of your attachment to my 
throne and person. The sufferings which the late outrage brought upon so 
many of my innocent subjects moved my deepest sympathy. I feel confi- 
dent that in my endeavours to maintain the authority of the law and to 
repress such crimes I shall never fail to receive your cordial support.” 
Several members of the corporation had the honour of *‘ kivsing hands.” 

The anniversary of the wedding day of the Prince and Princess of Wales 
was celebrated on the 10th instant. Their Royal Highnesses gave a grand 
dinner at Marlborough-house. 

It is officially announced that his Royal Tiighness the Prince of Wales 
will pay a visit to Ireland during the Easter recess. His Royal 
Highness ‘and suite will be the guests of the Lord Lieutenant, and a 
series of grand entertainments will give additional brilliancy to the 
Viceregal Court. The principal object of the Royal visit is the installation 
of his Royal Highness as a Knight of the Most Illustrious Order of St. 
Patrick, for which purpose a grand chapter will be holden. During the 
stay of the Prince in Ireland there will be military reviews and spectacles 
on a large scale at the Curragh and in the Phenix Park, and Dublin Castle 
will be the scene of unusually brilliant festivities. 

The Court went into mourning for the late King of Bavarla on the 8th 
inst., and will go out of mourning to-morrow, the 19th. 

On the 12th the Queen held the first Drawing-room for the season. 
Her Majesty arrived at Buckingham Palace from Windsor shortly before 
twelve o'clock; and the arrivals commenced at an early hour in the after- 
noon. There was an extremely large attendance of the nobility, and also 
of Ambassadors, all anxious to greet Her Majesty’s first appearance in 
these great State ceremonials since the demise of the late lamented Prince 
Consort. The new presentations were also numerous. Her Majesty, who 
was accompanied by the Princesses Christian and Louise, appeared in ex- 
cellent health. 

At the Drawing-room the Queen wore a black moire antique dress, with 
train trimmed with crape and jet, and a diadem of opals and diamonds 
over a long white crape lisse veil. Her Majesty also wore a necklace and 
brooch of opals and diamonds, the Riband and Star of the Order of the 
Garter, and the Orders of Victoria and Albert and Louise of Prussia, The 
Princess of Wales wore a petticoat of white silk, with bouffants of tulle 
veiled in silver and fastened with knots of black and gold edged with 
silver fringe ; a tunique Marie Antoinette, and corsage of white poult de 
soie trimmed with silver and volant of fine Brussels lace; a train of black 
poult de soie edged with gold and silver fringe; head-dress—diamonds, 
featbers and veil; ornaments—pearls and diamonds, the Victoria and 
Albert Order, the Order of Catherine of Prussia, and the Danish Order. 
Princess Christian wore a train of white moire antique trimmed with 
Honiton lace, a petticoat of white silk trimmed with tulle and Honiton 
lace, and bunches of white roses; head-dress—diadem and feathers; 
ornaments—necklace and stomachet of diamonds; orders—Victoria 
and Albert, and Portuguese. Princess Louise wore a train of white satin, 
with petticoat of tulle over silk, handsomely trimmed with roulies of satin 
and fringe; head-dress—velvet bands ornamented with diamonds, feathers, 
and veil; ornaments, diamonds, Victoria Order and Order of St. Isabel. 

The Prince of Wales has returned the hospitalities of the Duke of Beau- 
fort by obtaining for the North Wiltshire and Gloucestershire sportsmen the 
gratifcation of a run with Her Majesty’s staghounds. The hounds were 
conveyed by special train to Tetbury-road station, on the Cheltenham 
branch of the Great Western Railway. Two favourite stags, ‘‘ Valentine” 
and another, were brought down for the occasion. A number of horees 
from the Royal stud also accompanied them. The Master of the Buck- 
hounds, Lord Colville, and several members of the aristocracy, who also 
came by the special, were met at the station by the Duke of Beaufort, 
Marquis of Worcester, and the principal members of the Badminton hunt. 
In about twenty minutes after “ Valentine” was uncarted the hounds 
were put on scent. After following some time towards Crudwell, the stag 
headed off to the left for Cherington, then for Frampton and Chalford 
Bottom, through Horsley, bearing for Stonehouse, and was ultimately 
lost in a wood at Frocester. On the huntsman making inquiries about the 
lost stag, he was informed by a shepherd that his master had shot it, 
thinking it was some wild animal. The man further added that the stag 
was not mortally wounded by the contents of the gun, but rushed into a 
pond close by. His master fetched a heavy hammer, and there despatched 
it. Soon after this conversation took place the Duke, Lord Colville, and 
several gentlemen rode up, and had the mortification of seeing the stag 
dead, and tied across the back of a pony. 


THE CABINET. 


No farther changes in the Ministry are announced, and the two posts 
vacant at the date of our last issue being filled, it may now be regarded as 
complete. The office of Parliamentary Secretary to the Poor Law Board, 
lately held by Mr. Sclater-Booth (now Financial Secretary to the Treasury), 
(after being offered to Lord Eustace Cecil, the member for South Essex, 
aad declined), was accepted by Sir Michael Hickes Beach, Bart., M.P. 
The Vice-Chancellor-ship vacated by Sir William Page Wood, now one of 
the Lords Justices of Appeal, has been conferred on Mr. George Markham 
Gifford, Q.C. 

The Queen has conferred the honour of Knighthood on Mr. William 
Baliol Brett, the new Solicitor-General. 

It is considered probable that_Mr. Disraeli will recommend Her Majesty 
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to confer upon the Duke of Athole the Thistle that is vacant by the death 
of the Earl of Rosebery. Although some of the contemplated peerages have 
been postponed, we have reason to believe that Sir John Trollope, M.P. for 
Lincolnshire, is amongst those whom Lord Derby has recommended to the 
Queen for a seat in the House of Lords. 

We annex a complete list of Mr. Disraeli’s Cabinet, in accordance with 
our custom on the occasion of Ministerial changes :— 
First. Lord of the Treasary Mr. Disraeli. 
Lord Chancellor Lord Cairhé. 


President of the Council wee sé Duke of MatIborough. 
Lord Privy Seal ws. ws nue ee Earl of Malmiesbary. 
Foreign Secretary aie, ie Stanley, 
Home Secretary es si ae i.. Mr. Gathorné Hardy. 
Colonial Secretary =... ose ae .. Duke of Buckingham; 
War Secretary... 9 0s we : w Bir John Pakington: 
Secretary for India... aoe ste ... Sic Stafford Northcote. 
Secretary for Ireland ... oe ase Lord Naas. 


Mr. G. Ward Hunt. 
Mr. H. T. Corry. 
Duke of Richmond. 
Earl of Devon. 


Chancellor of the Exchequer ... 
First Lord of the Admiralty ... ar 
President of the Board of Trade a6e ste 
President of the Poor Law Board _... ea 
Chief Commissioner of Works : Lord John Manners. 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster wee Colonel Wilson Patten. 
The following are not in the Cabinet. 

Postmaster-General ... ive Duke of Montrose. 
{ei G. J. Noel. 


eee eee 


Junior Lords of the Treasury ... soe 4 Sir G. Montgomery. 
Mr. H. Whitmore. 
Vice-Adml. Sir A. Milne. 
Rr.-Adml. Sir S. C. Dares 
Sir J. C. D. Hay. 
Rear-Admiral Seymour. 
Mr. C. Du Cane. 
Lieut.-Colonel Taylor. 
*** “UMr. Sclater- Booth. 
Lord A. G. Lennox. 
“° UMr. W. G. Romaine. 
Mr. Waddington. 
‘** [Sir James Fergusson. 
Mr. E. Hammond. 
“* (Mr. E. C. Egerton. 
Mr. Adderley. 
Sir F. Rogers. 
Earl of Longford. 
General Lagard. 
tte: Merivale. 


Junior Lords of the Admiralty 


Joint Secretaries to the Treasury 
Joint-Secretaries to the Admiralty... 
Under-Secretaries, Home Department 
Under-Secretaries, Foreign Department 


Under- Secretaries, Colonial Department 


Under-Secretaries, War Department ... 


Under-Secretaries for India :.. we 


Secretary to the Poor Law Board... 
Vice President of the Board of Trade... 
Attorney-General ae 
Solicitor-General ae see 
IRELAND, 


Lord Clinton. 

Sir Michael H. Beach. 
Mr. Stephen Cave 
Sir J. B. Karslake. 
Mr. Selwyn. 


eee eee 


erry 


Lord- Lieutenant 
Lord Chancellor 
Attorney-General 


Marquis of Abercorn. 
Mr. Brewster. 
Mr. R. K. Warren. 





SCOTLAND, 
Lord High Constable... ose ove .- Earl of Errol. 
Lord-Advocate ... oes * ses ww. Mr. E. 8. Gordon. 
Solicitor-General eve fs tee + Mr. John Millar. 
PARLIAMENT. 


—o— 
(The following is an epitome of the more important debates and proce 
since our last issue, the prefcrence being given to subjects of special interest 


to our readers. ] 
“HOUSE OF LORDS. 


—~o— 
‘SEELEY’S PIGS. 

(March 9th.) The Duke of Somerset moved for returns of the number 
of tone of iron ballast sold from the dockyards since January, 1867, in 
order to show that the charges against the Admiralty of waste of public 
motiey in using ballast as dockyard pavement were without foundation, 
and that the ballast was really only fit for the purposes to which it had 
been fof many years applied. 

“PERSONAL RATING.” * 

(18th.) The Doke of Arcyxt, having directed attention to the 
inconveniences arising out of the ratepaying clauses of the Reform Act of 
last year, tuted aside to refer to the terms in which Lord Russell had 
lately spoken of the Government as unworthy of confidence, and which, 
he remarked, were fully deserved. The only reply to his noble friend was 
a letter signed by the Premier, and published in the newspapers two days 
subsequently, and he thought the Conservative party were entitled to the 
credit of being exceedingly good-natured in enduring the process of eda- 
cation to which they had been subjected, and especially in forgiving the 
speech of Mr. Disraeli at Edinburgh. 

The Lorp CHaANceELttor, having explained the nature and effect of the 
ratepaying clauses of the Reform Act, administered a rebuke to the noble 
Duke for occupying the time of the House with criticisms upon what 
after all was only a post-prandial speech. He then animadterted with 
considerable force upon the charges which had been brought by Lord 
Russell on the occasion referred to against the conduct of Lord Derby's 
Government, and denied that these charges had either point or accuracy, 
and indignantly repudiated the conclusion which had been drawn by Lord 
Russell from his own unfounded and unsupported premises, 

Earl Russewu characterised the speech of the Lord Chancellor as emi- 
nently ingenious, though it had altogether omitted to answer the charges 
of the Duke of Argyll. The noble earl justified his charges against the 
Government and declared that their conduct with respect to Reform had 
been unworthy of high-minded statesmen. 

The Earl of MALMEsBURY complained, that under the pretext of putting 
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a question with respect to compounding for rates, Lord Russell had seized 
the opportunity to direct an attack without notice against persons who 
could not be present to defend themselves. It was unworthy of noble 
lords to make attacks which only a disappointed Opposition would think 
of conducting. He vindicated the conduct of Ministers, and argued that 
they had only at last succeeded in settling the Reform question by treat- 
ing it no longer as one of party politics, but by consulting the House of 
Commons itself on the subject of it own reconstruction. 

After some observations from Lords Grey and GRANVILLE, the Earl of 
Devon said the Poor-law authorities were fully alive to the serious nature 
of the change, and were anxiously watching its operation. His own 
opinion was, that they had not yet had sufficient experience to enable 
Parliament to decide upon the alterations that were necessary, but he 
believed it would be advisable to simplify the process by which the 
poorer class of householders were excused from payment of rates. The 
subject then dropped. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SS 


THE “ ALABAMA ” CLAIMS. 

(March 6th.) Mr. Suaw-Lerevre called attention to the failure of the 
negotiations for an arbitration of the Alabama claims. Disclaiming at the 
outset all desire to complicate future negotiations with the United States, 
he narrated at some length the history of the Alabama and the other 
Southern cruisers, which between them had destroyed more than 200 
American vessels, and dwelt on the bitter feelings which had been caused 
on the other side of the Atlantic by these operations, though he owned that 
a large portion of the loss had fallen on English insurers. Though there 
was no fear that war would ever arise between the two countries out of 
this question, it must inevitably complicate all future disputes, and it was 
therefore of the greatest importance that there should be a speedy settle- 
ment. He traced next, with equal fulness of detail, the diplomatic nego- 
tiations, beginning with Mr. Adams’s first complaint of the precipitate 
recognition of the belligerent rights of the South, of the remisaness of the 
British Government in permitting the escape of the Alabama, and Lord 
Ruszell's repudiation of the American claim on both points, down to the 
acceptance by Lord Stanley (whom, with his party, he sarcastically con- 
gratulated on the change of mind which office had caused) of arbitration 
on the Alabama claims, though coupled with an exclusion of the recogni- 
tion question. Having combated the argument that it was contrary to 
our dignity to refer such a question, he concladed by insisting strongly on 
the duty of this country to be the first to carry ont the Declarations of 
Paris. 

Lord STANLEY, in replying first to Mr. Shaw-Lefevre’s sarcasm, re- 
minded the House that neither he nor Mr. Disraeli had said a word during 
the war to prejudge its issue. Never professing to be a Northern par- 
tisan, he had held throughout that it was our duty not to interfere in a 
purely internal quarrel, and to treat both sides alike. No man had a 
stronger sense of the importance to both countries of a settlement of this 
and all other differences between them. But a tendency always to think 
ourselves in the wrong and to accuse ourselves of faults which we had never 
committed, and a readiness to make indiscriminate concessions whenever 
they were asked, were much to be deprecated. Our duty was to find out 
what was just, and to do it to the best of our power, not treating our 
adversaries as children requiring to be humoared, and incapable of appre- 
ciating arguments which bore against them. Premising that it was not 
his province to defend Lord Russell, he passed at once to the present 
aspect of the case, remarking that the state of it was this:—We had 
offered to refer our liability for the ravages of the Alabama, and the 
United States required that we should also refer the question whether we 
had rightly recognised the belligerent rights of the South. We had, in 
fact, conceded all that had been asked for at the commencement of the 
controversy, and if Lord Russell at the first had agreed to arbitration in 
the same shape as he himself bad, the question of recognition would never 
have been heard of. But he professed himself utterly unuble to decide 
what the two points had to do with each other. No one would deny that 
at some time of the war the South were entitled to be considered belli- 
gerents. Ifso, then at whattime? Surely if ever they were belligerents 
it must have been after their great military successes in July, 1861, when 
for a time they seemed to have the military superiority, and threatened 
Washington. But the Alabama did not escape until April, 1862, and 
how could our liability for that event be affected by the recognition 
having taken place six months instead of eleven months before? No 
Government had insisted more strongly on the sovereign right of a 
country to recognise the independence of another State than the United 
States, and in illustrating this Lord Stanley quoted passages from the de- 
spatches of American Ministers in reference to the proposed recognition of 
Hungary by the United States, and the admission of Texan ships into 
American ports. It did not, therefore, lie in the mouth of the United 
States to contend that we ought to be fined for exercising this discretion 
of an independent Government. Suppose the Southern States had achieved 
their independence, would they have been entitled to claim damages for 
our tardy recognition of their belligerent rights? And yet the two 
claims stood entirely on the same footing. Strongly impressing on 
the House that this was not a momentary question, but would set 
an important precedent, Lord Stanley recapitulated the grounds of 
his objection to Mr. Seward’s proposal. The question of recog- 
nition was irrelevant to the Alabama claims; it was a question 
of State policy, and not of legal obligation; the United States in 
parallel cases had distinctly refused any responsibility for a similar 
course; and, lastly, no arbitrator could be found who would undertake such 
an indefinite reference. What we had done was to recognise on the 18th of 
May a certain state of things as constituting a civil war, which Mr. Seward 
himself, in three public documents, dated 9, 12, and 16 days before, had so 
described, and which the Supreme Court had also declared to be a condition 
of war. If there was no war there was no blockade, and if there was no 
blockade, then the captures and condemnation of British ships for breaking 
the blockade were illegal. The rupture of negotiations had not come from 
us; but he did not in the least fear that the question could lead to war 
between the two countries, for opinion in America was visibly changing in 
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reference to this question of recognition, and no party in America would 
be insane enough to rush into a costly war in such a cause. No man 
could be more anxious to settle it than he, and whatever we might have to 
pay if the decision went against us—though our claims would amount to 
no inconsiderable set-off—would be cheaply spent in getting a settlement 
of these nice questions of international law. In conclusion, Lord Stan- 
ley intimated that there might still be a solation of the difficulty be- 
sides arbitration. Mr. Seward had thrown out hints of something in the 
hature of a general commission to which the claims on both sides should 
referred, and he had requested him to put the suggestion into a more 
formal shape. If the substance could be agreed upon, neither the Govern- 
ment nor the country would be disposed to stand too much on the form. 

Mr. W. E. Forster did not agree with Mr. Shaw- Lefevre that the nego- 
tiations had failed. There had been a hitch, but another solution might 
be found, and looking to the possible dangers to our commerce by leaving 
the question unsettled, he suggested that Lord Stanley should intimate his 
willingness to give indemnity for the past, if the United States would 
come to some understanding by which the ravages of future Alabamas 
might be prevented.—Sir. G. Bowyer argued that the neutral had as 
much right to sell a ship as any other article contraband of war. The 
belligerent’s remedy lay in his right to seize it ifhe could.—Mr. SANDFoRD 
took the same view of international law, and insisted that in assenting to 
arbitration Lord Stanley had established a very dangerous precedent. He 
suggested that Mr. Bright should be appointed to negotiate a settlement of 
these claims.—Mr. Miu suggested the appointment of a Mixed Commission 
to ascertain what damages the United States were entitled toclaim. ‘The 
very admission that we owed reparation would of itself settle the disputed 
point of international law.—Mr. GuaDsTong admitted that though Lord 
Russell had refused arbitration, Lord Stanley, in accepting it under al- 
tered circumstances, had not compromised the national honour. He pro- 
fessed himself quite unable to gather from Mr. Seward’s language how he 
meant to use the question of recognition, and, differing from Mr. Mill, he 
denied that we had in any way admitted that reparation was due. The 
very question to be referred to arbitration was whether we had been guilty 
of any laches, but if we were of opinion that we were in the wrong it was 
our duty to offer reparation without waiting for arbitration. In the 
same manner, he did not agree with Mr. Mill that our acknowledgment 
that reparation was due would settle the question of international law. 
That could only be done by an agreement between the leading nations. 
Expressing his gratification at hearing from Lord Stanley that the matter 
was not altogether closed, he promised to support him in the attempt to 
bring it to a satisfactory settlement. 

ARMY (INDIA AND THE COLONIES). 

(6th.) On the motion of Major Anson a select committee (the same as 
last session) was appointed to inquire into the duties performed by the 
British army in India and the colonies, and also how far it might be 
desirable to employ certain portions of Her Majesty’s native Indian army 
in our colonial and military dependencies, or to organise a force of Asiatic 
troops for general service in suitable climates. 

THE TREATY OF TIENTSIN. 

(6th.) Mr. Osporne asked the’ Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he would lay before the House copies of memorials addressed to 
Her Majesty’s representative in China on the Treaty of Tientsin by Eng- 
lish Chambers of Commerce and mercantile firms in China and despatches 
of Her Majesty’s envoy and chief superintendent consuls in China on the 
treaty and its revision. 

Lord Stantey: With regard to copies of the memorials there is no 
objection to produce them. They have been already promised, and will 
be ready in a few days. But the despatches are communications from 
the consuls, which, being still under consideration, cannot be produced at 
present. 

THE MALTA MAILS, 

(9th.) Sir G. Bowyer asked whether the Government would consider 
the delay which would be caused by the new mode of transmitting the 
mails to Malta.{ 

Mr. ScLater-Boors said the Government had already taken into con- 
sideration the delay occasioned in the transmission of the mails to Malta 
in consequence of the new arrangements with the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Packet Company. The Postmaster-General had arranged that, in 
addition to the Saturday’s mail from Southampton, a mail should be de- 
spatched on Tuesday, which would reach Malta in seven days. He was 
not aware what arrangement could be more convenient. 

THE CHINESE EMBASSY. 

(9th.) Mr. Ossorne asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if 
the appointment by the Chinese Government of Mr. John M’Leavy Brown 
(described in the Foreign-office List as Assistant Chinese Secretary of the 
English Embassy in China) to the post of assistant colleague of Mr. Bur- 
linghame, the new Chinese Ambassador, had been made with the con- 
currence of the English Envoy and Chief Superintendent in China; and if 
such appointment had received the sanction of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; and if Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment intend to enter into negotiations with Mr. Burlinghame, as chief re- 
presentative of the Chinese Embassy so appointed, respecting the Treaty 
of Tientsin. 

Lord STANLEY said the appointment in question was made with the 
concurrence of the British Minister in China. It was made in the first 
instance on Mr. Burlinghame’s own responsibility, but upon the matter 
being reported to him he had no hesitation, under all the circumstances of 
the case, in approving the steps taken. With regard to the latter part of 
the question, he could only say he was not aware at present what his in- 
structions were ; but if he arrived, as he presumed he would, duly accredited 
as the representative of China, he should be prepared to enter into ne- 
gotiations and discussions with him on all matters affecting the Chinese 
Empire. 

SIR MORTON PETO. 

(9th.) Mr. Power presented a petition from between 7,000 and 8,000 
inhabitants of Bristol, containing certain statements affecting Sir S. M. 
Peto, alleging that he was incapable of sitting and voting in Parliament, 
and praying that House to declare that the seat now held by him had 
been vacated, and to cause a new writ to be issued for the election of 


204 


THE LONDON AND CHINA EXPRESS. 


[Marcu 18, 1868. 








= 


another inember for Bristol in the place of the said Sir S. M. Peto, and 
to afford the petitioners such other redress as it might think fit. (Hear.) 
SEELEY’S PIGS. 

(9th.) Mr. Baxrer asked the First Lord of the Admiralty whether any 
part of the pig-iron ballast laid down or stored in the dockyards, and sales 
of which were estimated to produce £100,000 during the present financial 

as a naval ‘extra receipt,” had been sold, and, if so, how much and 
at what price per ton; and how many tons are still stored or laid down in 
the dockyards. 

Mr. Corry replied that the Admiralty had been unremitting in their 
endeavours to realise the expectations held out last year as to the amount to 
be realised from the sale of pig-iron ballast; but the Admiralty had re- 
ceived no offers which could be entertained, except for a small amount for 
experimental purposes, and the sum paid into the Exchequer in conse- 
quence of the sale only amounted to £63. (Laughter.) Perhaps this 
result might be partly attributed to the depressed state of the iron trade. 
(A laugh.) He would givea reply to the last question at a more conve- 
nient opportunity. 

THE SCOTCH REFORM BILL.—(SECOND READING.) 

(9th.) On the second feading of the Scotch Reform Bill, Mr. Hapr1xuD 
protested earnestly against an increase in the numbers of the House, and 
formally moved the rejection of the Bill, which was seconded by Sir 
Wriuiam Scort. 

Mr. Battie Cocurane held the concession of seven members to be very 
inadequate to the claims of Scotland, but warned Scotch members that if 
they rejected this Bill they would get no increase at all. 

Mr. SMoLuxr, premising that he accepted the Bill as an inevitable ne- 
cessity, proceeded to discuss its provisions and the question of Reform 
generally, in one of his amusing and caustic speeches. Illustrating his 
argument by its presumed operation in Glasgow and Edinburgh, he main- 
tained that the Bill would degrade the representation of the great towns, 
and criticised severely the grouping clauses, which he condemned as clumsy 
and ignorantly drawn, predicting that the Radical party in committee 
would so manipulate them that the Conservative interest in Scotland would 
not for the future return more than one or two members. After sketch- 
ing a portentous picture of the House of Commons of the future—a com- 
pound of elderly landowners, rich traders, working men, union delegates, 
and Fenian sympathisers, which would very soon be found amenable to 
corrupt influences—he wound up by an emphatic declaration that never- 
theless he had no fear for the safety (and invulnerability of the British 
Constitution. 

Mr. M’LareEn criticised the details of the Bill with much minuteness, 
condemning the rating clauses, and showing that they would operate in a 
disfrenchising sense.—Mr. M'LAGAN expressed great disappointment with 
the Distribution scheme. A great opportunity had been lost for rearrang- 
ing the borough representation, which might include a grouping of the 
small counties. Nevertheless, he urged his Scotch colleagues not to refuse 
this offer, and warned them that it would be found impossible to disturb 
the arrangement of last Session.—Colonel Sykes, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
Crum-Ewine deprecated opposition to the second reading, and, in answer 
to Mr. Moncrerr, Sir JAMES FerGusson intimated that the Government 
had never insisted that the additional members would be seven, and no 
more. It would be for members who thought that particular constituencies 
required additional representation to make out their case.—After some 
general observations from Mr. Rearpen and Mr. GRIFFITH, 

Mr. Laine asserted that the real independent and moderate Liberals of 
Scotland were disposed to accept the Bill on the condition that ten addi- 
tional members should be given to Scotland, that the Distribution scheme 
were amended, and that the creation of fagot votes should be prevented. 
He advised the Government to consider the propriety of making these 
concessions. These remarks provoked a strong protest from Mr. Eviice 
(supported by Mr. Kennarv and Mr. Craurorp), who maintained that 
the state of opinion in Scotland was diametrically opposed to Mr. Laing's 
view of it. 

The Lorp Apvocats, in winding up the debate, explained the rating 
clauses, and, while intimating that both the amount of increase and the 
mode of distribution were matters for committee, he pointed ont to those 
who demanded 25 members that 12 at least on their principles would have 
to be taken from Ireland—a suggestion which nobody bad been bold 
enough to make yet. The grouping scheme, he showed, was on the same 
principle as that of 1832.—Mr. HapFI£Lp withdrew his amendment, and 
the Bill was read a second time. 

THE STATE OF IRELAND. 

(10th.) Mr. Macuzrg, in a lengthy speech, abounding with passages 
of fervid declamation, brought on his motion that the House of Commons 
resolve itself into a committee, with a view of taking the condition and 
circumstances of Ireland into immediate consideration. Deprecating at 
the outset the treatment of the question in a party or sectarian spirit, he 
went on to sketch in the gloomiest colours a picture of the political and 
material condition of Ireland, comparing the country under the first head 
to Poland or a province of Turkey, and asserting that as far as Constitu- 
tional liberty goes the Irish have just now as much as the subjects of the 
Emperor of Moroceo or the King of Abysvinia. Protesting against the 
comparison between the years 1851 and 1868, from which it had recently 
been argued that Ireland is flourishing, for in the former year the country 
was but just recovering from the famine, he drew what he held to be a juster 
parallel between 1859 and 1861—from which he showed that there had 
been a large falling-off in the live stock of Ireland, that the acreage under 
cereals had diminished, and that the productive power of the country had 
gone back. The reason for this was that the farmers, by reason of the 
insecurity of their tenure, had lost heart, and had begun to hoard their 
money rather than put it into the land. They had begun to despair of 
the wisdom and honesty of Parliament and of statesmen, and discontent 
was rapidly growing into disaffection and alienation. These feelings had 
their root in the memories of past misgovernment and penal legislation, on 
which Mr. Maguire dilated with much warmth of indignation, maintaining 
that the system of misrule had been in part continued down to the present 





day. As instances of this he referred to the laws directed against the 


trade of Ireland, the fraud and corruption by which the Union was carried, 


the failure to keep the promises made at that time, and the delay of eman- 
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cipation and other remedial measures until they could only be refused at 
the risk of revolution. Of the present causes of discontent Mr. Maguire 
dealt first with the land laws, the injustice and iniquity of which he illas- 


trated from the records of eviction cases, and discussed the numerous Land 
Bills offered to Parliament, all of which, though good in some points, 
failed in this, that they contained no security of tenure. The land question, 
he asserted, lay at the root of Fenianism, and without the sympathy 
of the tenant class the conspiracy would speedily collapse. Protesting 


strongly that his desire was not to injure the landlord, but to protect the 


tenant against being swept out of the country, he pressed the Government 
specifically to explain their views on this question. Passing to the Church 


question, Mr. Maguire emphatically refused for the Catholic bishops and 


priests any share in the Church revenues, or payment by the State, and 
declared that nothing short of disestablishment and the disendowment of 
the Establishment, which they regarded as a badge of conquest, would 
He rejected, therefore, entirely Lord Russell's 
plan. Touching next cursorily on other suggested panaceas—such as edu- 
cation, Royal visits, and emigration, on the last he remarked that, with 
the embittered feelings and the desire for vengeance which the emigrants 
carried away with them, the Irish difficulty was not got rid of by being 
transferred to the other side of the Atlantic. But the panacea which he 
recommended in an impassioned peroration was to do justice, to legislate 
for the Irish people as they would legislate for themselves; and this alone 
he predicted would produce a better state of feeling, and would restore the 
prosperity of the country. 

Mr. Nzarte, who had given notice of an amendment—that the constant 
suggestion of extravagant and impossible remedies is the greatest obstacle 
to the pacification of Ireland—though he did not press it, remarked of Mr. 
Maguire's speech that it had contributed nothing towards the settlement 
of any question. He saw no reason why Irish landlords styould be specially 
selected for animadversion, for they really were more indispeusable than 
the English or Scotch landlords, and without them the real difficulties of 
Ireland could never be sarmounted.—Sir F. HeYGaTr moved an amend- 
ment that inquiry into the causes of alleged discontent ought to precede 
any constitutional changes, and argued that whatever disaffection existed 
was produced not within the country, but by external causes. Up to 
three years ago, when the end of the American war threw a number of 
restless adventurers into the Fenian ranks, Ireland, as he showed by 
numerous statistics, was making rapid progress both in trade and agricul- 
ture. Above all, he deprecated haste, rashness, and party feeling in deal- 
ing with the condition of Ireland.—Lord A. Cuinrox, who had given 
notice of a long resolution which he was not permitted by the forms of 
the House to move, laid it down as an axiom that Parliament ought to 
legislate entirely in accordance with the ideas of the Irish people, even 
though we in England might think they were mistaken.—After some re- 
marks from Mr. O’BerRng, who denied that Ireland enjoyed equal laws, 
and claimed for her the same privileges of independent legislation as the 
colonies possessed, 

The Earl of Mayo rose to state the view taken by the Ministry of the 
condition of Ireland, and the policy by which they proposed to deal with 
it. Not denying that mach disaffection and even disloyalty existed in 
Ireland, he pointed out that those feelings were confined to a much lower 
class than had ever before been known in similar times of discontent. The 
Fenian movement had produced no men of station and intellect like the 
Fitzgeralds and Emmets of "98, or even like the Mitchells and Daffys of 
48. The whole of the landed gentry—Roman Catholic and Protestant — 
all the classes largely interested in trade, and the professional classes were 
the most strenuous opponents of Fenianism. It was only among the 
smaller occupiers of land, the agricultural labourers, and the artisans of 
larga towns that it had any root. The real force of the movement lay 
in the United States, and if the connexion with the United States could 
be cut off for a few months the conspiracy would speedily collapse, for 
though there were large bodies of Irishmen in Australia and Canada 
Fenianism was entirely unknown there. Lord Mayo dealt next with 
various misstatements made both at home and abroad as a sort of excuse 
for the disaffection which prevailed ; and, first, to the assertion that Ireland 
was an oppressed country, misruled by Englishmen for their own benefit, 
he replied that if Ireland was tyrannised over, the tyrants were Irishmen, 
and he showed that the whole of the executive,—the bench, the municipal 
authorities, and the constabulary,—were Irish, and that a more excla- 
sively national Government was impossible. To the asserticn that the 
land of Ireland bad at one time belonged to the peasantry he replied that 
at every successive confiscation the ancient possessors of land had ia- 
variably emigrated, and that none of their descendants were left in the 
country. Finally, he combated, at considerable length—quoting numer- 
ous statistics—the statement that Ireland is a decaying country, and 
showed that during the present generation there has been a great increase 
in the acreage under cultivation (from 13,000,000 to 15,400,000 acres), in 
the value ot live stock (from £21,000,000 in 1841 to £50,500,000 in 1866), 
and in other agricultural produce. There had been a steady rise in rents 
and in the rate of wages, the roads had been greatly improved, railway 
communication had been extended, and more than £18,000,000 had been 
advanced from the Treasury for improvement purposes. As further tests 
of the improving condition of the country he cited the increase of the 
consumption of beer and spirits, and of the deposits in the Joint-Stock 
Banks, and laid considerable streas on the general diminution of crime and 
pauperism, and on the large extension of education. The increase of ton- 
nage in the Irish ports had been greater than in any other part of the 
United Kingdom, and, from his own experience, he disputed Mr. Maguire's 
assertion that the country towns of Ireland were decaying. He canvassed 
next the various plans put forward,—especially those of Mr. Bright, Mr. 
Mill, and Sir John Gray—for the creation of a peasant proprietary, deny- 
ing first of all, on the atrength of French, Swiss, and other Continental 
countries, that this would be a Conservative class imbued with any parti- 
cular respect for the rights of property. Passing on to the policy of the 
future, Lord Mayo, after discussing briefly the provisions and the fate of 
last year’s measure, intimated that he would next week bring in a Bill 
which, besides providing an easy means of securing compensation for im- 
provements, would increase the leasing powers of limited owners, and 
would also contain provisions for the encouragement of written contracts. 
This last announcement was received with considerable cheering from 
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- both sides, but a farther statement that it was proposed to institute a 
solemn inquiry into the relations of landlord and tenant pro- 
voked some laughter on the Opposition benches. But he justified the 
project by the ignorance and misconceptions which prevailed, and 
the misstatements which were made, and he asserted that without 
fuller information the question never could be completely or satisfactorily 
settled. In addition to this, on Monday or Thursday, he would bring in 
the Irish Reform Bill, and he hoped soon (for the Commission to which 
the subject had been referred was expected to report before Easter, to sub. 
mit a measure for the more efficient management of the Irish railways, 
The question of education was next touched on; and, first, as to primary 
education, Lord Mayo said it had been referred to a Royal Commission, 
which probably would speedily be able to suggest modifications of the 
present system, removing all objections, and setting the controversy at 
rest forever. Asto the University question, it was not intended to dis- 
turb the existing arrangements of Trinity College or the Queen’s Univer- 
sity; but as neither of these institutions commended themselves to the 
great mass of Irish Reform Catholics, it was proposed to confer a Charter 
on a new Catholic University, the organisation of which he explained at 
length. Parliament would be called on to furnish an endowment for this 
University, but for the present no endowment would be asked for col- 
leges in connection with it. Finally, Lord Mayo dealt with the Irish 
Church question, which he reminded the House was now being inquired 
into by a Commission appointed at the instance of Lord Russell. That 
Commission would probably report in the course of this Session, and the 
Government, therefore, held it to be impolitic to deal with this question 
immediately. That there was any pressing haste he denied, for if the 
Church were overthrown to-morrow there would not be a Fenian the less, 
nor had anybody yet suggested a feasible mode of disposing of the reve- 
nues. But neither on this nor on the land question could a satisfactory 
settlement be obtained by confiscation. Policy and justice might demand 
the equalisation of Church establishments in Ireland, and Protestants were 
not disinclined to consider any fair proposal for that purpose. But it must 
be done, not by a levelling but an elevating process, and the destruction 
of the Irish Church would not conciliate one enemy, while it would alienate 
many friends. Having spoken close upon three hours and a half, Lord 
Mayo concluded by impressing on the House the gravity of the occasion, 
and an emphatic warning against rash and precipitate measures. The 
debate, on the motion of Mr. Horsman, was adjourned until the 12th. 

(12th.) Before the adjourned debate was renewed, several questions 
were put on subjects connected with it. Lord Maro promised that no- 
thing should be done to create a new Catholic University until Parliament 
had had an opportunity of giving an opinion upon it.—Mr. Curve, a member 
of the Irish Church Commission, gave some explanations of its progress, 
and mentioned that it would probably report in two or three months. 

Mr. Horsman, in resuming the debate, expressed his thorough disap- 
pointment with the Irish policy of the Government, which on the Church 
question was inaction, on the land question procrastination, and on edu- 
cation retrogression. But though they were to do very little they were to 
inquire into a great deal—in fact, they had put the whole of Ireland into 
commission. Looking to the different circumstances, ef England and Ire- 
land, the doctrine that the same principles of legislation were applicable to 
both countries was utterly fallacious, and for the future our legislation 
ought to be in accordance with the wishes and wants of the Irish people 
without asking whether it would be applicable to England. Never could 
we rule Ireland without coercion until we had given full effect to the 
principle of religious equality, until we had removed in some way or other 
the feeling of insecurity which was driving the tenant farmers from the 
country, and until we had united all classes in one great system of unsec- 
tarian education. 

Mr. Lowe maintained that in discussing the Irish question Fenianism 
should be left out of sight. It was an incidental circamstance of the 
present condition of Ireland arising altogether out of the close of the 
American war, and fed entirely from extraneous sources, and it was ridi- 
culous to assert that it had any connection with the land or the Church 
questions. The aim of the Fenians was plunder and confiscation; they 
came, not to attack the British Government, but to desolate Ireland, and 
the existence of this conspiracy ought uot to force us into any extra- 
ordinary or revolutionary measurea. Though there was much that was 
unsatisfactory in the state of Ireland, she, nevertheless, as Lord Mayo 
had shown authoritatively, was progressing, and in some respects rapidly. 
Ireland was no more governed by England than England by Ireland. She 
was adequately represented in Parliament, her taxation was lighter, and 
she received such large assistance from the public fands that England might 
complain of being overtaxed for her benefit. The system of small hold- 
ings was at ths root of Irish ills, and while it prevailed to its present 
extent there must always be chronic poverty and discontent. The only 
remedy was to provide employment for the people besides agricultural 
labour. That could only be done by the flow of capital into Ireland. If 
capital did not find its way there it was the fault, not of Parliament, but 
of the friends of Ireland, like Mr. Maguire, who were perpetually crying 
out that the country was in decay and threatening agitation. He deeply 
regretted the determination not to touch the Irish Church. The revenues 
of the Church he held to be public property, of which Parliament was 
the trustee for the benefit of the Irieh people at large; and it was a scan- 
dalous misappropriation to devote them exclusively to the religion of less 
than ten per cent. of the population. It was the last link of a galling 
fetter, and when we had swept it away we might boast that we had broken 
entirely with the wicked past. 

Mr. Jacos Bricut delivered a maiden speech, in which he dwelt on 
the anomalies of the Irish Church. The policy of the Government he 
characterised as the merest tinkering with a great question, and he 
specially condemned the proposal to create a new establishment and a new 
sectarian University. The great want of Ireland was an extension of the 
franchise, a jut distribution of seats, and vote by ballot. 

Mr. Mruu was not much surprised that nothing was to be done on the 
land question, for he allowed that the time was far distant when what he 
should consider a real remedial measure would be proposed by a Govern- 
ment. Bat he specially regretted the determination not to deal with the 
State Church—an anomaly which was condemned by the whole human 
race, and which no people would submit to but at the point of the sword. 
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The plan of endowirg the Roman Catholic clergy Mr. Mill, retorting the 
taunt of utopianism which had been levelled at him, characterised as 
“ kakotopian "—too bad to be pat into practice. The clergy themselves 
certainly would not accept our bribe. The state of Ireland, he main- 
tained, was more dangerous than it had ever been at any previous time, 
and the circumstance that it received its strongest support from abroad 
was the most dangerous feature. 

Mr. Harpy wound up the debate for the evening by a repetition of Lord 
Mayo’s arguments, citing Mr. Gladstone’s authority for the demand that 
those who proposed the disendowment of the Church should first show 
what they would do with the money, and confessing that at present the 
Government were not prepared to make any proposal on the Church ques- 
tion. 

(18tb.) The debate was resumed by 

Mr. C. Forrescug, who, admitting the general accuracy of Lord Mayo's 
representation of the condition of Ireland, pointed out that the progress 
which he had proved had not been achieved by inaction or by coercion. 
Enumerating the numerous legislative and administrative reforms passed 
for Ireland during the last forty years, he complained that the Govern- 
ment had made no vigorous attempt to pursue that policy. He defended 
the Liberal party and Mr. Gladstone for not having dealt with the 
grievance when they were in power, observing that these settlements were 
questions of times and seasons, of opportunities and possibilities, It was 
now possible to settle this question, and therefore it became obligatory. 

The O'Donocuuk dilated with his usual warmth of imagination on 
the disaffection of Ireland, which he attributed to the misrule of the 
British Government and the apathy of Parliament. Religious equality 
and security of tenure were the two great remedies urgently required ; 
but the Irish people never would be satisfied without the complete control 
of their own affairs.—Lord C. HamitTon replied with equal warmth to 
the O'Donoghue, who had, he asserted, no {right to represent anybody's 
opinions but his own.—Mr. Hexsert, speaking as an Irish landlord, 
strongly advocated compensation for improvements and leases. As a 
Protestant he was ready to support the immediate disestablishment of the 
Church.— Mr. NewpgGarTe exhorted the House to proclaim clearly that 
neither by agitation nor by rebellion would it be terrified into legislation 
dangerous to the empire at large. He charged the Jesuits, moved by their 
hatred to all Protestant Governments, with stimulating the Fenian con- 
spiracy, and he solemnly denounced the contemplated University in the 
interests of the Roman Catholic laity, on whom it would impose an in- 
tolerable tyranny. 

Mr. Bricut drew from the co-existence in Ireland of material prosper- 
ity with extensive disloyalty that the condition of that country was the 
most urgent Imperial question of the day. For that unhappy condition 
there must be a cause, and that cause was well known to the Government, 
particularly to the Premier, as was shown by his celebrated phrase, “ an 
absentee aristocracy and an alien church.” Dealing with the first of these 
two causes, he examined minutely the provisions of Lord Mayo’s Bill, 
which he contended would never work, and he preferred his own plan for 
the encouragement of a farmer proprietary, which he explained at length. 
If it were right to lend money to tenants for improvements, as Lord Mayo 
proposed, why not lend money to tenants to buy land? On the Church 
question, Mr. Bright described the Ministerial proposal to add another 
buttress in the shape of a bribe as grotesque and imbecile. The esta- 
blishment of a Catholic university could have no effect on Fenianism; 
it had been received with general disfavour; and, like the dual 
vote of last year, when it had served its object it would probably 
disappear. Bat Protestant ascendancy in Ireland, as represented 
by a State Church, was doomed, and perfect religious equality on the 
voluntary principle must be established in its place. Mr. Bright developed 
a plan of his own for the purpose. Hoe would, of course, disestablish and 
disendow all Churches alike; the Regium Donum must go as well as the 
Maynooth grant. Of course, no more bishops, except on the footing of 
Scotch bishops, would be created ; and if the State granted any provision 
at the outset to either of the three religious bodies, it must become its ab- 
solute property, entirely free from the control of the State. The whole of 
the Church property, being Irish property, it must be disposed of in entire 
accordance with the desires of the Irish people. Though not sanguine that 
Mr. Disraeli would be able to deal radically with it, Mr. Bright protested 
that he should be delighted to co-operate with him in settling this question ; 
and, in one of his finest and most enthusiastically applauded perorations, 
he appealed to the moderation, the justice, and the upright and Christian 
feeling of all classes to remove the dark cloud now resting on Ireland. 

Sir S. NortHcoTe, summing up, or taking stock, as he said, of the 
debate, was of opinion that it would put the House in a better position to 
deal with the Irish question. He defended the Land Bill which Lord 
Mayo would introduce, expressing a strong conviction that the landlords 
of Ireland would not object to a restriction of their rights if it could be 
shown that the public interest required it. As to the Charch, Sir Stafford 
said that if he believed its maintenance to be unjust he would consent to 
sweep it away immediately ; but he was unable to see that it was, except 
on a principle which would be destructive of all Establishments. The 
property of the Church was not national property, but the private pro- 
perty of the Church; and though the State might have a right to inquire 
how the Church was using the property, to deprive her of it without a 
violent necessity proved would be a breach of statesmanship. Ireland 
required a healing policy, and confiscation would be unjast and irritating: 

ABOLITION OF CHURCH-RATES. 

(11th.) The greater part of the sitting was devoted to Church-rates, 
There were four Bills on the paper— Mr. Hardcastle’s, for Total Abolition ; 
Mr. Hubbard's, which under the title of Church-rates Regulation, relieves 
from the payment of the rates all persons who claim exemption by notice 
to the churchwardens; Mr. Newdegate’s Commutation Bill; and Mr. 
Gladstone’s measure for the Abolition of the Compulsory Rate. The firat 
three stood for second reading, and the fourth for committee. More than 
an hour was taken up in a preliminary discussion as to the most cen- 
venient mode of procedure. Ultimately Mr. Harpcastie, Mr. NEwpE- 
Gate, and Mr. HusBarp consented to postpone their Bills until April 8, 
and the House then went into committee on Mr. Gladstone's Bill. On 
Clause 1, which contains the pith of the Billi—the abolition of compul- 
sory Church-rates—Mr. HENLEY insisted on a division, and it was carried 
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by 167 to 80. Clause 5, which provided the machinery of a poll in cases 

of difference, was struck out on the suggestion of Sir S. Norrucors, 

with the consent of Mr. GLapstoxe. Numerous verbal amendments 

were made in the other clauses, and the Bill passed through committee. 
STATUE TO OLIVER CROMWELL. 

(12th.) Mr. Canputsit asked the First Commissioner of Works if there 
would be any objection on the part of the Government to place a statue 
of Oliver Cromwell in Westiminster-hall, between the statues of Charles 
the First and Charles the Second. 

Lord J. Manners said that in the year 1863 the final report of the Fine 
Arts Commission was presented to Parliament. That report recommended 
that a series of British Sovereigns—the Royal Houses of Stuart and 
Brunswick—should be executed (laughter), or rather that the statues 
of them should be executed and placed in the Royal Gallery. It was not 
his intention to propose to the House a vote for the erection of a statue of 
Oliver Cromwell in the series of Sovereigns of the Royal Houses of Stuart 
and Brunswick. (‘‘ Hear,” and a laugb.)—Mr. Canpiisn would put his 
question in another form. In theevent of the public or of private per- 
sons executing a statue of Oliver Cromwell, would the Government allow 
it to be placed in Westminster-hall ? (A laugh.)—Lord J. MANNER» said 
that if the hon. gentleman would give him notice of any further question 
that he wished to put to him he would be happy to answer it. (Hear.) 

THE “ TORNADO.” 

Mr. Alderman Lusk asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether, having regard to the statements laid on the table of the House 
showing that the Turnado was regularly cleared by the Customs at the 
port of Leith, and was seized on the high seas by the Spanish authorities, 
acd that Captain Collier, commander, thereby lost all his private papers 
and effects, and had been kept in suspense and anxiety for eighteen months, 
half of that time a prisoner in Spain, “and was absolutely ruined and 
now almoat destitute,” through the action of the Government of that 
country, he intended to move in any way to obtain redress for a British 
subject who had been thus dealt with by a foreign Power; and if any and 
what steps were being taken for the liberation of John Macpherson, one 
of the crew of the said vessel, who was still a captive in Spain, and de- 
tained there without upparent hope of relief. 

Lord STANLEY said that the papers laid before Parliament within the 
last few days would show all the steps taken by her Majesty’s Government 
in the matter of the Tornado. They had pressed on the Spanish Govern- 
ment the necessity of a speedy settlement, and the answer of the Spanish 
Government would be seen in page 25 of the Blue-bovk. As to Captain 
Collier, the question whether he was entitled to redress depended neces- 
earily on the result of the proceedings, As to Macpherson, the English 
Government had within the last few weeks applied to the Spanish (io- 
vernment for his release on the ground of his long detention, but the 
answer was not yet received. 

BABY-FARMING. 

Mr. VANDERBYL asked the Secretary of State for the Home Department 
whether his attention had been called to the statements inthe British 
Medical Journal concerning the criminal practices connected with the sys- 
tem of ‘ baby-farming " in the metropolis, and whether he intended to put 
in law the motion to suppress such practices; and whether he would lay 
upon the table all letters and documents relating to infanticide and ille- 
gitimate children received at the Home-office during the years 1866 and 
1867. 

Mr. Harpy said his attention had not been called to the British Medical 
Journal until that morning, when the passage to which he supposed the 
hon. member referred was sent to him; and certainly if such a state of 
things as was there described really existed, it was a great disgrace to any 
community. Atthe same time, there were certain things there stated 
which were offences against the present Jaw, and he did not know that it 
was the duty of the Home Secretary to put the law into operation, as per- 
sons connected with the district would do. It was a matter for the police, 
and the police had their attention called to it. But, as the hon. gentleman 
must know, from the statement of the journal in question, it was almost 
impossible to obtain evidence in regard to transactions of that kind. 


POLITICAL. 


—o— 

Tue Irish Desats.—The Times thinks that, though the debate on Ire- 
land will probably lead to nothing, its indirect consequences will not be un- 
important. On one or two points of Irish policy public opinion is settled, 
and will act when the occasion comes with that force and unanimity which 
in this country always command obedience. One would think that the 
new Premier was sufficiently acquainted with the national feeling—that be 
perceived the drift of the current on which a Ministry and even Parliament 
itself must always be carried onward. Unless the Government reconsider 
their proposals, they will leave on the public mind the impression that to 
a reformed Parliament and to a Liberal Ministry must be left the settle- 
ment of questions for which a Conservative Government was supposed to 
have peculiar facilities. With regard to the Church Nestablishment, 
whether Lord Russell’s plan or Mr. Bright’s be the better, whether or no 
both will be set aside in favour of disestablishment and disendowment pure 

. and simple, are matters on which it is almost useless at this moment to 
argue. Matters have gone beyond the sphere of abstract discussion, and 
the subject will only be thoroughly and earnestly treated when a definite 
proposal has been made by aresponaible Minister. All that need now be 
said is that the Irish Establishment as it at present exists can no longer 
be maintained, and that the country will not tolerate any scheme for estab- 
lishing a Roman Catholic Church by its side. It is too late in the world’s 
history to think of setting up new official hierarchies, and to save one 
State clergy by gratifying the ambition of another. The Daily News con- 
siders that the interest of the debate centred in Mr. Bright's speech. It 
was a model of exposition, and showed that its author is as consummate 
a master of persuasive and conciliatory eloquence as of that aggressive 
and impetuous oratory to which he has generally been prone. His land 
scheme is not incompatible with the milder legislation which the Govert= 
ment proposes for the security of the occupier in the value of his improve- 
ments. Sir Stafford Northcote’s admission that the proposala of the Go- 
Vernment with respect to the land are but a cautious beginning of a larger 
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change to be gradually completed reflecta the influence of the discussion 
Even the Tory party is becoming a party of movement. On the subject 
of the Church the News agrees with Mr. Bright that religious equality 
must be sought in the voluntary system, due regard being paid to the 
vested interests and the feelings of incambents of the Established Church 
and the recipients of the Regium Donam and the Maynooth grant. As yet 
possibly there is not perfect accord on this point in the ranks of the Liberal 
party, but the tendency to unity of sentiment aod plan is unmistakable. 
In the meantime Roman Catholic members will do well to heed Mr. Bright's 
warning, and not to allow the bribe of an exclusive university to act as a 
bulwark of the Protestant Establishment, or as a means of preserving to 
the Church of England its monopoly of the fellowships and offices of go- 
vernment in Trinity College, Dublin. 

Tue Scorcn Rerorm Bitt.—The debate on the second reading of 
this Bill was dull, but was marked by one incident. Mr. Laing, speaking, 
ashe said, on behalf of the moderate Liberals of Scotland, offered toe 
accept the Bill if Government would concede ten additional members, 
instead of seven, improve the redistribution, and prevent the manufacture 
of fictitious county votes by insisting on residence. Sir James Fergusson, 
on behalf of Government, said it had never bound itself to stick to seven 
asa maximum, and the Lord Advocate told Mr. Laing the committee 
might settle redistribution as it chose; but nobody conceded anything 
about the non-resident votes. We suspect, however, the Scotch members 
will be ultimately allowed their own way, and most of them seem sorely 
puzzled whether to take what they can get, or help the English Liberals 
by reopening the question of little boroughs. The Times remarks that 
the predominant feeling was that the question of Ireland overshadowed 
everything else, and men wondered to themselves if it were possible to 
make a fuss about Kirkintilloch and Pollockshaws, or even on the com- 
parative merits of Aberdeen and Dundee. Mr. Smollett relieved the dis- 
cussion by his humourous criticisms, which were all the better adapted to 
the temper of the hour because they led to nothing. It may, perhaps, be 
questioned whether any one out of Scotland is prepared to expend mueh 
enthusiasm upon the present Bill. The accidents of the time, as well as 
the natural revulsion from the agitating contests of last session, tend to 
provide a quiet hour for Scutch Reform, and if Mr. Laing’s conditions are 
adopted, that the redistribution scheme be amended, and faggot votes pre- 
vented, the Bill may ripen almost noiselessly into an Act. 

Tue “ ALABAMA ” CLaims.—It is rumoured that this question may be 
settled by Prassian intervention, although a report that the King of 
Prussia had been actually selected as arbitrator has been contradicted. Lord 
Stanley, consulted by a friendly Power about that choice, answered that 
as far as it would be a question of the settlement of indemnities he would 
accept willingly the intervention of bis Majesty ; but as to the legal question, 
and as to establishing an international princinle, the British Government 
declines any arbitration. he 7imes says that the discussion in the House 
of Commons on the -/abuma cluims was worthy of the subject. The 
maintenance of friendly relations between Great Britain and the 
United States is not important to the two nations only, it is almost a 
necessity of civilisation. A quarrel between two such Powers, allied in 
blood and using the same language, would be a world-wide calamity ; and 
the members of the House of Commons who took part in the debate 
were evidently impressed with this belief. No nation can be somuch 
interested as our own in establishing a prohibition against thy despatch of 
armed or half-armed vessels from neutral ports; and it would, as Lord 
Stanley said, be worth far more than the balance we could be called upon 
to pay for the Alabama claims to enforce such a principle; but it is certain 
that, however much we may desire it, it is not yet accepted as a doctrine 
of international law. Whether the Government by itself or its agents was 
guilty of negligence in permitting the Alabama to escape is an issue which 
is peculiarly within the province of an arbitrator, and upon which the 
citizens of a nation concerned cannot be expected to deliver a trustworthy 
judgment. According to what The Times understands to be the resolutions 
of international law, the issue of fact is in this case immaterial, because 
taken most strongly against us we should be adjudged innocent of wrong. 
It might be found that damage had been occasioned by our slothfulness, but 
it would be added that we were not bound to be alert to repress an act not 
condemned by the law of nations. It is to be regretted that this conclusion 
should be not only possible but probable. The law is indefensible and 
absolutely unsuited to the conditions of modern life, and it would be some 
compensation for the mischief the Alabama occasioned if the rules of new- 
trality in war could be authoritatively reviewed and amended. The debate 
must prove to American statesmen how thoroughly we are persuaded that 
it is the interest of ourselves and of the world that the law of nations 
should be settled in the sense they desire. The interest of the debate was 
concentrated in Lord Stanley’s calm and statesmanlike deliverance. On 
every ground, he said, it is desirable that the controversy should be closed; 
and, instead of public opinion in this conntry being hostile to the Americans, 
there is rather a tendency to accuse ourselves of faults we have never com- 
mitted, and to construe doubtful points against ourselves. Indiscriminate 
concession is, in its way, as dangerous as indiscriminate resistance. The 
main source of the American grievances against us is that they expected 
more than mere neutrality from us—physical neutrality coupled with 
moral support. The lapse of time tends to soften their disappointment on 
this score; one point has been gained in the admission of the principle of 
arbitration; the next thing is to reduce the matters in dispute to the sim- 
plest and most definite form. 

Diptomacy AND ARMS IN AByssiNIA.—The Standard believes the 
diplomacy of General Napier will probably have to be exercised much more 
than his skill in arms as he penetrates deeper into the country. The same 
course of negotiations will have to be opened with the Prince of Lasta ag 
with his rival Kassai. Having a clear and definite aim of his own, which 
in no way affects the ambition of any of the pretenders to the Abyssinian 
throne, General Napier will probably avoid involving himself in any use~ 
less friendships ; but whether he will be able to pursne his purpose withoat 
some kind of help that will involve in the African mind a pledge of mutual 
support in war, isthe one speculation, next to the expense of the war, about 
which we are now most anxious. The Times notices that so insignificant 
is supposed to be Theodore's military power, that the very idea of war, in 
its usual sense, appears to be discarded on all sides. Nobody seems to con- 
template a battle—hardly even a siege. All the money for whieh Mr. Hant 
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will presently ask is being spent upon this one march from Zulla to Maydala 
—a march hitherto unopposed, and_likely to be unopposed throughout. The 
whole cost has been incurred in landing some 8,000 mea, with their stores, 
on the coast of the Red Sea, and then maintaining them on their advance to 
King Theodore's stronghold. We have not yet spent, and possibly we 
may not spend, anything upon powder and shot; the whole of the im- 
pending charge belongs to provisions and carriage. ‘The world will admire 
our opulence and our outlay, and we shall leave behind us, for the use or 
wonder of future generations of Abyssinians, a stone pier, a railway, and a 
trunk road from the coast to the capital. The monuments will do us no 
discredit, but experience will not dispose us to a repetition of the enterprise. 
On the most favourable assumptions, and taking it for granted that the 
transport service is efficient, at least a month will be occupied in marching 
the 200 miles from Antalo to Magdala, where one will suppose the main 
body of the expedition will arrive about the Ist of May. Giving a week 
to the capture of the city and the release of the prisoners, we should have 
then to return 400 miles to our starting-point at Seuafe, a journey which 
would occupy seven weeks. But it might be that the pass would be stopped 
by the heavy rains, and in that case it would be necessary to wait on the 
high Jandi till they were over. If so, the first re-embarkation would hardly 
be effected before September. This is the earliest period that any one 
should venture to fix fur the termination of the campaign. If, then, every- 
thing goes well, if there be no great mortality of man or beast, if provi- 
sions be supplied with abundance and regularity, we may hope that the 
Abyssinian expedition will last about a year. What, in that event, will 
be its cost is a subject on which few will dare to express an opinion. We 
are making a road from the Red Sea to Magdala for the convenience of a 
single march there and back. When we have liberated the captives we 
shall retire from the country, never, it may be hoped, to return. We 
are making our great road, as we made the great stone pier and the rail- 
way, simply to facilitate transport. If we could but have a carriage road 
all the way, we might save half our baggage animals; a railroad all the 
way would dispense with them all. The whole expedition is nothing but 
transport—simple transport from beginning to end, and that is why an 
army which in itself literally costs us nothing even for the pay of the 
troops will cost us untold millions for a march of four hundred miles and 
back, probably without a battle. 
THE EastERN QueEstTion.—The Eastern question still continues to 
keep alive public interest in France. People will still fear Russia, and 
hiut that M. de Budberg, who went for a fortnight in December to St. 
Petersburg, “ in order to send his son to school,” took a loug time for that 
domestic operation; that Ignatief did not meet him to put his son to 
achool at the same time for nothing; and many other not unnatural 
reasons are given for distrust of Russia. The Government here, however, 
is very calm just now on the subject, and thinks the crisis over. The 
Constitutionnel to-day speaks of the Turkish side of this complicated quea- 
tion, and writes:—* The spirit which has inspired the recent action of the 
Turkish Government is exactly that which we desired to see ; it proposes to 
seek for the most able and active men, irrespective of creed. Thus it is that 
an Armenian is about to enter into the Ottoman Cabinet~Agathon Effendi 
is the first Christian who has ever been named Minister. Midhat Pasha 
also enters office for the first time. Intelligent and active, he isthe man who, 
as Governor of Bulgaria, introduced European ideas into Turkish adminis- 
tration. Savfet Pasha, long Turkish Ambassador here, is also a disciple 
of progress. The same may be said of others whom the Sultan is about 
to call to the direction of his affairs.” Then, turning to the other side, 
the paper writes :—‘‘ Our news from the Danubian provinces is confirmed 
by a paper which apparently derives its information from the best sources. 
The Government thinks a declaration of independence would be as con- 
trary to the letter of treaties as to the essential interests of the country. 
The Ministers of Prince Charles are determined to associate themselves 
in the policy of the Western Powers as well as with Russia. The friends 
of that country must rejoice in such a wise decision. Such a resolution, 
indeed, could alone be worthy of the dignity and loyalty of the State. 
They are no less in accordance with the sympathy which France expects 
from a people owing to her its separate existence, and for whom she has 
managed to render the bonds which attach it to the Porte as little restric- 
tive as possible.” Le Journal de Debats still refuses to give more than a very 
limited credit to the Russian contradictions of Russo- Danubian intrigues. 
Forgicn-oFrrick AGENCIES. —The Parliamentary return on the Foreign- 
office agencies, moved for by Mr. Potter, has now been printed. Eleven 
pages are filled with the names of those who have employed agents during 
the last five years, but the list really tells nothing bearing on the merits 
of the question. Wo may presume from its length that almost every one 
has an agent, but the mere numbers of those who employ and those who 
do not employ agents would have furnished some means of judging how 
far the employment of agents is voluntary. The return does not state the 
charges for agency to diplomatists and Consuls. This is a material omis- 
sion. The only practical information supplied is contained in one page at 
the end of the lists of names of clients; it is the gross annual receipts of 
each agent during the last five years. Messrs. Alston and Bidwell have 
received on an average £2,700 a year between them, Mr. Stavely £750 a 
year, Mr. Hertslet £500 a year, and Mr. Bergne £225 a year. The total 
of these averages is £4,175. There has been laid before Parliament at the 
same time and printed a long statement submitted to Lord Stanley by the 
agents themselves, in defence of the “ institution,” and contending for com- 
pensation if the agencies are abolished. The agents contend that they 
have “an equitable claim to compensation to the full amount of the loss 
which they will sustain, such compensation to be ascertained and fixed 
either according to the amount of profits actually received during the past 
year, or according to the amount received on an average of the last two or 
three years, and to be enjoyed by them as long as they remain in the office.” 
But ‘they would cheerfully acquiesce in the grant of a compensation 


: allowance less by one-fifth than the amount of their actual receipts,” if it 


is thought that that deduction should be made. The Pall Mall Gazette re- 
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scribed the agency charges as a compulsory tax, an ‘abomination’ and‘a@ 


cheating of poor Consuls.’” This elicited from Mr. Layard the following 
note:—* Sir,—My attention has been called to an article in your paper, in 
which reference is made to an opinion unfavourable to the system of Fo- 
reign-office agencies which I expressed in the year 1855 in the House of 
Commons. I think it right to state that a more intimate acquaintance 
with the subject and much practical experience of the working of the sys- 
tem subsequently led me to change that opinion. Whether the system is 
defensible in principle or not, the members of the diplomatic and Consular 
services would be the principal sufferers by its abolition.—Your obedient 
servant, A. H. Layarp.” [Since the above was in type we have learned 
that Lord Stanley contemplates the abolition of the entire system. ] 

CoLoNIAL APPOINTMENTS.—The Daily News complains of the colonial 
appointments of the present Government. Firat of all, Mr. Pope Hennessy 
was entrasted with the Government of Labvan after his failure to regain 
aseat in Parliament. Next, the Earl of Belmore was made Governor of 
New South Wales ; and now Sir James Elphinstone, defeated at the last 
general election in his attempt again to represent Portsmouth, is an- 
nounced as Governor of Tasmania, all three being partisans of the present 
Tory Government ; while there are several ex-governors who, after spend- 
ing years in the prime of life as representatives of their sovereign in dis- 
tant colonies at salaries which barely satisfied the cost of living in their 
Governments, are now reduced to inactivity, without beiag entitled, under 
the present state of the law, to retiring pensions, and who are anxious to 
be re-employed. In answer to their applications for further employment 
these gentlemen are, it is understood, told that their cases and pretensions 
are not forgotten; but that opportunities for re-appointment are scarce; 
that the Colonial Office is endeavouring when possible to consolidate 
Colonial Governments, and that in due time their reasonable hopes may 
be gratified. Meanwhile, however, they are condemned to see new men 
foisted at once into the greater rewards of the Colonial Office; their past 
services disregarded, and a slight thereby cast on their characters. The 
consequences of this conduct are, that profound dissatisfaction is creeping 
into the Colonial service, that the spring and motive for exertion are being 
weakened, and that no one knows on what principle the appointments 
of the Colonial department will henceforth be governed. The right use 
of patronage and appointment never was a strong point in Tory Govern- 
ment, and all that has been gained of late years under Liberal rule is now, 
it is clear, in danger. Only lately in the Court of Chancery a barrister of 
very ordinary capacity was raised to the appellate bench over persons of 
the highest eminence. Sons of two Cabinet Ministers have been made 
inspectors of fisheries and of factories. A few weeks ago an artillery 
officer was converted intv an inspector of the poor law. The new Finance 
Minister for India is entirely without experience in finance. In the course 
of the present, or early next, year the Vice-Royalty of India will become 
vacant, ard for it two members of the Cabinet are publicly said, in Tory 
journals, to be raising pretensions. The Post defends the Colonial-office 
against the ill-informed attack of the Daily News. There is no truth in 
the statement that Sir James Elphinstone has been appuinted Governor of 
Tasmania. No less than eight governments have fallen vacant since the 
Duke of Buckingham has held the seals of the Colonial-office, and he has 
furnished an example, very seldom offered by a Secretary of State, of not 
having in a single instance appointed a relative or connection of his own 
to fill any one of these important vacancies. The claims of the Colonial 
service as a profession, whatever those claims may be worth, have been 
liberally recognised by the distribution of six vacancies out of eight exclu- 
sively among colonial officers in a period of less thantwelve months. The 
appointments of Mr. Pope Hennessy and Lord Belmore are both good ia 
their way; and all things considered, no man in the Ministry has done 
more credit to his party than the Duke of Buckingham. He understands 
colonial affairs generally, perhaps better than any statesman on the Con- 
servative side, for he has acquired his knowledge by travel and personal 
experience ; and he is popular also among our colonists from his business- 
like habits and singleness of purpose. 

Dretomatic Pgenstons.—The Daily News holds there ought to be no 
such thing asa pension for Government servants in the prime of life so 
long aa they are able to discharge their duties. No Minister or Depart- 
ment could possibly give a satisfactory reason for pensioning men of such 
vigorous minds and high reputation as Sir James Hudson, Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, Sir Henry Bulwer, Sir Alexander Malet, and Mr. Christie, 
Yet what are the facts? Sir James Hudson is borme upon the Pension 
List for £1,300 a year; while the Italian mission, for which he is gene- 
tally admitted to be pre-eminently qualified, is kept up at a cost of 
£5,600 a year; so that the £1,800 paid to Sir James in excess of that 
sum is obviously thrown away. The well-earned pension of Sir Henry 
Rawlinson is not paid by the Foreign Office, but by the India Office, so 
that it does not appear in the diplomatic and consular estimates. The 
cost, however, falls on the public income all the same, and the Persian 
mission has nevertheless to be paid for at a salary of £5,000 a year to 
the envoy. Sir Henry Bulwer receive £1,700 a year pension, the em- 
bussy which he lately held being filled by his successor at a salary of 
£8,000 a year. Sir Alexander Malet and Mr. Christie both receive £900 
a year for doing nothing. Both are men of recognised ability, and both 
are understood to have expressed an ardent and honcurable wish for re- 
employment during the period that so many missions have been recently 
vacated and filled up again with new and untried men. If the pretensions 
avowed by the Foreiyn Office to distribute royal rewards and inflict fines 
at pleasure upon public servants ander its control are to become part of 
the law of the land, it is right we should learn as soon as convenient by 
what arguments such unusual claims on our confidence are supported, 

ANOTHER “ ALABAMA” CasE.— While the Alabama dispute is still un- 
settled, another case has arisen which bids fair to give rise toa similar con- 
troversy. Two or three years ago, when the war broke out between Spain 
and Peru, two iron-clads were building in the Thames for the Spanish Go- 
vernment; but when they were almost ready for sea, they were arrested 
and detained by the Government of Lord Palmerston, on the intervention 
of the Peruvian Minister. The arrest was, of course, justified on the 
principle in international Jaw that a neutral State cannot permit its 
territory to be weed as a base for carrying on war against a friendly 
Power. The seizure has remained in force until now, and both vessels 
have lain in the Victoria Doeks awaiting the restoration of peace be- 
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tween the two countries. There have been no active hostilities since 
the unsuccessful attempt of the Spanish fleet on Callao, but all efforts 
at an amicable settlement of the matters in dispute have failed, and 
a state of war still exists. We are informed, however, that Lord Stanley 
has now released the ships, and that the Peruvian Minister has lodged a 
formal protest on the subject. As a question will probably be asked in 
the House to-day, we refrain from comment at the present stage; but the 
matter is of some practical importance to British interests. Should Spain 
resume hostilities, the first use to which she would put the acquisition to 
her naval forces, it is apprehended, would be the seizure of the Chincha 
Islands; the deposits on those islands, to the value of many millions ster- 
ling, being hypothecated to British bondholders, whilethe trade employs 
upwards of 200,000 tons of our shipping. Thus, direct commercial inte- 
rests are involved in getting tke subject fully discussed. 

France.—The Saturday Review holds there is no reason to doubt that 
the Emperor is sincerely desirous of extending the liberty of the people, as 
far as it may be compatible with the maintenance of his authority and 
with the permanence of his dignity; but political freedom and parlia- 
mentary government are incompatible with the principles of the empire. 
A ananimous Senate and a docile majority in the Legislative Body have 
long enabled the Emperor to dispense with the invidious display of his ab- 
solute authority, but his administration of foreign affairs is independent 
and irresponsible. The peasantry who by means of universal suffrage 
support his throne are neither willing nor able to frame and administer a 
public policy, and they are far more jealous of the classes which they sup- 
pose to be privileged than of a single ruler who always professes to identify 
himself with their interests and feelings. The members of the legislative 
body had no fear of offending their constituents when they blamed the 
concessions offered by the Government to the press. The bulk of the 
population cares nothing for newspapers, nor has it the smallest desire to 
hold public meetings. The next elections will show whether the new law 
on the organisation of the army has produced general discontent, as it 
excited universal interest. The conscription, though its results are highly 
popular, is necessarily felt as a burden, and the withdrawal of the chance 
of complete exemption from service will probably be regarded, in the first 
instance, as a grievance. The prefects, however, and the Government 
candidates, will be able to expatiate on the equality secured by the law, 
and the increase of the military resources of the empire will be grateful 
to patriotic pride. The immediate effect of the law, and of the improved 
armament of the troops, has been to strengthen the Government in its 
pacific policy; and the most universal conscription in time of peace is far 
legs burdensome than active service in the field. The financial evil of in- 
creased military expenditure is not immediately felt by the population, and 
the laxity with which loans are contracted offers a favourable opportunity 
for the investment of petty savings, and for little speculations in premiums. 

Tae Prorosep Catuotic Universiry.—The Times asserts that the 
proposal to create and endow a Catholic university which will be practi- 
cally under the supreme control of the priesthood is odious not merely to 
Protestants, but to a large section of the Roman Catholic laymen of 
Ireland. With no demand from Irish laymen for such a concession, in 
direct opposition to the tendency of legislation with respect to the English 
Universities, without a single legitimate ground of complaint sufficient to 
palliate the proposal, the Government proposes to match the one great 
anomalous institution Ireland already possesses by creating another insti- 
tution which “ does not resemble in any way any existing university in 
the United Kingdom.” The nation would rather that Parliament should 
leave the Irish Church and Irish education alone than stultify itself by 
such an inadequate and unwise policy. It is, indeed, open to doubt whe- 
ther the existing Legislature should not abstain from these high topics 
altogether. The present Parliament may advantageously remember that 
it is a condemoed Parliament. Its prime duty is to complete the work of 
Reform begun last year with as much despatch as possible, and to remit 
great questions of policy to that assembly which has been formally ac- 
knowledged as more worthy to determine the government of the empire, 
Individual members of the House of Commons may advantageously 
express their views upon the Irish question, and do what in them lies to 
educate English opinion on it; but the work of Parliament as a body lies 
elsewhere, and to its proper work Parliament ought speedily to betake itself. 

Lire Perraces.—The hereditary legislator (observes the Pall Mall 
Gazette) should make a business of what is now little more than a privi- 
lege. Then the institution of life peerages would pour new blood into the 
House of Lords, and would in no long time completely and most bene- 
ficially alter its character. Men might then afford to sit in it who are not 
in a position to enrich an eldest son, and whose career has not brought 
them into the House of Commons. _It often happens that a man displays 
in official or professional life the highest abilities and gains invaluable 
special knowledge and experience which no constituency would appreciate, 
even if circumstances enabled him to contest a borough with anything 
like a chance of success. Such a man would often make an excellent 
member of such a body as we have been supposing the House of Lords to 
become, though he might be very unlikely to sit in the House of Commons 
at all. Take, for instance, such a man as Sir John Lawrence. Whether 
he will seek a seat in Parliament when he returns to England we cannot, 
of course, judge, nor could any one say how, if he had a seat, he would 
succeed there ; but it is pretty certain that he knows as much about India 
as any living man, and that it will be a great pity if his knowledge is not 
made in some way or other beneficial to the world at large. A peerage 
would very probably be a mere burden and nuisance to him, but a life 
peerage might be exactly suitable to his position. 

DirLomatic APPoInTMENTS.—The following have been gazetted :— 
Foreign-office, March 7.—The Queen has been graciously pleased to 
appoint Horace Rumbold, Esq., now Secretary of Her Majesty's Legation 
at Berne, to be Secretary of Her Majesty's Embassy at St. Petersburg; 
and Algernon Bertram Mitford, Esq., to be a Second Secretary in Her 
Majesty's Diplomatic Service. (March 9.)—The Queen has been gra- 
ciously pleased to appoint William Doria, Esq., now Secretary to Her 
Majesty’s Legation at Stockholm, to be Secretary to Her Majesty's Lega- 
tion at Lisbon; the Hon. Francis John Pakenham, now Secretary to Her 
Majesty’s Legation at Rio de Janeiro, to be Secretary to Her Majesty's 
Legation at Stockholm; and Robert Thomas Charles Middleton, Esq., 
Secretary to Her Majesty's late Legation at Mexico, to be Secretary to 
Her Majesty's Legation at Berne. Sis 
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Taz Navy Esrmates.—The navy estimates just issued show a total 
net increase on those of last year of £201,087. The following items show 
an increase :—Wages to seamen and marines to the amount of £85,682 ; 
the respective sums being £3,036,634 and £2,950,952. The larger sum, 
it is explained, includes the vote in supplementary estimate for the addi- 
tional charge on account of the increased pay to be given to the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates of the Royal Marine Corps, amounting to 
£50,000. Victuals and clothing show an increase of £94,228, the respec- 
tive sums being £1,335,842 and £1,241,614; Admiralty-office, £6,346, 
the charges being respectively £182,364 and £176,018 ; victualling yards 
and transport establishments at home and abroad, £784, the charges being 
£87,179 and £86,395. Medical establishments show an increase of £2,138, 
and marine divisions £3,261. Naval stores show an augmentation of 
£37,397 in the department of the storekeeper-general of the navy, and 
£281,941 in that of the controller of the navy. Last year the storekeeper- 
general took £855,511, and the controller £860,559 ; while this year the 
former wants £892,908, and the latter £1,092,500. Under the bead of 
miscellaneous services the increase is £7,850. Military pensions and 
allowances show an increase of £21,780, and civil pensions and allowances 
of £4,583. The first item which shows a decrease is the coastguard ser- 
vice, Royal naval coast volunteers, and Royal Naval Reserve, £8,141; 
the scientific branch figures for £1,541 less than last year, and in the 
dockyards and naval yards at home and abroad there is a saving of 
£151,806, the figures for the respective years being £1,223,562 and 
£1,375,868. In new works, buildings, machinery, and repairs there is a 
decrease of £74,351; medicines and medical stores, £2,500; martial law 
and law charges, £967. This latter item cost the country last year £21,332, 
this year but £20,365 is asked for it. There is a saving of £4,771 in the 
charges for half-pay, reserved half-pay, aud retired pay to officers of the 
navy and Royal Marines. 

Burris Captives 1x Arrica.—The Standard says, “ We are 
to hear that the Government has resolved to send out Mr. Angelo, the dis- 
tinguished African traveller, to the Somali country, to inquire into the 
alleged existence of British captives there, and provided with means with 
which, if possible, to effect their liberation. Mr. Angelo, as we have stated, 
is better acquainted with this part of Eastern Africa than any man living. 
He is confident of meeting with a good reception from the chieftains of a 
tribe which he represents as more humane and more civilised than the 
majority of the natives of this part of Africa. He is to go out as the 
paid agent of the Government; but we understand that it is not yet 
decided whether or no he is to be accredited in an official capacity. We 
can well believe that Sir Stafford Northcote and his colleagues hesitate to 
incur a risk which may involve the necessity of another expedition like 
that of Abyssinia. Mr. Angelo, however, is willing to bear the whole 
responsibility, as far as his own personal safety is concerned. We must 
give him much credit for this resolution, and for his first spontaneous offer 
of unpaid service. Every Englishman must wish him success in his mis- 
sion. Weare much pleased to hear from an esteemed correspondent, who 
has interested himself throughout in the fate of our fellow-countrymen, 
the survivors of the crew of the St. Abbs, belonging to Messrs. John Willis 
and Son, who drifted on this coast with their ship thirteen years ago, that 
the full ventilation of the matter in the columns of this journal, daring 
several weeks past, is considered to have done mach in directing public 
attention to their unhappy case.” 

Tue TELEGRAPHS AND THE Post-orFice.—During the next week or 
two the Government will introduce a permissive Bill into Parliament for 
the conversion of the telegraph system of the country into a State 
monopoly on the same footing as the Post-office, with which department 
it is proposed to connect it. A proposal which has been approved not 
only by the present but by the two preceding Cabinets, and to which the 
leaders on both sides are thus committed, will doubtless meet with the 
ready assent of Parliament. It is now several years since the Chambers 
of Commerce, led by Mr. George Harrison, chairman of the Edinburgh 
Chamber, commenced an agitation in favour of a combination of the 
telegraphic and postal systems, and public opinion may now be presumed 
to be ripe for the realisation of the scheme. The question, indeed, re- 
solves itself almost exclusively into one of finance. After some hesitation 
the companies seem to have come to the conclusion that, instead of plead- 
ing for prolonged existence, on the ground that they have been doing a 
great public service at very littls profit to themselves, it would be more 
advantageous to own the soft impeachment of a handsome revenue in 
order to establish a claim for large compensation. The measure which 
will shortly be introduced is based upon the Swiss and Belgian systems, 
and will, we have reason to believe, contain the following proposals. Cen- 
tral telegraphing offices will be opened at each of the ten district post- 
offices of London and the chief offices of the principal towns in the 
kingdom, the sorting and receiving offices being used as subordinate tele- 
graphic offices. Each group of subordinate offices will be connected with 
the central station of the district, which in turn will be placed in direct 
communication with the more important of the other central offices. All 
the post-offices which are not telegraph stations and the pillar-posts will 
become deposit offices, after the Belgian fashion, and arrangements will be 
made for the delivery of copies of telegrams, and the transmission of 
money-orders by telegraph. A uniform charge is proposed of Is. for a 
message of twenty words from any place in the United Kingdom to any 
other, additional words being at the rate of ten for 6d. This rate will 
include free delivery by special messenger within certain limits. The 
advantages of this system are so conspicuous that it is needless to dwell 
on them. Some 10,000 post-offices and 20,000 postmen at once become 
available for the collection and delivery of telegrams. The telegraphic 
service will be conducted not only with increased power, but with greater 
economy than at present ; and, at the same time, the joint revenues of the 
two systems will enable the Post-office to multiply its stations, and to 
secure the services of a higher order of officials, especially in the pro- 
vinces. 

Exprsorations 1x RusstAN-AMERICA.—Mr. Frederick Whymper, an 
artist long connected with the late Russo-American Telegraph Expedition, 
has recently returned to London, and is, we believe, shortly to lay before 
the Geographical Society some notes of travel in Russian-America. That 
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territory, s0 recently acquired by the United States Government, and re- 
christened by them “ Alaska” (sometimes “ Aliaska,” and occasionally 
** Walrus-sia” !) is virtually an unknown country, and any contribution 
to our better knowledge of it should be welcome. In 1866-7 Mr. Whym- 
per made a sledge journey—mainly by a land roate—from Norton Sound, 
Bering Sea, to the Youkon River, wintering on its banks at Nulato, the 
most interior Russian post. In the spring he proceeded in a “ baidarre,” 
or skin-boat, up the Youkon, 600 miles, to a Hudson's Bay Company’s 
Fort, at the confluence of the Porcupine or Rat River, and then de- 
scended its course to the sea, a distance of 1,200 miles. The Youkon 
(known by the Russians as the “ Kwichpak”) was found to be an im- 
mense stream, often opening out into shallow lagoons, and almost any- 
where on its lower portion a mile to a mile and a-half wide. From 
explorations made by other members of the same expedition, we learn 
that it is navigable for 1,800 miles, and passes mainly through a wooded 
country. It is frozen up for seven and a-half to eight months of the 
year, and has in summer a very rapid current. Its most northern point 
is in about latitude 66 deg. N., and it need hardly be said that an Arctic 
climate exists. A temperature of 58 deg. Fah., or 90 deg. below freezing, 
was the lowest cold experienced. The summer, as in Greenland, was in- 
tensely warm. Dwelling on its banks were found some eight or nine 
native tribes, varying from a people near the coast, resembling Esqui- 
maux, to representatives of the buckskin-clothed, much bedaubed, and 
highly-ornamented Indians of the interior. On the Youkon few of the 
natives have ever tasted “ fire-water,” and they only see traders once a 
Orr They are in consequence a decidedly original and unsophisticated 
people. 

Tue Bayxevurtcy or Sm Morton Peto.—The case of Peto, Betts, 
and Crampton has been before Mr. Commissioner Winslow again, for con- 
sideration of the claim made on behalf of the London, Chatham, and Dover 
Railway, to prove against the estate of the bankrupts for the enormous 
sum of £6,661,941 19s. 1d. Sir Morton Peto was examined at great 
length, and ultimately the investigation, which involves a very compli- 
cated state of facts as well as of accounts, was adjourned until the 19th 
inst. Sir Morton Peto’s appearance in the Court of Bankruptcy has added 
a notable chapter to the chronicles of Basinghall-street. His examination 
will rank among the classics of insolvency, and the smaller fry of unsuac- 
cessful traders will rejoice or regret, according to their temperament, that, 
whatever their indebtedness, they shrink into insignificance by the side of 
the great firm that stopped payment with liabilities exceeding the national 
debt of a small State, £6,661,000 of which was claimed by a single 
creditor. The contrast between the present and the past is at once 
painful and pitiable. Beyond all doubt, a few years ago the honour- 
able baronet and his partners were men not only of great, but of 
colossal fortune. They had made their mark and done their work. In 
every part of the empire they had left the impress of their energy and 
skill, while in our sorest Crimcan need they came forward and practically 
showed that there was no insuperable difficulty in the way of making a 
railway of a few miles, when, by its construction, an army could be saved 
from imminent danger of perishing within sight of its supplies. They did 
good service at this time, and the nation was grateful, and they were 
popular. They were known to have made much money, and were credited 
with from four to ten times as much more. Had they then thought fit to 
close their career they would have gone down to posterity as model men, 
without whose biographies no fature edition of ‘‘ Self-help,” or collection 
of the lives of successful traders would have been complete. The pity 
is that they have lived too long for this happy ending. They had no 
Mentor at their side to remind them that they were but mortal; no 
Solon to warn them against deeming themselves happy till they 
were dead. They went into new schemes, and entered upon new 
contracts, but especially upon that almost interminable series, which 
arose out of their connection with the London, Chatham, and Dover 
Railway Company. The result has been the all buat hopeless in- 
volvement of the line they made, the total wreck of their fortunes, 
and the irreparable damaging of their reputations. Lord Chan- 
cellor Cairns has just decided that Sir M. Peto cannot vacate his seat until 
after the expiration of twelve montha from the date of his bankruptcy. 
In connection with this point the following quotation from Sir Erskine 
May’s Practice of Parliament may be useful :—‘ By the 52nd George III., 
c. 144, whenever a member shall be found and declared a bankrupt, he 
shall be for twelve months incapable of sitting and voting, unless the com- 
mission be superseded, or the creditors paid or satisfied to the full amount 
of their debts. At the expiration of twelve months the Commissioners 
are required to certify the bankruptcy to the Speaker, and the election of 
the member is void.” The stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds is an 
office, although a nominal one, under the Crown, and is scarcely likely to 

be conferred on an uncertificated bankrupt. 

How Lona wit, Money Continue very Cnear?—In examining 
this question the Economist observes that much capital tends to lower the 
rate of interest ; much bullion tends to lower it too ; but good credit tends 
to raise it. There has certainly been a large increase in the deposits of 
the Bank of England, and of the London and Westminster Bank, since 
1866. We must not, however, consider by any means the whole of the 
augmentation in deposits of great banks to be a real increase to the loan- 
able capital of the country; a large part of it is, doubtless, old capital 
transferred thither from other places for the mere sake of safety. It may 
be said that since 1866 the capital of the country must be augmented by 
mere saving. But the trade of the country is not nearly so profitable as 
it commonly is. It does not, therefore, afford so many means of saving 
as it commonly does. Nor will the English store of bullion keep the rate 
of money low. We have not so much more than we want as is thought. 
By the last account in February, we had only £13,281,939 of coin and 
notes in the banking department, and if £10,000,000 is to be the fature 
minimum which the Bank is always to aim at keeping, the Bank must 
begin to act after but a moderate reduction. It is true that the Bank of 

‘ance could easily aid us out of its surplus stores; but then the liabilities 
of that bank have increased also. As is natural in England, which has 
reached a high state of banking civilisation, the increase of liability is an 
increase of deposits; these are the later and better form of credit. In 
France, where banking is as yet but rade, the increase is in note circala- 
tlon—the first and most elementary type of credit. Nor are we, on ac- 
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count of our state of credit, likely to raise our rate, for ‘capital is still 
on strike.” Lenders in Lombard-street distrust securities, and will not 
“work” in the way they used. Our nerves are worse after 1866 than 
after either 1847 or 1857, because the amount of untrustworthiness 
brought out now is greater. Limited liability, though a great gift, isa 
penetrating temptation, and all through our society it placed before untried 
men new opportunities of fraudulent gain, which were too often used, and 
the discovery of which now causes fear. Many people are puzzled when 
they hear it said that the state of credit causes this or that value of money. 
They do not see how it acts. But credit is really the effectual demand for 
capital. When credit is good, discounters will discount many bills readily ; 
when credit is bad, they discount fewer bills, and with qualms. The dif- 
ference is between a brisk high market and a stagnant low one. This 
great agency being now sluggish, a long period of cheap money remains. 
Some people say ‘the Bank rate will not go up for a year;” this may be 
a bold prophecy, but, at any rate, it will not change for a long time. 

New Armour-ctaD Ram For THE DutcH GOVERNMENT.—Last 
week there was launched from the shipbuilding yard of Messrs. R. Napier 
and Sons, at Govan, near Glasgow, an armour-clad twin-screw turret ram 
named the De Buffel, designed and built for the Dutch Government. This 
new war ship is of about 1,473 tons builders’ measurement. She is 
205 ft. in length by 40 ft. beam, and 24 ft. deep. Her sides are plated 
with armour 6 in. thick, backed with 10 in. of teak on an inner skin, right 
forward and aft, extending 8 ft. below and 2 ft. above the water-line, and 
thus protecting the most vulnerable part of the vessel. The main deck 
consists of 6 in. of teak ona l-inch plate. The wall on the main deck 
round the base of the turret, which is constructed on Captain Cole's 
principle, is composed of ‘‘8 armour backed by 12" teak on an inch inner 
skin. The armour and backing on the turret are similar to those on the 
wall. The De Buffel is to carry two 800-pounder 12}-ton Armstrong 
guns in the turret, and four smaller broadside gans on the main deck. 
Her guns train right round the circle, with the exception of a few degrees 
on each side the keel aft, the funnel preventing the circle from being com- 
pleted. The turret may be worked by steam, under the care of one man. 
It is expected that the De Buffel will attain to a speed of about 13} knots 
an hour. Her engines, also constructed by the Messrs. Napier, are of 
400 nominal horse power, fitted with surface condensers, superheaters, &c. 

Tue Mituwa.u Docks.—One of the greatest and most important addi- 
tions to the private dock accommodation of the river was made on the 
14th by the formal opening of these basins and werehouses. There is not 
much at any time in the way of ceremonial in the formal opening of a 
dock, and on this occasion there was less than ever, for, as a fact, the 
docks have been opened for some weeks past. The idea of converting some 
of the great extent of waste marsh land which forms the Isle of Dogs into 
docks originated some three years back, at a time when the limited com- 
pany mania was at the zenith of its popularity and power. Since then 
commercial conditions have sadly changed, and with them, too, have 
proportionately altered the financial prospects of the Millwall Dock 
Company, and its shares, which once sold freely at premium, are now 
at such a terrible discount that we should almost be afraid to mention 
what is their nominal value. Of course the public are always the 
best judges in these matters, and know what shares are worth and 
what they are not worth. Still, it seems that the Millwall Docks 
are one among many other recent commercial undertakings which 
are suffering by the panic from faults of others less worthy of sup- 
port. It has all the accessories for complete success which are re- 
quired in such schemes. The land was not costly, the docks have 
been well and cheaply made, there are unusual facilities to vessels entering 
or leaving the river, there is ample railway communication close at hand, 
and a short neck of canal not much more than 200 feet long would give 
access to the West India and through them to the East India Docks, thus 
coupling up what would then form one of the finest series of docks in the 
kingdom. The width of the floating dock at Millwall is no less than 850 
feet, and has two entrance locks, one, the first, of 250 feet long, and the 
second 200 feet, and both with a width of 80 feet, and a depth at the sill 
of the lock of 28 feet below Trinity bigh water mark. Thus, with the 
inner gate open, a vessel longer and broader than any vessel yet built, 
except the Great Eastern, could easily be taken into dock at almost any 
time of average high water. Near the floating dock is a graving dock for 
the repairs of vessels. All the locks are provided with hydraulic power 
for working the pairs of gates, the bridge, and sluices, and one three-ton 
and one five-ton capstan, and hydraulic power is also applied to the draw- 
bridge between the inner and outer dock, and to some of the cranes in con- 
nection with the warehouses. Of these latter nine have already been 
built—namely, two of 800 feet long, four of 200 feet long, and three of 
100 feet long. 

Tue Rorat Visrr to IgevaNp.—The Dablin correspondent of The 
Times says :—‘ The announcement which is now officially made that his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales is about to visit Ireland has sent a 
thrill of pleasure through every loyal heart in the country. There is 
reason to anticipate an enthusiastic welcome for the Royal visitor. 
Jealousy is but the dark side of a nobler feeling, and the deeper the shade 
the brighter the other side. The Irish people have always been sensitively 
jealous upon the subject of Royal visits. If they were not by natare 
generous and loval, they would regard with indifference the preference 
shown for other parts of the Empire, which they bitterly feel and rashly 
resent. Loyalty is a principle and passion with them which may be per- 
verted and misapplied if its legitimate object be withdrawn, if there seems 
to be no reciprocal feeling, and estrangement be allowed to take the place 
of cordial intercourse. The presence of the Prince will rekindle the en- 
thusiasm which Royalty has ever inspired in Irishmen. In Dublin, 
especially, where his Royal Highness has not been quite so great a stranger, 
his visit is looked forward to with anticipations of genuine pleasure, and 
a hearty welcome awaits him from all classes of citizens. He will be 
the guest of the Lord-Lieatenant at Dublin Castle during his stay, which, 
it is stated with regret, is limited to a period of s week or ten days. His 
Royal Highness is expected to be here daring the Easter week, when the 
steeplechases at Punchestown, which combine some of the attractions of 
a Derby and Ascot meeting, will afford him a view of Irish life and 
character which may be novel and interesting. The annual cattle show 
of the Royal Dublin Society will be held during the same period, and 
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furnish another sceno which he may witness with satisfaction. Other 
arrangements are in contemplation to impart eclaut to the event, and con- 
tribute as far as possible to the enjoyment of the Royal visitor.” 

Tae ApPpRoAtHING ToTaL Eciipse.—The total eclipse of the san which 
is to take place on the 18th of August next will present such a long dura- 
tion of darkness that astronomers are anticipating it with unusual ioterest. 
In Ceylon, the Straits, Java, and Hong Kong there will be admirable 
Opportunities for observing it. From near Aden, the central line of the 
eclipse extends to the southern coast of New Guinea, crossing Hindoostan, 
the Bay of Bengal, the Malayan peninsula and the Gulf of Siam on the 
way ; and at certain places on this line the duration of total darkness will 
be 6 min. 46 sec. At the date in question the moon will not be more than 
six hours from its perigee, while the sun will not be far from its apogee ; 
a twofold condition which increases the apparent diameter of the moon, and 
shows the apparent diameter of the sun nearly at its smallest. Hence the 
prolonged darkness. Such a chance occurs but rarely, and we cannot 
wonder that a strong desire exists to make the most of it in endeavuurs to 
solve certain highly important questions in physical science. Unluckily, 
the south-west monaoon will be in full blast on the 18th of August, which, 
with its heavy clouds, will render observations either uncertain or impos- 
sible, except on the eastern side of mountain ranges. For this reason, M. 
Leverrier, of the Imperial Observatory, at Paris, recommends that some 
of the French ships in the Gulf of Siam should be employed in searching 
for a suitable place on the eastern side of the Malavan peninsula for a com- 
plete series of observations. If this recommendation is to be carried out, 
it is clear that Rear-Admiral Ohier, who is in command at Saigon, has no 
time to lose. Preparations for observations of such delicacy and import- 
ance as are involved in the eclipse cannot be made with a scramble, and 
August will soon be here. On the other hand, we may hope that English 
acience will accomplish some good work on this important occasion. 

Tae TRIAL oF Mr. Catvert.—The Levant Herald contains a fuller 
report than has yet appeared of the trial of Mr. Calvert at Constantinople 
for defrauding certain London under writers of £12,000. Mr. Calvert 
and his counsel acknowledged the fairness of the trial, and could not ob- 
ject to the conviction upon the evidence which had been laid before the 
jury, but none the less, they said, the prisoner was innocent. Mr. Knight, 
the learned gentleman who defended, said:—‘‘ I am already on the traces 
of the real conspirators in this affair, and the day is not far distant when 
I shall more than redeem the promise | made in my opening speech to the 
jury. I could say more of those who gave evidence here to-day, and I 
hope the day will very shortly dawn which will enable me to go to ber 
Majesty with certain documentary proof which will show the realities of 
this case. I do not at all—I should be the last man to—quarrel with the 
verdict of any jury; and I thank my friend on the other side for what he 
has done in asking for a lenient sentence. I do not quarrel with the sen- 
tence, your honour, under the circumstances, has been compelled to pro- 
nounce; bat I do say, and most fearlessly, that a conspiracy involving 
pasbas and men yet alive, is the cause of Mr. Calvert having fallen to- 
night under the sentence of the court; and I pledge my honour, asa 
member of the bar, that I will leave no stone unturned to bring the real 
criminals to justice.” Tothis the judge replied that no one would rejoice 
more than himself if the Jearned counsel's hopes should be fulfilled. 

A TevteoraPpuic Dinner.—Mr. Cyrus W. Field, of New York, gave a 
dinner last week at the Palace Hotel, Buckingham-gate, at which about 
seventy of the principal gentlemen in England interested in telegraphy 
were assembled. By arrangercent with the telegraph companies Mr. Field 
was enabled to have the telegraph wires brought into the dizing-room of 
the hotel, and messages were despatched to and replies received from New 
York, Washington, Havannah, Newfoundland, and Heart's Content. 
Among these were messages from the President of the United States, and 
from Mr. Seward. Mr. Gladstone was expected to attend, but was de- 
tained inthe House of Commons by the Irish debate. Mr. Field read a 
letter which he stated had been entrusted to him by one of the principal 
citizens of New York, to Mr. John Bright, whom he had hoped to have 
had the pleasure of seeing that evening. The letter was a pressing invita- 
tion to Mr. Bright to visit America during the coming spring. His pre- 
sence at this time,, it was said, would tend to strengthen the ties between 
the two countries. The health of Mr. Adams was drunk with much enthu- 
siasm, and toasts were introduced by Mr. Field to John Bright, M.P.; to the 
memory of Richard Cobden, who proposed to the late Prince Consort that 
the profits of the Exhibition of 1851 should be devoted to the establish- 
ment of telegraphic communication between England and America, and 
who later desired that the English Government should supply one-half of 
the capital necessary to establish telegraphic communication across the 
Atlantic; to the success of submarine telegraphy to India, to China, to Aus- 
tralia, to South America, and to the progress and prosperity of telegraphy in 
all parts of the world; and, finally, Mr. Lloyd proposed “ The health of the 
honoured host, Mr. Cyrus W. Field,” which was carried with acclamation. 

Nava Rerorm.—The Times regrets that the Admiralty has not yet 
recognised the great truth that the wooden navies of the world have ceased 
to exist as effective instruments of war. Wooden line-of-battle ships, 
wooden frigates, wooden corvettes are still parading the ocean, exciting the 
admiration of the barbarian nations to whose harbours they may go, but 
being as completely warlike impostures as the wooden fortifications and 
sham guns of a Chinese commander. Not only have these squadrons not 
been diminished with the advance of science, but the number of vessels and 
of men bas been increased. Yet every experienced seaman or engineer 
knows that the most powerful wooden line-of-battle ship could not live for 
an hour against the fire of an ironclad, though it were cnly some mean- 
looking Monitor, but that the splendid impesture must. be taken off the 
high seas as specdily as possible after war is proclaimed. Who can believe 
that the West Indian or North American squadron would keep the seas in 

a war with the United States? Is it not fresh in remembrance that even 
poor old Spain, when we had a dispute with her a year ago, was able to 
frighten the whole Pacific squadron by a single ironclad, the Numancia f 
The old system must pass away, whatever prejudices may be shocked, 
whatever professional interests may suffer. 

Ayn ExTRAorDINARY Lawsurr.—A curious case, involving the just 
amount of remuneration due for literary labour, is now before the Court of 
Chancery. The plaintiff is Lord Brougham, who applies for an order to 
compel the delivery by the defendant, Dr, Joseph Cauvin, of certain letters 
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tax upon the gross receipts of his readings. 









and documents entrusted to him during his engagement in the preparation 
of a work on the Life and Times of the noble suitor. 
Dr. Cauvin commenced in 1866; his work involved the reading, and selec- 
tion for publication, from an immense mass of papers, correspondence, &c., 
of the most confidential character, and of great literary and historical in- 
terest, including letters of King William LV., the members of his Cabinet, 
and other distinguished public persons. 
Dr. Cauvin declares that he read no less than 30,000 letters. 
stipulated that his name should not appear as editor of the work, nor was 
he authorised to write any portion of it—bis labours being of an advisory 
nature, pointing out deficiencies to be supplied, and portions of the papers 
that it would be judicious to omit. 
by the Doctor, when for the tirst time the question of remuneration came 
up for debate. 
thousand guineas in full payment of his labour, past and present. This 
was objected to by Lord Brougham and his friends. Pending the dis- 
cussion of the point, Dr. Cauvin refused to give up possession of the papers 
entrusted to him; so that the question before the court is what the editor 
shall be paid for his work. A curious plea on the part of Lord Brougham 
is, that if the sum claimed is paid to Dr. Cauvin it will deprive him ( Lord 
B.) of any chance of profit from the book. 


The employment of 


In the prosecution of this ubject, 
It was 


More than a year was so emploved 


After some disputes, Dr. Cauvin named the sum of one 


Mr. Dickrns 1n THE Unirep States. — A recent letter from New 


York says, * Mr. Ciarles Dickens is at present staying in Boston, giving 
readings in that city and the neighbouring towns. 
tended as ever, and regrets are expressed on all sides that his visit to 
America is s0 rapidly drawing toa close. 
Saturday previous to his departure, it is in contemplation to give Mr. 


They are as well at- 
On the 18th of April, the 


Dickens a dinner in New York, and he has accepted the invitation. This 


compliment is tendered him by a committee of the leading journalists of 
New York, and it is intended as a testimonial in which the entire American 


press will participate. I mentioned a few weeks ago that Mr. Dickens 
would have to pay quite a heavy sum to the United States’ Treasury asa 
The tax had been demanded 
of him in several places, but he appealed to the Inland Revenue autho- 


rities for exemption, on the ground that his readings were not the ‘ theatrical 


and other amusements’ on which the tax was imposed, and a decision 
having been rendered in his favour he has been relieved from its payment.” 

Dury on PortuGcugsé Wines.—The correspondence between the Bri- 
tish and Portuguese Governments, with the view to a commercial treaty 
in which a reduction of the heavy differential duty on Portugnese wine 
should constitute a leading feature, has just been published. The Porta- 
guese Government asked for a reduction to 1s. per gallon on all wines 
under forty-two degrees of proof spirit, or, as an alternative, an immediate 
reduction to 1s. 8d., to be followed by a gradual descentto 1s. The Eng- 
lish Government, on the other hand, proposed a reduction to 2s., being 
one-fifth from the existing daty of 2s. 6d., the probable effect on the wine 
revenue and the revenue from spirits being pleaded as barriers to any 
larger concession. This was in March last, and from that time no approach 
to an agreement has been arrived at. The Portugaese Government do 
not appear to have positively declined to treat on the basis of a reduction 
to 2s., but they have intimated so recently as two months back that even 
should they consent to do so the concessions they would grant to English 
commerce ‘will be much inferior to those they had resolved to grant in 
case either of their own proposals had been accepted.” 

MertropourraN Rattways.—Subscriptions are invited at par for 
£100,000 debenture stock of the Metropolitan District Railway, to bear a 
perpetual interest of 6 per cent. from the 1st of January last, being the re- 
maining portion of the total authorised issue of £750,000. The instalments 


extend to the 1st of July, when the first half-year's interest will become due, 


and 5 per cent. will be allo xed for prepaymect. The line at present consists 
of five miles from a junction with the Metropolitan Railway at Kensington, 
through Brompton and Pimlico to Victoria-street and Westminster-bridge, 
whence it is to be carried along the Thames Embankment to Cannon-street. 
The ordinary share capital which ranks after this £750,000, debenture 
stock is £2,250,000, of which £2,000,000 has been paid up and expended 
on the works, and the opening from Kensington to Westminster-bridge is 
arranged by the contractors, Messra. Kelk, Waring, and Lucas, to take 
place within six months. 

Tue Peace Society AND Lorpd STANLEY.—A deputation from the 
Peace Society and others waited, by appointment, upon Lord Stanley at 
the Foreign Office to present a memorial in reference to our relations with 
America. Lord Stanley in reply said that, although almost everything 
that could be said on the subject had been said, he was very glad to see 
them, as nothing more strengthened the hands of a Minister than to feel 
that he was supported by the sympathies of large and intelligent bodies of 
his countrymen. He could assure them that the Government—and he 
thought he might say the same of any Government that might come into 
power in this country—was as anxious to maintain peace as they were. 

THE Orera.—The opera difficulty bas been settled, not, as it was 
at first intended, by the union of the two operas under Mr. Mapleson’s 
management, but by the determination on the part of a few noblemen and 
gentlemen to rebuild Her Majesty's magnificently, and to put it again into 
Mr. Mapleson’s hands, and meanwhile to take Drury Lane for the forth- 
coming season. The proposed union of the operas was found impractica- 
ble, on account of the exaggerated estimate of the value of their own 
interest formed by certain parties who proposed the amalgamation. The 
season at Drury Lane will, it is said, be very brilliant. 

Pension TO Lapy BRewsteR.—A pension of £200 per annum has been 
conferred on Lady Brewster, in ccngideration of the scientific labours of 
her distinguished husband. This graceful act of Government has been 
announced to our townsman, Sir James Simpson, Bart., in the following 
letter from the Prime Minister :—‘‘ 10, Downing-street, Whitehall, March 
5, 1868.—Dear Sir James—I have mueh gratification in informing you 
that Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to grant a pension of £200 
per annum to the widow of Sir David Brewster, in recognition of his 
eminent services to science.—I have the honour to remain, dear Sir James, 
yours faithfully, B. DisRaz.t.” re 

TEMPLE Bap is in danger owing to the pulling down of the houses 
in its vicinity, preparatory to the erection of the new Law Courts, the 
ancient structure has cracked in several places, and will probably have to 
be removed. 


ACCIDENTS AND OFFENCES. 


—o—— 
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Tue Murper at Topmorpven.—This murder, or series of murders, was 
committed on the 2nd of this month by a young mechanic named Miles 
Weatherill, ander circumstances of peculiar atrocity. Weatherill had been 
jong attached to a girl named Sarah Bell, in the service of Mr. Plow, the 
vicar of Todmorden, from whom he asked permission two years ago to visit 
her at the parsonage. Mr. Plow, who had known him in the Sunday- 
school, and seems to have thought well of hirn, did not refuse hin leave at 
first, but, on consulting his wife, objected, on the ground that Sarah was 
too young, and that he did not like to have a long courtship going on in 
his house. They parted apparently on friendly terms, but Weatherill 
eontinued to have clandestine interviews with the girl, which at last were 
discovered, on the information of Mr. Plow's housemaid, Jane Smith. 
The result was that Sarah Bell was dismissed from her place on the 
1st of November last, and returned to her friends, near Thirsk. 
Several letters passed between her and Weatherill, which show that he 
took the separation much to heart, and harboured a grudge against the 
Plows, especially against Jane Smith, the “traitor.” Still, they contain 
no indication of a settled intention to revenge himself, otherwise than by 
telling some ugly tale against his chief enemy and ‘plaguing the Plows.” 
However, on March 1, he went to see Sarah Bell at her new place near 
Thirsk, and then let fall some more emphatic hints of vengeance, for which 
she checked him. On the following evening, as Mr. Flow had just rung 
the bell for prayers, a noise was heard in or outside the kitchen. Mr. 
Plow upon going thither found the back door secured with a string from 
ontside, upon which he went out by the front door and encountered the 
prisoner in the yard. The latter instantly snapped a pistol at him, and 
attacked him with a hatchet, and the two, locked together, struggled through 
the back door, the string being cut, into the house. Jane Smith and two 
other maid-servants went, with great courage, to their master’s rescue, 
and Mr. Plow, having managed to wrest one pistol from his assailant, 
rushed out of the house for assistance, fearfully wounded. Meanwhile, 
Weatherill had turned upon Jane Smith, had nearly severed one of her 
hands with the hatchet, driven her into a room, and there shot her dead 
behind the door. He then ascended the stairs to a room where Mre. Plow 
was lying with a newly-born child, fired a shot into the bed, which hap- 
pily missed her, and inflicted cruel injuries on her with a poker before he 
‘was taken in the bedroom by the neighbours. In his statement before the 
magistrate he declared that he had done it all under a sense of the wrongs 
which he had received from the Plows, adding that he was glad neither of 
them was killed. His counsel was driven to rely on the very enormity 
of the deed for a proof of insanity, a defence which, it is needless to say, 
was futile. He was convicted of murdering Jane Smith; Mr. Plow died 
of his wounds on the day before the trial, and.the child has also died 
owing to the necessary separation from its mother. The criminal was of 
course sentenced to death. 

Tue Murper at Romney.—This case was essentially one of circum- 
atantial evidence. The victim, Louisa Kidder, was about twelve or 
thirteen years old, and the stepchild of the prisoner, Mrs. Kidder, who 
had always treated her with great unkindness, and sometimes uttered sus- 
picious threats about her. On the 25th of August Mrs. Kidder, with her 
husband and the child, were staying with her own father and mother at a 
house on Romney marsh. About eight o'clock in the evening she took the 
child out “ for a walk,” and returned alone about ten. Being asked what 
had become of the child, she at first remained silent, then replied that she 
did not know, and afterwards told a story of two horses having frightened 
both of them into a ditch, out of which she had been unable to drag the 
child. The body was actually found in a ditch, but only about a foot 
deep, out of which a child of that age would have had little difficulty 
in scrambling had she tumbled in accidentally, and had she not been 
forcibly held under water. It was suggested that she might have 
fallen in higher up, where the ditch was deeper, and floated 
downwards with the sluggish stream, in which case the prisoner's last 
atory would not have been utterly incredible. The local conditions and 
appearances were not decisive on this point, nor, indeed, was there any 
direct evidence to show that a murder had been committed at all. A 
stifled cry was said to have been heard, but a stifled cry might proceed 
from a child drowning by accident as well as from one violently submerged. 
What fixed the guilt of murder on the prisoner was her own conduct pre- 
vious and subsequent to the event. Not only had she frequently mani- 
fested hatred of the child, but the very day before she had told her sister 
that it should not return home, for that she would push itintoaditch. ‘The 
best proof that she was believed to be in earnest by those about her was 
that no sooner did she return without the child than her own mother taxed 
her with making away with it. Other circumstances, slight in themselves, 
supported the same conclusion. Her dress, for instance, was found to be 
wet and muddy, but only so far up as would be explaine:l by her standing 
in a shallow ditch, whereas, had she gone, as she alleged, into deeper water, 
it would have been svaked up to the waist. On the other hand, no cir- 
cumstance favourable to her innocence could be suggested. Sho was, 
therefore, most justly convicted, anc the Judge expressed his entire satis- 
faction with the verdict. Sentence of death was passed. 

Tue ALLEGED Murper aT Bromiey.—The details of the Bromley 
case were so complicated that we cannot attempt to analyse them in a 
single short paragraph. The substance of it, however, may be stated very 
briefly. Two men, named Partridge and Deadman, tha one a beerhouse- 
keeper, the other a special constable, were accused of murdering a woman 
galled Jackson by throwing her into a well. It appeared that Jackson 
had Jived in Partridge’s house, but had failed to pay rent for some time 
past, and that Partridge, with Deadman’s aid, turned her out of the pre- 
mises on the cold and stormy night of Saturday, January 18. She made 
repeated attempts to get in again, or to find shelter in sume outhouse, but 
Partridge and Deadman were seen to drive her away again and again to 
about midnight. After one o'clock that night she was never seen 
alive, but her body was found at the bottom of the well in a 
garden near Partridge’s house nearly a fortnight afterwards, The ques- 
tion was whether the prisoners, irritated by her importunity, or actuated 
by some other evil motive, had flung her in, er whether she had thrown 

herself in, either by accident or in desperation. It was, in short, a com- 


Google | 


211 

3. Se re = SS SS SS eme 
parison of probabilities, involving a great many intricate particulars of 
place and time, into which, for obvious reasons, we forbear to enter. On 
the one hand, there was no proof of previous ill-will, nor were the pri- 
soners seen following the woman towards the well; on the other, there 
was abundant proof of ill-blood at the time, strengthened by evidence of 
screams, aud even cries of ‘‘Murder!” heard by the neighbours, and 
coming, as they thought, from the direction of the well. Upon the whole, 
Mr. Justice Byles, who presided, evidently felt that it was too doubtfal a 
case for conviction, and the jury took the safer course by acquitting the 
prisonere. 

Horrice Murper at Winscomse.—The village of Winscombe, lying 
under the Mendip Hills, has just been the scene of a murder, probably 
committed during insanity. A lad thirteen years of age had been em- 
ployed by Mr. Henry Hancock to keep birds from off a field that has 
recently been planted with corn. At about six o'clock in the evening, 
from a rumour that was in circulation, his friends went to the field in 
question, and there found the lifeless body of the lad, about ten yards 
from the gateway leading to the high road, with a frightful gash in the 
throat, extending nearly from ear to ear. About the same time the body 
was discovered a young man named Alexander Holmes called at the 
lodgings of Acting-sergeant Hancock, at Banwell, and stated that he had 
just killed a boy. He stated that he was a son of Colonel Holmes, @ 
retired officer of the 12th Lancers; that he had for some time past lived 
with one Edwin Godfrey, at Edington, near Bridgwater, Somerset, where 
he had been placed by his frienda. He further stated that he felt he must 
kill some one, and he wondered how it was that he had not killed more, as 
ba had passed several persons on the road. On coming to the field where 
he saw the unfortunate lad at work he could no longer resist the tempta- 
tion; so, opening the gate, he went up to him, and, without speaking to 
him, dealt him a heavy blow on the head with a stick that he had in his 
hand, and afterwards took out a knife, and nearly severed the head from 
the trunk. The police, on making a search, found a heavy stick, marked 
with blood, about ten yards from where the body was found, and abont 
six yards further on they discovered a knife by the side of a small brook 
that runs through the fields, at which place prisoner stated he washed his 
hands. There are several stains of blood on prisoner’s clothes. The 
atrocity of the deed has caused the greatest excitement in the neighbour- 
hood, and some hundreds of persons have visited the scene of the murder. 

Tug TICHBORNE BaronstoY. — DeaTH oF THE DowaGER Lapy 
TicHBORNE. —The difficulties which surrounded the settlement of the 
question of succession to the Tichborne baronetcy are likely to become 
still more complicated by the sudden and unexpected death of Lady 
Henrietta Felicite Tichborne, upon whom an inquest was held on Saturday 
by Dr. Lankester, at the request of the claimant of the family estates, 
who made a statement upon oath, from which it would seem that he sus- 
pected the death to have been caused by urfair means. It may, perbape, 
be necessary, for the purpose of rendering the case complete, to recall at- 
tention to the fact that recently a gentleman suddenly appeared in Eng~- 
land who claimed to be Roger Charles Doughty Tichborne, tenth baronet, 
and heir to the title and estates connected with the Tichborne family. He 
stated that, after meeting with various misfortunes consequent upon @ 
voyage he had undertaken twenty-seven years ago, he reached Australia, 
and had remained thore up to the time of his leaving for England. He 
was admitted by the deceased lady to be her son, and was in imme- 
diate and friendly relation with her up to the time of her death, but 
his identity was denied by the other members of the family interested 
in the disposal of the property. Upon the opening of the Coroner's 
court, at Howlett’s Hotel, Manchester-street, Manchester-square, Mr. 
Locock Webb stated that he appeared on behalf of Sir Roger Doughty 
Tichborne.—Mr. Alfred Seymour, 39, Upper Grosvenor-street, sworn and 
examined, said: I am half-brother of the deceased. I believe she was 
born in 1805, and was at the time of her death sixty-four years of age. 
She was the widow of Sir James Francis Doughty Tichborne. She has 
been in very good health lately, but I have no reason to suppose that she 
came to her death by any other than natural causes.—Coroner : I believe 
the son of deceased is present. Mr. Dobinson (of the firm of Dobinson 
and Geer, Lincoln’s-inn) : As the agent of the estate, 1 dispute that this 
gentleman is her son.—Coroner: That dves not matter so fur as this in- 
quiry is concerned, if he sweara that he is her son.—The gentleman in 
question, who had only been referred to by gesture, here stepped forward, 
and, having been sworn by the Coroner, said: My name is Roger Charles 
Doughty Tichborne. I am the son of deceased. I saw her last alive this 
day week. She appeared to me to bein good health. I heard of her 
death about ten minutes past two on Thursday last, or, rather, I was 
summoned to come to London from Croydon immediately at that time. I 
found ber dead a little after four.—Coroner: Do you know how she 
came by her death, or do you suspect any one of causing her death ?— 
Witness (after a long pause, during which he seemed strugyglin:; to control 
his feelings): I do not know how she came by her death, but I wished the 
post mortem examination to be made, because I am fully aware that one 
of my servants was offered £1,000 to put me out of the way.—Coroner: 
We cannot go into that question bere, although if you can bring evidence 
in support of what you state you can take action in another court.— 
Edward Hurst, a waiter at Mowlett's Ilotel, deposed: Her ladyship had 
been living here for five months. She had been in general good health all 
that time. I found her dead on Thursday morning at twenty-live minutes 
past eleven in her room, with her body vn the floor by the fireplace, and 
her head on the sofa. Ter maid and her footman were both with her the 
morning she died.—Catharine Barrett: I was her ladyship’s maid, and 
saw her last Wednesday night. She was in her usual health. I saw her 
again at a quarter-past eleveu, when she had a newspaper in her hand, I 
never saw her again alive. She was nut dressed. She never dressed till 
twelve.—Mr, Henry Times, M.R.C.S.: I was called to deceased at half- 
past eleven ou Thursday morning. Sie was quite dead. She had been 
dead a very few minutes, and was quite warm. I could not detect apy- 
thing in the room like poison, Her body was moderately nourished. I 
found extensive congestion of the brain. The beart was very small 
and shrunken. I did not perceive any indications of poison. Mr. 
Tiernan and several other medical gentlemen who were with me when 
I made the post mortem examination agreed with me, Mr, Tiernan 
said all the organs were healthy except the heart. The oguse of death 
was fatal syncope, from a feeble heart.—The Coroner said that was a Very 
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common cause of death in persons of from 60 to 70. The heart gradually 
shrunk from its natural size, and suddenly failed altogether. There were 
circumstances connected with the case that might lead them to suspect un- 
fair play, but there was an entire want of evidence to support any suspi- 
cion.—Mr. Lewis, M.R.C.S., corroborated the evidence of Mr. Times.— 
Mr. Times, in answer to the foreman of the jury, said the death might 
have been hastened by abstinence from food. Deceased was a strict 
Catholic, and might have been fasting. He had often given her medical 
certificates in consequence of her unfitness for fasting, but she had not 
asked for certificates lately. After a short deliberation in private, the jury 
returned # verdict ‘‘ that deceased was found dead, and that death was 
caused by atropby and fatty degeneration of the heart.” 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


Officers belonging to the China Command will not be allowed con- 
solidated allowances while on passage between China and Japan. 

Her Majesty's composite gunboat Dwarf, said to be for service in China, 
was on the 29th ult. removed from the fitting basin at Woolwich and was 
placed in No. 2 dock, for the purpose of being fitted with a false keel and 
bilge chocks, which, from experience in vessels of similar draught of water, 
are neceseary to check the rolling of the ship. 

A gunboat, one of eight building in private yards for the Admiralty, 
was launched from the iron shipbuilding yard of Messrs. Richardson and 
Duck, Stockton, on the 10th inst. She is named the Hornet, and has 
been Luilt from the designs of Mr. KE. J. Reed. Her dimensions are— 
length between perpendiculars, 155it. ; breadth, moulded, 25ft.; depth, 
14f. Qin. ; burden, in tons, 463 88-94. She is a composite vessel, having 
iron frames, beams, &c., covered with two thicknesses of teak planking, 
the whole of the fastenings being of brass and copper. She is bark 
rigged. Her armament will consist of two guns, one 100-pounder and 
one 64-pounder. Her machinery consists of two pairs of horizontal trunk 
engines, with three boilers of the nominal power of 120 horses. She is 
on the twin-screw principle, one pair of engines driving each propeller, 
the latter being of gun-metal, and of the furm known as Griffith's patent. 
The Hornet is said to be for the Indian service, and when fully equipped 
will only draw 7ft. water. 

The double screw gunvessel Seagull, 3, was launched at Devonport 
dockyard last week. She measures 668 tons, is 170 feet long, 29 feet 
broad, and has a depth of hold of 12 feet Sinches. Her engines will be 
160-horse power nominal. The Seagull, like her sister gunboat, the Lap- 
wing, in the same yard, is built of wood with iron stringer plates on the 
beams, for the purpose of obtaining increased strength. Immediately 
after being launched the Seagull was removed into the basin, ready for 
being placed in duck, where her launching cleats will be taken off, and she 
will be coppered. 

The following new twin-screw composite gun-boats are ordered to be 
ready for commission by the Ist of April:—Avon, Beacon, Bullfinch, 
Cracker, Elk and Ringdove. 

Some interesting practice took place at Shoeburyness last week in pre- 
sence of General Taylor, the Inspector-General of Artillery, who has been 
engaged for the last tew days in carrying out his usual half-yearly inspec- 
tion of that station. The 9-inch muzzle-loading rifled gun was fired with 
its 250 Ib. projectile at the Shoeburyness “running deer,” which consists 
of a wooden target five feet square, mounted on a light carriage, which is 
dragged at a rapid pace over the sands by means of a team of horses and a 
long rope. On this occasion the target was at 1,000 yards, and ona given 
signal started across the sands at a trot, the gunners at the same time open- 
ing Gre on it with the 9-inch gun. Ten rounds were fired in a little under 
8} minutes, the practice being admirable. All the shots fell close to the 
target, two of them passing right through it. When it is considered that 
at this distance the 9-inch rifle gun is capable of sending a Palliser shell 
through any foreign ironclad at present afloat, and that a considerable 
number of these formidable weapons are available at this moment for our 
land and sea defences, such a proof of the accuracy and ease of working of 
the gun is extremely satisfactory. 

We understand that a Royal Commission is about to be appointed to 
inquire into the whole system of courts-martial. With, possibly, the ex- 
ception of the proceedings inthe Ecclesiastical Courts, there is no branch 
of our jurisprudence so complicated and unsatisfactory in its operation as 
our military law. Most of the prominent courts-martial of the last few 

ears threw such discredit on the institution that our wonder is no previous 
inister of War took the step which Sir John Pakington has now taken. 

Accounts from Portsmouth are not favourable as to the health of Ad- 
miral Sir H. D. Chads, G.C.B. Sir Henry is 80 years of age, and is 
labouring under extreme weakness, yet he forms one of the twenty active 
Admirals of the British fleet. 

Captain Thomas Symonds, R.N., has received the sum of five bundred 
pounds from the Admiralty for his services in conuection with the improve- 
ment of shipbuilding. 

Mr. Corry will, it is rumoured, advise Her Majesty to confer the Order 
of the Bath npon some of her old and valued servants who were uninten- 
tionally forgotten when Sir John Pakington selected a certain number for 
the Queen's approval. Admiral Sir Geo. Sartorius, Sir Henry Leeke, Ad- 
miral Bethune, Sir Thos. Pasley, aud others are mentioned for honours. 

The Army and Navy Gazette hears that orders have been given for 
the selection of a considerable number of 64-pounders to be strengthened 
on the Palliser system. The Whitworth 9-inch gun, so long promised, or, 
at least, demanded in vain, has made its appearance at Woolwich. It is, 
of course, beautifully finished. There are some evidences in the piece of 
a departure from the Whitworth creed, pure and simple, as it was originally 
promulgated. The Whitworth 9-inch will bear a charge of 45 ,lb. of 
powder, and its eh ig weighs 300 Ib. It is three tons heavier than the 
Woolwich 9-inch gun, but the projectile of the latter is some 50 Ib. lighter, 
though it is propelled by almost equal weights of powder. There is only 
one drawback to the Whitworth. It costs £3,200. 

Commissary-General Drake, C.B., and Colonel Nugent will be two of 
the new Comptrollers. Sir H. Storks has made a descent on Woolwich, 
and has been “ fluttering the Volecians in Corioli” (and elsewhere) pretty 
generally this week. 

A naval officer has been nominated, it is said, to organise a river police 
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day is not below the notice of 
vulgarity in which ceztain classes of our countrymen and countrywomen 
are not ashamed to indulge; and lately the significance of comic singing 





bestowed upon it. 





of rejected sovereigns was sent back to England, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


—o— 
Tug Pataonace or Comic Tacent.—The popular music of the 
any one who wishes to suund the depths of 


is rendered important by a sort of fashionable patronage which has been 
When we read in an advertisement column that 
“ Racketty Jack ” andthe ‘ Horseflesh Dinner ” were sung by command 


of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales on the 19th of February, it strikes us that 
there is some risk of having introduced into our drawing-room a kind of 
entertainment hitherto confined to the streets and the music-hails. It is 
not pleasant either, for many reasons, to learn that one of the chief min- 
strels and representatives of ‘‘comic talent” now goes about every night 


in a brougham from one place of drinking and dancing to another, and 


prefaces his latest effusion by a speech, in which he tells the shopmen, 
soldiers, servants, and people from the country who make up his audience, 


that if they only like his song as well as H.R.H. and a host of bis noble 
feiends he (the Comic Talent) will be quite satisfied with his reception. 
After this announcement a thrill of awe and expectation passes through 
the hall, and the people get their beer, pipes, and gin ready in order to 
enjoy with comfort and satisfaction a piece of doggrel sanctified by the 
patronage of the aristocracy. Of the many sins that burlesques have to 


answer for, their use of those degraded songs is about the worst. Not long 


since we had to record an exhibition of noblemen at the Strand Theatre. 
A lord dancing cellar flaps and break-downs was to be seen by those who 


could endure a bad imitation of the niggers whom we have also domesti- 


cated in this country. Where shall we aad if after this we pet our comic 
singers and introduce them into quarters hitherto reserved for such artists 
as Grisi, Tietiens, or Patti? It is difficult indeed to say. We swallowed 
the “ Cancan ” (slightly mitigated) easily enough; and after Royalty bad 
seen it it was translated to where the working classes can elevate their 
minds by the sight of an indecent dance. The comic singers form 
pretty accompaniment to this novelty. 

AN Oven-zeaLous Mayor.—The Mayor of Newport, in Monmouth- 
shire, instigated by the French Vice-consul in that city, has been emulating 
M. Pietri in his anxiety to maintain the Imperial prestige in Wales. Mr. 
Howard Paul, the actor, being about to give a zeries of representations in 
Newport, advertised himself ty handbills and posters, in which he was re- 
presented in the character of Napoleon III. The likeness not appearing 
to the French Vice-consul to be flattering to the Emperor, thet functionary 
applied to the mayor, who directed the head of the police to cause all the 
alleged libels on the Imperial physiognomy to be torn down or covered. 
But Mr. Howard Paul explained that the obnoxious woodcut was copied 
from a likenes? of the Emperor which is freely sold in the streets of Paris 
and objected that the most decided caricatures of his Majesty in Punck 
are sold at every bookstall In the United Kingdom. ‘The result of the 
mayor's indiscretion was that Newport was more extensively placarded 
than ever, not only with caricatures of the French Emperor, but with 
squibs ridiculing the mayor and his subordinates ; and it is probable that in 
future his worship will take good care not to interfere with Mr. Howard ~ 
Paul’s posters. 

Tue Excitinc ADVENTURES OF Marquis TownsHEND.—The per- 
severing career of the Marquis Townshend as an amateur detective is 
marked by disagreeable vicissitudes. Whilst on the look out for street 
beggars at nightfall in Leicester-square one day last week his lordship was 
accosted by a young unfortunate named Ann Platt, and by several of her 
companions; and to escape their importunities, he went to the door of a 
house and pretended to ring the bell. The girls, however, would not leave 
him, and rang the bell in reality; whereupon the householder, on opening 
the door and seeing the Marquis accompanied by a bevy of young prosti- 
tutes, used very unparliamentary language towards his unwelcome visitors. 
Lord Townshend then gave Ann Platt into custody—not, as his lordship 
explained, from any vindictive feeling —but in order to see whether she 
could not be rescued from her present wretched condition. The girl was 
brought before Mr. Tyrwhitt at the Marlborough-street police-court and 
remanded. 

Sovereicns mn Apyssinta.—The Blue-book recently presented to 
Parliament tells the story of an unfortunate mishap on an interchange of 
os between Her Majesty and the late King of Shoa. The young 

ing, to whose father we had sent a mission on an extensive ie, de- 
spatched to Aden some elephants’ tusks and rhinoceros’ horns as 8 present 
for Her Majesty, with a complimentary letter, in which, however, he com- 
plained that the Queen had not sent to him on his accession, and asked 
Her Majesty to send him $1,500, or, if she had gold at hand. he would 
wish the same amount of gold, and also that Her Majesty would send him 
“persons who could make a crown and cannon and paint pictures and build 

laces” It fell to Lord Palmerston to answer the Royal letter. On 

half of the Queen he reciprocated congratulations and good wishes, and 
he sent 300 sovereigns, as desired, but added, with respect to the wish for 
the assistance of men skilled in the arts, “that the distance between Eng- 
land and Shoa was great and a journey would occupy much time, and, 
moreover, the workmen in the Queen's dominionswere at that time (1849) 
much employed; but that if any should be at liberty at any future time 
and willing to go to Shoa, the Queen would be very glad that any of her 
subjects should be of use to the King in any of the things which he men- 
tioned.” The King of Shoa being at war and in the field, it was a long 
time before the letter and the sovereigns reached him ; but in 1852, Cap- 
tain Haines, political agent at Aden to the Government of India, was sur- 
prised by the arrival of a messenger bringing back the box of sovereigns, 
and bearing also a letter from the King. The King had been extremely 
angry when he found that only a smail box was sent him, and said that 
Commander Harris brought his father presents that required 150 camels to 
carry them. Proceeding to open the box, the King tried one sovereign in 
the fire and cut another in two, “but could not make it out gold. It 
became brass. He had asked for red gold that would not turn to brass. 
He therefore sent back the box of brass coins.” The King’s messenger 


claimed 100 German crowns, as the King declined remunerating him; 


but Captain Haines also declined, as he had not employed him. The box 
he poor King’s reign 
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and life came to an end before long. Theodore, fighting his way to 
supreme power in Abyssinia, attacked and eubdued Shoa; its ruler took 
refuge in the forests, and there sickened and died. 

Wrat our Guns can Do.—The accuracy and mobility of our 
English big guns have been lately demonstrated to perfection by an ex- 
periment at Shoeburyness. The running-deer target is five feet square, 
and travels upon wheels. Ata range of 1,000 yards the apparent size of 
the deer is very small, and seems almost nothing compared with the 
sights of a heavy piece of ordnance; and when the nine-inch gun was 
placed in position to shoot at this mark flying—i.e., dragged rap dly along 
by a team of horses—there seemed little probability that even one out of 
the ten rounds could possibly strike it. I should like to ask for guesses as 
to the time required to fire ten projectiles weighing 250lb. each from a 
12-ton gun. The actual case was this:—Ten rounds were fired at the 
moving target in eight-and-a-half minutes, two of the ten struck it, and the 
rest dropped close by. The range was known; but so would the range of 
any ship or boat be known if it passed near one of our sea forts, because 
all sorts of scientific appliances would be employed to ascertain it with 
certainty. In eight minutes and a-half, therefore, or let us say ten 
minutes, a small gunboat would have been hit ten times by a single gun. 
A battery of ten guns would have struck the gunboat 100 times in ten 
minutes, When the evidence laid before a late military committee is 

ubli shed we shall learn what naval men say of their chances of striking a 
tery. ‘The captain of the Miantonomoh was asked, when in England, 
what he thought would be the result if bis ship was lying opposite Gibral- 
tar, exchanging shots with the shore. “I'll tell you what it is, Sir,” he 
replied; ‘if I thought for a moment that they meant to fire at me, I guess 
1'd soon show them a clean pair of heels.” 

Tue ORIGIN OF A MILLIONAIRE.— A Welsh paper informs us that the 
original Crawshay, of the family of the present Crawshays whose wealth 
is so enormous, was a farmer's son, who one day rode to London on his 
pony (his sole property) to seek his fortune. He began by sweeping out 
the warehouse of an ironmonger. This ironmonger had been a successful 
speculator in exporting iron pots to America, and the cunning young ap- 
prentice observed that if the Americans used so many pots they must 
want hooks to hang them on. Whereupon the master not only took the 
hint, but kindly determined that Crawshay should send them out, and 
that he would lend him the money for the purpose. Upon this venture 
was realised £100, and from that time the farmer's son moved rapidly up- 
wards, being first taken into partnership by his master, and ultimately be- 
coming an iron king in South Wales, whose descendant, lately deceased, 
has left, it is computed, seven millions sterling. It is a curious fact that 
from this stock have arisen, in so short a time, two baronetages and one 

rage—that of Lianover. 

NationaL ReropiaTion.—Loose morals are contagious; having 
half ruined private finance, they are now infecting Governments. Thus 
the newspapers of the same day tell us that in the United States both the 
Republicans of Ohio and the Democrats of Pennsylvania have decided 
that the Government bonds shall be paid in greenbacks instead of gold ; 
that a Government commission in Italy has recommended the Government 
to deduct the income-tax, which is 8 per cent., from dividends paid to 
Italian fundholders, even those residing abroad; and that the Austrian 
Cabinet have decided to deduct the same tax, amounting to 10 per cent., 
from the coupons of all Government loans, including even those which 
were contracted under an express guarantee against such an im The 
Times well remarks that such proceedings are called in private life bank- 
ruptcy and compromises; in the languages of governments they are 
simply measures and necessities. 

Tug Dancers or Pen and Inx.—The Abyssinian captives fappear 
to run very considerable risk from the over-use of pen and ink. One of 
their letters, after finding its way into the English newspapers, has reached 
the hands of a person holcing office under King Theodore ; and as the con- 
tents of this letter were anything but complimentary to his Abyssinian 
Majesty, the consequences may be uyly for the writer and his fellow-cap- 
tives. It might be as well if their friends in England, before hurrying off 
to the Editor of The Times with their letters, gave to all such possibilities 
a little consideration. Second thoughts are sometimes best. 

Reapy Monry.—The ready-money system is obtaining in other trades 
besides the grocery trade. Messrs. Lewis and Allenby, the silk mercers, 
have spon‘aneously issued a manifesto, to the effect that henceforward a 
discount of five per cent. will be allowed by them an all purchases for 
cash; whilst, on the other hand, they will charge interest at the rate of 
five per cent. on all accounts of more than six months’ standing. We 
have no doubt this excellent example will soon be followed by all the re- 
spectable tracesmen of the metropolis. 

Tue CENTRAL Paciric RaiLway.—The engineer in charge of the 
Central Pa:ific Railway reports that he has completed the tunnel through 
the suinmit of the Sierra Nevada, is descending the western slope of the 
range, and will soon reach the open country of the Great Salt Lake basin, 
where he expects to lay a mile of rails every day. At this rate, the line 
will soon connect the Atlantic with the Pacific. On the eastern side, and 
up to the tunnel, the rails are completely laid, trains are running, and 
there is already traffic enough to surprise even the Americans. 

Tre Late Sir Davip Brewster.—At a meeting held last week, in 
the Royal Society's Rooms, Edinburgh, it was unanimously resolved, on 
the motion of Lord Neaves, seconded by Dr. Andrew Wood, that a mona- 
ment, taking the form of a statue, to Sir David Brewster, should be 
erected in some public and conspicuous part of Edinburgh. A committee 
‘was appointed to carry out the resolution. 

Tre British Inpia STEAM NavicATION CoMPANY.—It appears 
from advices from Annesley Bay of the 19th of February that the vessels 
of the British India Steam Navigation Company had done good service, 
not only in landing troops and stores without accident, but also from the 
fact that by their powerful condensing apparatus they were able to supply 
daily to the troops many thousand gallons of good fresh water, not other- 
wise to be obtained. . 

Tue Doxe or Beavrort’s Strup.—The largest and most important 
sale of horses remembered to have taken place at Bristol was held on 
Thursday, when fifty-one lots, selected from the Duke of Beaufort's stud, 
were disposed of by Mr. J. H. Fielder. The large company included many 
geatlemen well known in the sporting world. The general opinion was 


that good prices were realised. 
Google 


RerormM Makes Worx.—One evidence thereof is the new iron railing 
round Hyde Park, too solid and strong to be pulled down. Another is, 
that to supply the demand of the new Boundary Commission, five hundred 
and sixty thousand maps have been printed and delivered from the Ord- 
nance Survey-Office at Southampton. 

A YousNG woman named Mary Callaghan has been committed to prison 
for twenty-one days by the Shrewsbury magistrates, on a charge of being 
one of the principals in a prize fight which took place on Monday, on 
the banks of the Severn, near Shrewsbury. Alice Davies, the other 
combatant, wasfunable to appear, she being already lodged in gaol on 
another charge. 

Tue reward of £500 for the discovery of the Rev. B. Speke has been 
distributed by Colonel Gilbert, chief constable of Cornwall, among Mr. 
Vincent, deputy chief constable, Superintendent Barnes, Inspector Opie, 
and constable Soady, the officer who took Mr. Speke into custody. The 
lion’s share has been given to Superintendent Barnes, but all four officers 
(The Times says) express themselves perfectly satisfied. 

Tue Figaro programme states, ‘* A frightful misfortune has just befallen 
Mdme. Carlotta Patti in the course of her tour in the South. Her husband, 
M. Scola, has gone mad. It appears that the father of M. Scola died mad in 
a lunatic asylum in Milan. The son had formerly been a tenor, and was 
a widower when he married Mdme. Carlotta Patti.” 

Mr. Macaoagte, who was designated by Bishop Gray as Dr. Colenso’s 
episcopal opponent in Natal, seems to have abandoned, at all events for the 
present, any intention ofgiving up his living in England. He has adver- 
tised for a curate “for the Old Church, Accrington, of moderate views, 
active habits, and some experience in parochial work.” 

Tue death is announced of the Rev. Dr. Tidman, who has been for 
many years past one of the foremost men amongst the Congregationalists, 
more especially in connection with the London Missionary Society. He 
was formerly minister of a chapel in Barbican. 

At the Cambridge Union last week the subject of debate was the pro- 
position “ That the elevation of Mr. Disraeli to the Premiership is a sign 
of political decay in England.” The motion found only 12 supporters, 
and there were 108 against it. 

WE are glad to announce that the Earl of Derby has never ceased to 
make steady, though slow progress since his health took a turn towards 
convalescence, and his medical advisers and family now entertain the hope 
that he will soon be able to leave Knowsley for the metropolis. 

As the railway train a few evenings ago was passing between Macroon 
and Cork the guard was struck in his van twice, and seriously hurt, by two 
large stones flung with much violence. This is one only of a number of 
similar outrages reported lately from the same district. 

Tue dinner given in honour of Mr. Brand by the Liberal members of 
the House of Commons, on the occasion of the presentation of the testi- 
monial, is fixed for the 28th of this month. The chair will be taken by 
Mr. Gladstone. 

Tr is announced that the Bishop of Winchester progresses very favour- 
ably. He is altogether in an improved and, it is hoped, in an improving 
condition. His speech is gradually returning. 

Miss Locxwoop, of Betchworth, near Dorking, who died a few weeks 
since, has left to the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge the 
large sum of £28,000. 

THE whole of the debate on the Alabama claims, which filled whole 
pages in the morning papers, was telegraphed to New York by the Atlantic 
cable. The transmission of the report occupied ten hours. 

Her Magssty will probably visit Cambridge this commencement, for 
the purpose of inaugurating the statue of the late Prince Consort, sub- 
scribed for by the members of the Senate. 

Tue Commissioner of the City Folice is to have his salary raised from 
£1,000 to £1,350 a year. 


LETTER FROM MR. BURLINGHAME. 


The State Department at Washington has received the follow- 
ing letter from Mr Burlinghame, dated Shanghai, Dec. 11, 
1867 :— 


Srr,—You will have learned from my telegram from Peking of my ap- 
pointment by the Chinese Government as envoy to the Treaty Powers, and 
of my acceptance of the same. The facts in relation to the appointment 
are as follows: I was on the Percipy, proceeding to the treaty ports of 
China to ascertain what changes our citizens desired to have made in the 
treaties, provided a revision should be determined upon, after which it was 
my intention to resign and gohome. The knowledge of this coming to the 
Chinese, Prince Kung gave a farewell dinner, at which great regret was 
expressed at my resolution to leave China, and urgent requests made that 
I would, like Sir Frederick Bruce, state China's difficulties, and inform the 
Treaty Powers of their sincere desire to be friendly and progressive. This 
I cheerfully promised to do. During the conversation Wensiung, a leading 
man of the empire, said—‘‘ Why will you not represent us officially?” I 
repulsed the suggestion playfully, and the conversation passed to other 
topics. Subsequently I was informed that the Chinese were most desirous, 
and a request was made through Mr. Brown, Chinese Secretary of the 
British Legation, that I should delay my departure for a few days, until a 
proposition could be submitted to me. I had no farther conversation with 
them until the proposition was made in form, requesting me to act for them 
as ambassador to all the Treaty Powers. I had in the interim thought 
anxiously upon the subject, and after consultation with my friends, deter- 
mined, in the interests of our country and civilisation, to accept. The 
moment the position was formally tendered, I informed my colleagues of 
all the facts, and am happy to say that they approved of the action of 
the Chinese, and did all they could to forward the interests of the mission. 
J. M‘Leary Brown, late Chinese Secretary of the British Legation, was 
persuaded in the common interest to act as first secretary to the mission, 
and Mr. Dechamps, a French gentleman, who had accompanied Fing on a 
visit to Europe, was selected es second secretary. Two Chinese gentlemen 
of the highest rank were selected from the Foreign-office to conduct the 
Chinese correspondence and as couriers, My suite will number about 30 
persons. I shall leave for the United States by the return steamer for 
California. I limit myself in this note to the above brief history of the 
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mission, reserving my reason for accepting it to a personal interview at 
Washington. I may be permitted to add, that when the oldest nation in 
the world, containing one-third of the human race, seeks for the first time 
to come into relations with the West, and requests the youngest nation 
through its representative to act as a medium of such charge, the mission 
is one not to be solicited or rejected. Dr. L. Wells Williams, for the sixth 
time, has been left in charge of the United States Legation in China, and 
is in every respect competent to conduct its affairs. Permit me to request 
the Government most earnestly not to name my successor until I can give 
it information, which may be useful in making a selection.—I have the 
honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant. Anson BuRLINGHAME. 
Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State. 








" THE OPIUM TRADE. 
The Calcutta correspondent of The Times has the following 
remarks on the cultivation and export of opium to China :— 


The state of the case is this. China will have opium, just as England 
will have gin, and Scotland whisky. All facts go to show that the abuse 
of opium in China, while great, is by no means equal to that of alcohol in 
Europe. The moral question is not whether China may be supplied with 
opium, but whether England, as a nation, as the ruling Power of India, 
ought, in ita official and national character, to grow, manufacture, and 
export the drug, the use of which, after two or three wars, has been 
legalised in China. Yet this is the position of England at this 
moment in relation to three-fourths of the opium exported from India. 
I have taken the trouble of testing the arguments of the Bom- 
bay school—who say they are free from all such objections—and of the 
Bengal school—who are obstinate Conservatives—by studying the work- 
ing of both systems on the spot. England ought rather, it is said, at 
once to cut all connexion with the monopoly system, by leaving the 
growth and manufacture of opium to the ordinary laws of supply and de- 
mand, and assume the only true position for a moral and Christian 
Government of putting on opium the very highest duty it will bear, so as 
to reduce the abuse attending its consumption to a minimum. Now, in 
Bengal it is as responsible for the trade as any English distiller, or rather 
as Mr. Disraeli would be if he drew the revenue from a State monopoly of 
the growth of malt and manufacture of alcohol, In Bombay, on 
the other ‘hand, England holds the unassailable position of the man 
who saya, ‘Opium is a natural gift, liable to abuse; China will have it and 
India will grow it. I tax every chest of 112 Ib. exported £60, to check 
the export and restrain the abuse.” It is obvious that under the Bombay 
system of Excise the moral responsibility of the whole nation is not only 
removed, but the precarious character of the revenue ceases. Poppy-grow- 
ing and opium manufacture become a trade with China as cotton is with 
England, and the only question for the Indian Government is, ‘‘ how heav 
a tax will the opium bear?’ The change in Bengal doubtless could not 
be effected all at once; and even if carried ont gradually the revenue for 
8 year or two would be reduced. But this, at the worst, is the price which 
must be paid to get rid, not only of an intolerable and unusual responsi- 
bility of a national character—such as Russia even lately shook off, but 
to secure permanence and even healthy increase in a branch of revenue 
which would be as steady as the Excise or Customs duties. Mr. Glad- 
stone himself could not calculate on his ways and means if he had 
to depend on opium, under the present Bengal system, for a sixth 
of his revenue. Much less can persons like Mr. Massey, who, 
with no Indian experience, have to depend on the fiscal policy of 
the very Government and Board of Revenue whose notions of politi- 
cal economy sagrificed Orissa, and who are bound up in the present 
system, with its vast establishments, which afford highly paid sinecures to 
the senior civilians pronounced incompetent for a judgeship. 

What are the facts? Asto Bengal, I have gone through the poppy- 
fields of Shahalad and have witnessed every detail of the manufacture in 
the enormous godowns of Patna. Under a severe contract law, twice as 
penal as any that have ever been proposed for ordinary agricultural pro- 
duce and scouted by England, advances of money are annually made to 
the peasants of Behar, Benares, and elsewhere. The State lies out of 
these advances for a year. Its establishments of highly paid officials, and 
oppressive or colluding native subordinates, supervise every detail—the 
preparation of the fields, the sowing, the weeding, the scraping of 
the capsules, the collection of the crude juice, its transit to the 
State factory, and its sale in Calcutta. Yet, in spite of its expensive 
establishments, smuggling is the rule. A large portion is left in the 
hands of the growers in an average year, and this is sold to men in the 
Calcutta Bazaar, whose agents bring it down in boats covered by onions, 
at once to conceal the drug and its smell, or in small bundles by railway. 
Last year a special detective agency was employed, and made alarming 
discoveries of this character. In the fields of Malwa, even under the 

ross misgovernment of native States, the cultivation and trade thrive, 

ecause they are on a healthy system of free trade, checked only by ex- 
cise duties. The peasant ploughs, pounds, and manures his fields the 
moment the rainy season closes. He, or bis money-lender, manufactures 
a very pure opium after a very simple fashion, takes it to our 
Political Agency at Indore, pays his £60 a chest of 112 1b. grossa, and 
receives his pass to Bombay, whence the chest is exported on the Poli- 
tical Agent’s passport. There is no reason why more than £60 a chest 
should not be taken high as that seems. If the growth and manufacture 
“were similarly free in Bengal, away from the abuses of native States, and 
with facilities of transit unknown in Central India, a better opium than 
at present would be produced by competition. Nor need the cultivation 
and manufacture be any more free and widespread than is the case with 
spirits here. A licence might be exacted on the cultivation within certain 
areas; the produce might be manufactured ia a licensed factory, and the 
whole be worked as under the existing central distillery arrangement. 
The study of both the monopoly and excise syatems on the spot convinces 
me that the former will not bear the light of day, and that the latter needs 
only a fair trial to prove a financial success, both in the amount and per- 
manence of the revenue, as well as its freedom from all moral and eco- 
nomical objections. The Secretary of State should call for Sir Charles 


Trevelyan’s minute, and the other papers extending from Sir R. Hamilton’s 


and Sir W. Muir’s proposals in 1856 to the present day. 
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, requiring a certain amount of nimbleness, skill and perseverance. 


OBITUARY. 


—_—O— 

Mr. T. P. Crostanp, M.P.—Mr. Thomas Pearson Crosland, M. P. 
for Huddersfield, died after a lingering illness at his residence at Gledholt, 
near Huddersfield. Mr. Crosland was fifty-two be of age on the 29th 
of last December. The deceased, who was a member of the firm of Messrs. 
George Crosland and Sons for a considerable number of years, took an 
active part in local affairs. both political and commercial. In politics for 
many years Mr. Crosland took an active part, and was the life and soul of 
his party. Energetic and determined, he was an extremely formidable op- 
ponent. At the last general election he came forward as a candidate In 
opposition to Mr. E. A. Leatham, who had represented the borough for 
helf-a-dozen years, and he was placed at the head of the poll by a majority 
of over 200, the largest majority—except in one instance—ever obtained 
by a member for Huddersfield. There are already rumours as to the aspi- 
rants to fill his place. Mr. Leatham, who was unsuccessful at the last 
election, is spoken of, as well as Mr. Somerset Beaumont. 

Sin H. Froyp.—The death is announced of Sir Henry Floyd, Bart., 
the grandfather of the Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart. The deceased, 
who was a major-general in the army, served with much distinction in the 
Peninsula and at Waterloo. He is succeeded by his son, Captain John 
Floyd, late of the 3rd Foot, The first baronet was coloned of the 8th Light 
Dragoons, and distinguished himself in India, notably at the siege of 
Seringapatam. His daughter married the illustrious statesman, Sir Robert 
Peel. 

Sin Richarp Dicsy Ngave, Bart.—We regret to announce the 


—_—__—__—— 





death of Sir Richard Digby Neave, Bart., which occurred at his resi- 
dence in Peter rue: The deceased baronet was the eldest son of 


Sir Thomas Neave, Bart., by his marriage with the daughter of the late 
Very Rev. William Digby, Dean of Durham. He was born in 1793, 


and married in 1827 the Hon. Mary Arundell, youngest daughter of the 


ninth Lord Arundell of Wardour, which lady died in 1849. He suc- 


ceeded his father in 1848, and was educated at St. Mary's Hall, Oxford, 
where he graduated B.A. in 1815. 


Was the author of “ Four Day's in 
Connemara,” and has ‘been high sheriff of Essex. He is succeeded by 
his son Arundell Neave, born in 1829, and at present a captain in the Srd 
Dragoon Guards. 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 


—J—— 

Tas AusrrtaAN Expepition To THE Far East. — The Vienna cor- 
respondent of the Standard says, an instance of the inveterate dislike of 
the Hungarians to anything like community of action with Austria was 
shown in the sitting of the delegations held there on the 8rdinst. In 
discussing the naval budget the question was put whether Hungary would 
take part in the projected scientific mercantile expedition to eastern Asia. 
“ Poor Hungary,” such was the anawer, “has no money for such things, 
and, moreover, has no interest in voting money in order that the Austrian 
flag may wave on foreign seas.” It isin these last words lies the real 
motive for non-participation, and not want of funds. If Austria had 
offered to hoist the Hungarian flag at the maintop of the vessel going ont 
to China and Japan, to furnish it with German scholars and men of 
science, whose Teutonic surnames she had first translated into Hungarian, 
as the Hungarians themselves are so fond of doing when a bit of glory is 
to be got by it, and, paying all the expenses, left Hungary to reimburse 
her ally when it should be convenient—which would be at the Greek 
Calends—then Hungary would have been delighted, and we should not 
have heard a syllable about her being so “poor.” The Hungarians, how- 
ever, have since found reason to doubt the profundity of the wisdom of 
the speaker on the Asiatic expedition above quoted. M. Overbeck, the 
Austrian Consul in Canton, is at present in Vienna, and from him it bas 
been learned that for some time both the Chinese and Japanese employ 
corn flour in considerable quantities as an article of food, not confining 
themselves any longer, as was formerly the case, to the use of rice and rice 
flour only. This information has modified very considerably the resolution 
the Hungarians had come to of not participating in any way in the 
Austrian expedition to Eastern Asia, and as a fair prospect of finding a 
new market for their grain thus opens before them, they have given up 
their original intention of holding back. ‘‘ Poor Hungary” will now 
share in the undertakiug, and even though it be the flag of Austria, which 
by this means will wave on foreign seas. 

Crinese SLAVERY IN Cuna.—There are 40,000 Chinese slaves in Cuba, 
says the New York Times, and the new importations are constantly and 
rapidly augmenting their numbers. We call them slaves. They are mally 
auch. Their bondage only lasts for eight years, and in this respect differs 
from the modern slavery of the African race, but in other respects their 
slavery is as rigorous as it well could be. The nature ®f their treatment 
and labour, their absolute subjection to their masters, and the other con- 
ditions of their servitude, are such as to make it impossible to regard them 
as free labourers, or as anything else than slaves. Cuba has been compelled 
to resort to this system of slavery because of the stoppage of the African 
slave trade, which until a late day has supplied the island with labour. 
So enormous are the demands of Cuba for labourers,—so great are the 
profits of the planters from the employment of enforced labour in the 
raising of sugar, coffee and tobacco, and in preparing them for the markets 
of the world, that, when it ceased to be possible to obtain slaves from Africa, 
they were compelled to find them elsewhere. China opened just as Africa 
closed, and the work of importing the new stock was at once actively begun. 
The supply was unlimited, and many of the old African traders at once 
changed the field of their operations, and went into the new Chinese busi- 
ness. Instead of the demand being as yet satisfied, however, it is now 
greater than ever, and 1,000,000 of Chinamen would find eager masters 
on the moment of their arrival in the island. How they are induced to 
leave their native country, how they are dealt with after they get to Cuba, 
how they are worked till death relieves them, and, finally, how they are 
thrown into trenches and wrought up into compost, would form a dark 
piece of history. The Chinese slaves in Cuba are found to be far inferior 
to the African slaves on the heavy work of the plantations, but greatly 
superior as labourers in the great manufactories and in all employments 
Hence, 
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large numbers of them are employed in the great establishments 
in the city of Havana. No one who has seen these places but will 
admit the workers are a wretched-looking lot, while their remarkable 
efficiency is well understood by their employers. It would not be 
surprising if in twenty years the Chinese slaves of Cuba outnumbered 
all the other inhabitants of the island. They certainly would do g0 if 
women were included among the importations, and if a considerable 
number of the men did not return to their native land at the close of their 
terms of bondage. But it is only males who are brought over, and there 
is little mixture betwcen the Chinese and other races on the island. As it 
is, however, they are rapidly increasing, and their condition ynd career 
must be a problem for the future to solve. 

SpEcuLation 1n New York.—A financial sensation, it is said, has 
arisen in America out of a quarrel between some of the directors of the 
Erie Railroad in New York and the famous Daniel Drew, whose religious 
reputation as one of the pillars of the Methodist Church in America does 
not prevent bim from being constantly engaged in the moat tortuous ope- 
rations in Wall-street. The quarrel which has got into the courts has 
opened up the history of one of the most stupenduous jobs of that stock- 
jobbing locality, and forthe time has caused the speculators to stand still 
in mute astonishment. The Erie Railway, as is well known in London, 
is one of the largest American railway corporations, and Daniel Drew is 
its treasurer and a director. Its stock is composed of 251.050 shares 
valued at $25,105,800, and prior to May, 1866, it was empowered by the 
New York Legislature to issue 28,000 more shares of stock for depota, 
&e., and also to issue $3,000,000 in bonds, payable in 1897, or convertible 
into stock. Vurious legal restrictions were placed upon these au- 
thorised issues, which, however, it is not necessary here to explain, 
Now, Drew, who loves Wall-street operations, and, above all, loves that 
peculiar stock-jobbing manceuvre known as “ selling short,” has for years 
speculated in Erie, and inthe early part of 1866 had sold Erie shares 
“short,” or for future delivery, to a large amount. At that time the com- 
paoy, as some of the largest railways always are, was in straits for money, 
and its credit was bad. Drew had plenty of money, and wanted Erie 
shares, so he prevailed upon his brother directors to make a rather question- 
able transaction. He loaned the company $3,000,000 for two years at seven 
per cent. interest, in return they gave him as security the 28,000 unissued 
shares and the $2,000,000 unissued bonds, at the same time, as Drew de- 
glares, giving him permission to do what he pleased with them. The bonds 
he converted into stock, and at once had 58,000 shares ta manipulate, 
and, ruling the market as he pleased, he is said to have made enormous 
sums of money, the gigantic speculations in Erie shares for the last eigh- 
teen months being all controlled by him. Drew’s enemies, not liking the 
way things have turned out, have applied to a New York Court for an 
injunction to prevent the company paving him principal or interest of his 
loan when it falls due in May next, and to compel him to pay over the 
profits of his speculation to the company’s treasury, while another set have 
asked the New York Supreme Court, by mandamus, to remove him from 
the office of treasurer. Neither case has been decided yet, but Drew, it 
said, is plucky, and will fight as long as there is any chance, while the vast 
sumsinvolved andthe stupenduous character of all the transactions make 
the quarrel one of the sensations of the time. 

Tue BLowinc up or ax ENGLISH ScHoonen aT ANTWERP.—A 
correspondent gives the followirg account of the blowing up of a schooner 
fn Antwerp harbour, which hasalready been briefly noticed in our columns: 
—“ A dreadful catastrophe has happened in Antwerp, causing the death 
of four persons and seriously injuring another. The Mary Ann, a 
schooner belonging to Goole, Marshall master, was lying at anchor a 
short distance below the offices of the General Steam Navigation Com- 
pany of London, which faces the river Scheldt, and was there loading a 
cargo of naphtha for London. She had already received on board 482 
barrels, when a terrible explosion took place, the schooner suddenly biew 
up. The explosion was caused, it is supposed, by some of the barrels 
undergoing spontaneous combustion. The master's wife, and the two men 
composing the crew, were below forward at the time, and were either 
burned or suffocated, as they were never seen. Captain Marshall was the 
only one of the ill-fated persons on deck, and though much burned, there 
was an attempt made to save him, but the poor man fell into the river and 
wasdrowned. He might have been saved had it not been that he at- 
tempted to return to save his wife. The mate, who was son-in-law to the 
master, was saved though much burned, and now lies in a very precarious 
state. This is the fourth vessel that has been destroyed by fire in Antwerp 
—and in each case the ship was loaded with petroleum or naphtha—within 
the last year and a-half. but it is the first time that life has been lost.” 

Tue Dicxity or Concress.—In a debate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives at Washington upon the Diplomatic Appropriation Bill, General 
Logan (the same who suggested that President Johnson should be ‘cast 
out of the White House, asthe devil was hurled over the battlements of 
heaven ") proposed an amendment, that Mr. Seward should be authorised 
to appoint an agent to enter into negotiations for the purchase of empires, 
kingdoms, rebellions, wars, volcanoes, icebergs, snow and rain-storms, 
earthquakes, and submerged or undiscovered islands. The amount of any 
purchase to be liquidated as follows :— Russian bears at ten dollars each, 
the purchaser to take them as they run; walruses at one dollar each ; Sitka 
Indians to be thrown in without cost; icebergs at twenty-tive cents per 
ton; rain-storms at one cent per barrel; volcano@s at filty dollars each ; 
with more nonsense of the same kind. We cannot pretend to say whether 
the Republicans are opposed to territorial acquiaition¢upon a basis of con- 
acientious policy, or whether they are only opposed to it just at present 
because it is the policy of a statesman whom they detest. 

Suicipe sy Deputy.—A man has just been sentenzed to five years’ 
imprisonment by the Court of Assizes of the Eure for the following curious 
act. On the afternoon of Christmas-Day the corpse of a labouring man, 
called Maurice, aged sixty-six, was found seated in an upright posture 
amidst some ruins at Chateau-Gaillard. As the deceased had been heard 

to declare that he intended to commit suicide, the death was at first sup- 
posed to have been voluntary, but afterwards suspicion alighted on the 
accused from language which fell from him, and he was arrested. When 
interrogated he stated that on the 22nd December he met Maurice, who 
asked him to go and buy a pistol at Andelys, which he did, and met the 
depeased at Chateau-Gi lard, by appointment at five o'clock. The latter 
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then taking the weapon attempted to shoot himself, but the cap failed 
Quillet having discharged the piece on the ground, reloaded it, when his 
companion begged him to fire the shot, offering as a recompentee all the 
money he, Maurice, had about him. After some persuasion the accused 
consented, and, at the first essay, the old man fell dead. He then propped 
the body up as it was found, and placed the pistol in the-hand. He had 
acceded to the request without thinking of the enormity of the act, having 
been drinking. 


Honarste Resutts or Faming.—The Echo d' Oran has the follow- 
ing:—‘ No historical famine has presented to the saddened eyes of 
humanity so horrible a spectacle as that which is at this moment to be ob- 
served among the Arabs. Two days ago a native woman, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Misserghin, killed her daughter, 12 years of age, and gave the 
flesh to her other children, and partook of it herself! The legal autho- 
rities hearing of the circumstance at once proceeded to the spot, and on 
entering the hut occupied by these cannibals learnt that the heart, the 
liver, and the interior portions of the corpse were eaten, because they could 
not keep, The mother was occupied in salting the flesh, cut up into 
pieces, exactly as is done with pork.” ‘I'he Invalide Russe gives the fol- 
lowing picture of the frightful situation of Finland, where the population 
is desolated by famine :—“ Every day,” writes the clergyman of the 
parish, ‘‘more than 50 peasants present themselves at my house com- 
pletely exhausted by hunger, imploring bread for themselves and their 
families, who for some time have been living on moss, hay, and the bark 
of the fir. This frightful famine is far from being local, as the whole of 
this province is suffering under it. The last resources are exhausted, and 
the population has go other alternative than to eat hay and straw or die 
of starvation.” 


ETHNotocicaL Caances tn Peru.—Mr. E. G. Squler, late Com- 
missioner of the United States to Peru, has brought some curious informa- 
tion from that country. He asserts that from a variety of cauzes the white 
population of Peru is diminishing relatively if not absolutely, and that there 
1s good reason for believing that the day is not far distant when the Indians 
of the interior will assert their independence, and make an effort to restore 
in some form the empire of the Incas, the memories of which are cherished 
among them, under some one of the descendants of those sovereigns. Such 
aresult, Mr. Squier thinks, would not be a misfortune for Peru‘or the world, 


Cuorcu versus THEATRE.—The cure of Notre Dame de Lorette 
addressed his congregation—the most fashionable congregation in Paris— 
on Sunday last, and after scolding them for their stiff-neckedness informed 
them that whoever should thenceforward attend the representation of a 
certain wicked play at the Theatre Francais, called ‘‘ Paul Forestier,” 
should be excommunicated, the cure of the Madeleine having uttered a 
similar threat on the previous Sunday. M. Augier, the director of the 
Theatre Francais, on hearing of the ban thus placed upon his establish- 
ment, is said to have replied, ‘‘ Very well, henceforward 1 shall decline to 
sell tickets of admission to my theatre to whoever shall attend the represen- 
tations at the Madeleine and at Notre Dame de Lorette.” 


A Mysterious box, marked “ jewels,’ was received some years since 
in the ‘lreasury department of the United States. It is considered so very 
suspicious that no one has dared to touch it. The House has ordered the 
treasurer to open it, but the treasurer is a careful man, and has refused 
to go near it. Some people are inclined to thick it contains an ‘ infernal 
machine.” Perhaps it is nothing more than what Artemus Ward cailed a 
“ goak.” 


Tne French papers announce that the Marquis de Gallifet, who had 
been dismissed the army on account of his duel with Prince Achille Murat, 
has been restored to the service with higher rank than he before held ; and 
it is anticipated that his antagonist, who had voluntarily withdrawn from 
the army before the duel took place, will also be permitted to resume his 
former position. 


Pa:nce Itursipe, the adopted son of the late Emperor Maximilian, 
has just entered the Pope's regiment of dragoons, ‘‘to be ready,” sug- 
gests the Secolo, ‘with the other dethroned royal pretenders, for the day 
when the grand campaign of universal reaction ahall be opened ;” not a 
very distant day, if the signs are not altogether misleading. 


PagsipENT JOHNSON has announced to Congress that he has par- 
doned 125 criminals since April 14, 1865. Of these 99 were counter- 
feiters, 21 forgers, and the others convicted for “fraud,” “ perjury,” 
“false claim,” “false vouchers,” and “ making false entries on bank 
book.” 


AN‘ official announcement has been laos at Berlin stating hat a 
project is on foot for inducing 5,000 Germans to emigrate to Lima via 
Antwerp, under pretence of establishing a colony. The Government 
therefore cautions the public against emigration to Peru. 

THE Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, of Phitadelphia, who will be remem- 
bered as American minister to England from 1850 to 1855, died at his 
home in Philadelphia, on February 20th, at the advanced age of eighty- 
two. He has lived in complete retirement of late years. 

Tuk Saxon Government has just presented to the Chambers a Bill 
which proposes to abolish the penalty of death, as well as certain corporal 
punish ments still employed in the prisons. 

A TELEGRAM from Lisbon says:—‘ The health of Queen Maria-Pia is 
better, and it is said that her Majestv will proceed to Italy in about three 
weeks ona visit to her father, King Victor Emmanuel.” 

Boru Houses of the Kansas Legislature have now ladies as their en- 
rolling clerks, and they have just passed a law permitting all “ persons,” 
without distinction of colour or sex, 10 practise law in all the courts. 

It is annonnced by telegraph from Constantinople that Captain Hobart 
has been named Councillor of the Turkish Admiralty, and has received 
the rank of Pasha, with a salary of 3,000 lire per annum. 

Tue late King Louis of Bavaria is said to have left a fortune of 
£1,720,000. 

Tue good people of Lisbon have been amusing themselves by burning 
Queen Maria Pia in effigy. 

TwrTY-FIVE new railways are being laid within eighty miles around 
New York city. 

Ma. Jerrerson Davis has been nominated for the presidency of the 
Texas Pacific Railway. 
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FRANCE.—It is understood that the Emperor Napoleon is 
far from satisfied with the manner in which the Legislative 
Body has lately been presided over. There are rumours that 
iM. Schneider (who, having bawled himself hoarse, has not yet 
recovered his voice) will be placed in the chair of the Senate ; 
it is doubtful who will succeed him in the Legislative Body. 

PAPAL STATES.—Great anxiety is felt respecting the health 
of the Pope. The Holy Father has lately had several epileptic 
fits, to which he was subject in his youth, but from which he 
had not suffered for many years. He lately had a very bad 
seizure, exciting quite a panic at the Vatican. Dr. Viale Prela 
remonstrated with the Holy Father on his efforts in giving 
audiences and attending ceremonies, and told him that his con- 
tinuance in such a course would endanger his life. 

UNILED STATES.—The Ohio Republican State Convention 
has adopted a resolution in favour of General Grant fur the 
Presidency, and Mr. Wade for the Vice-Presidency ; also reso- 
lutions approving the impeachment of Mr. Johnson and the 
currency payment of bonds. ‘The Pennsylvania Democratic 
Convention has adopted resolutions endorsing the course pur- 
sued by Mr. Johnson, condemning his impeachment as -grossly 
partisan and unjustifiable, and in favour of the currency pay- 
ment of bonds. A mass meeting has been held at Baltimore, 
endorsing President Johnson's conduct and donouncing his im- 
peachment. Mr. Jefferson Davis has been enthusiastically re- 
ceived at New Orleans. —(By Attantic TeLEarapa)—New 
York, March 16. Commercial: Gold, 139%; Five-Twenty 
United States’ Bonds, 1882, 1102; ditto, 1885, 108}; 
Cotton—middling upland, 25}c. 





LAST NIGHT’S PARLIAMENT. 

In the House of Commons the Ciancettor of the ExcHEQuER, 
answering questions from Captain Vivian and Mr. CHILDERs, stated that 
up to the present time the cost of the Abyssinian expedition had not ex- 
ceeded Mr. Disraeli's original estimate of £3,500,000.—The fourth night 
of the debate on the condition of Ireland was then commenced by Mr. 
MonsELt, who admitted that the proposal to charter a Catholic 
University showed a feeling of respect for the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland which called for gratitude, though he personally preferred 
that Dublin University should be thrown open to all religions.—Mr. 
BUTLER-JOHNSTONE was of opinion that on the land question the Go- 
vernment had gone pretty nearly as far as could be expected, but ex- 
pressed thorough disappoiatment with the rest of their policy.—Mr. 
GrecorY, admitting the general accuracy of Lord Mayo’s picture of 
the progressive condition of Ireland, and allowing that Fenianism was 
confined to one part of the country, and was utterly impracticable in its 
aims, maintained that there was much discontent afloat which ought to be 
dealt with immediately ; and it ought to be dealt with as nearly as possible 
in the same spirit as an Irish Parliament would handle it in. Among 
other remedies he suggested direct diplomatic relations with the Pope, 
moderate loana of public money for improvements, and an improved ad- 
ministration of railways.—Mr. ConotLy intimated that he should oppose 
Lord Mayo’s Land Bill if it was like that of last year. As Mr. Conolly 
sat down more than a score of members sprang up to continue the debate 
in all parts of the House, and the SPEAKER called on 

Mr. W. H. Guapstone, who, in a very successful maiden speech, argued 
that the circumstances of Ireland required a bolder treatment than the 
Ministerial programme. He advocated a system of certain and liberal com- 
pensation for improvements, and this he would substitute for the tenant- 
right custom, which he did not altogether approve.-—Lord CasTLEROSSK 
complained of the timidity of the Government in not dealing with the 
Church.—The discussion was continued on the same side by Mr. Du LA 
Pogr and Mr. Syxan; by Colonel Bruen, who argued against the estab- 
lishment of fixity of tenure by law, and approved the endowment of a 
Catholic University ; and by Mr. KENDALL, who justified the course of the 
Government on the three points—Land, Church, and Education. 

Mr. GLavstons, who rose just before ten o'clock, and was loudly cheered 
by the Opposition, pointed out that, numerous as had been the blots hit in 
the Ministerial programme, their greatest error of all was that they had 
failed tu realise the grave fact that we had reached a crisis in the Irish 
question. Mr. Gladstone discussed at length the adequacy of the Go- 
vernment policy to the exigencies of the case under six heads, viz.:— 
Parliamentary Reform, the Repeal of the Ecclesiastical Titles Act, Rail- 
ways, Education, Land, and the Church. The first three he dismissed very 
briefly, and on the question of University education he remarked that 
the Roman Catholics had a real grievance. On the land question 
Mr. Gladstone asserted that the real grievance of the Irish people 
had been acknowledged by the Devon Commission, which had 
recommended a measure of compensation for improvements. After 
condemning strenuously Lord Mayo’s hint at an increase in the Regium 
Donum and a subsidy to the Roman Catholics from the Consolidated 
Fund, and ridiculing the Government pleas for delay, he announced, amid 
loud cheers from the Opposition, his opinion that the Church, as a State 
Church, must cease to exist. Religious equality must be established, diffi- 
cult though the operation might be; but he decidedly condemned the 
principle of bringing up other denominations to the level of the Church by 
grants from the Consolidated Fund, and the plan for redividing her 
reven e: among the clergy of different denominations. Those plans had 
long passed the point of practical possibility. On the whole, he agreed 
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very much with Mr. Bright's mode of effecting this great operation. He 
recommended Mr. Maguire to withdraw his motion, but he intimated that 
unless Mr. Disraeli’s speech differed altogether from the speeches of his col~ 
leagues, it would be the duty of the Opposition to ask a decided opinion 
from the House on this question; and it must not be a mere empty 
declaration, but it must be attended by some practical step which would 
show the Irish people that Parliament was now in earnest. 

Mr. Diskakut, who was also loudly cheered, commenced by ironically 
bewailing the unhappy fate which made the commencement of his Minis- 
terial career coincident with the imperious necessity of immediately settling 
an account seven centuries old. Examining the elements of the Irish 
crisis, as stated by Mr. Gladstone, he showed that all of them had existed 
while he was in office, and that no attempt had been made to deal with them. 
Commencing with the University project, he defended the Ministerial 
programme in detail. He vindicated next the land policy of the Govern- 
ment, premising that in this and all other points the Government had 
proposed, not that which was theoretically perfect, but which was practical 
and practicable. Passing to the Church question, and admitting that the 
Trish Church was not in the position he should wish to see her, having in 
her communion the majority of the people, Mr. Disraeli discussed and de- 
fended the priociple of ecclesiastical endowments. He denied that the 
spirit of the age was opposed to endowments, as had been laid 
down by Mr. Bright, who, with the aid of the philosophers, had appa- 
rently converted Mr. Gladstone to the same opinion. He warned the 
House that it was not the comparatively limited issue of the Irish Church, 
it was the principle of ecclesiastical endowments, an entire revolution in 
the national habit and character, which was at stake. Drawing from the 
Ministerial benches loud and continuous cheering, he denied the moral 
competence of the House to decide that issue without an appeal to the 
country. It was a question which the country alone could decide. For 
thirty years the Liberal party had been in power, but what had they done 
to prepare the public mind for such a revolution? This Parliament, he 
held, ought not to decide it ; it ought to be reserved for the new and en- 
larged constituencies. Being personally in favour of ecclesiastical endow- 
ments, he strongly objected to the destruction of the Irish Church. The 
violence and confiscation with which it mast be accompanied would be a 
great detriment to Ireland, where there had already been vivlence and con- 
tiscation enough ; but he reserved to himself the right of considering the 
labours of the Commission now sitting, and expressed a decided opinion 
that the moment had arrived when there must be a considerable change 
in the condition of the unendowed clergy of Ireland which would elevate 
their influence. He concluded by avowing his belief that the Ministerial 
programme was the commencement of a new policy for Ireland. 

Mr. Macuirr's motion and the amendment were withdrawn, and the 
debate came to a close. 


Tr is the intention of Her Majesty to visit the camp at Aldershot 
during the present week. 

New Peers.—It was yesterday announced that Lord Derby, previous 
to his retirement from the Premiership, recommended to Her Majesty the 
following gentlemen for elevation to the peerage: —Sir John Trollope, Sir 
J. Walsh, Sir Brook Bridges, and Sir Stirling Maxwell. All of the new 
peers are baronets who have been long and favourably known to the House 
of Commons, and who have given stanch support to the Conservative 
cause. It is rumoured that other new peerages and several baronetcies 
will shortly be gazetted. The Times says:—‘ We understand from good 
authority that the services of Lord Chelmsford having been thought de- 
serving of some public recognition, he was offered the Grand Cross of the 
Bath, which he declined, upon the ground that it was a distinction wholly 
unsuited to an ex-Chancellor.” 


COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
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Latest Dates, Recetvep viA MARSEILLES, Marcn 14. 
Singapore .........ssecc0.0 Feb. 7 Hong Kong .............0. Feb. 1 
Batavia... .. Jan. 80 | Shanghai .. see Jan. 26 
Manila ........0.04... Jan. 22 | Yokokama..............0. Jam. 19 


The next inward mail (the first under the new contract) is due on the 
23rd inst. It will bring Hong Kong dates to Feb. 12. Telegrams from 
Hong Kong to 2ist Feb., announcing the fire at Foochow, have been 
received via Calcutta. Those in advance of the mail of Feb. 26 are over- 
due, but their non-arrival is accounted for by a rupture in the Persian 
Gulf cable. 

The demand for bar silver has subsided; the quotation now is 60jd. 
The rate for six months Bank bills has advanced to 24 per cent. 

The annual meeting of the Oriental Bank will be held on the 16th April. 

The Sakura, screw-steamer, built for Japan, is loading for Bombay. 








ARRIVALS NOT IN THE TABLES.—March 15, at Falmouth, from Java, 
Svea; 16, at, Deal, from China, Laurel; off Falmouth, from Saigon, for 
Bremen, Lobelia; 8, off New York, from Hong Kong, N. B. Palmer; 3, 
off Boston, from Singapore, Catherine; 17, in the Downs from Manila, 
Napoleon; from Ceylon, Teviot, Horsa, Skimmer of the Waves. 

Departures.—March 18, from Penarth Dock, for Shanghai, Western 
Empire; 14, from Sunderland, for Yukohama, Evangeline; from Hamburg, 
for Shanghai, Antelopg. 

Larp-on.—At London, for Colombo, Fort Regent, Silver Craig; at 
Liverpool, for Singappre, Gladiateur ; for Batavia and Sourabaya, Jontsen. 

MiscELLANEovus.—At Callao, Jan. 29, Uncowah, Rosciano, from Macao; 
80, Britannia, Smith, from Galle, and sailed Feb. 4 for Chinchas; Feb. 2, 
Pedro I., Julle, from Macao. At Mauritius, Jan. 26, from Singapore, 
Sultana; 30, from Colombo, St. Magnus; Feb. 16, from Sarawak, Sea 
Star (with damage); Jan. 9, from Macoa, Carmeline. 


Hist of Passengers, 








bie Peo us < Linge Haar SLA ed "i " 

er P. and O. steamer Syria, from Southampton, March 14.—To Hong Ko: i 

Bombay): Mr. C. F. Beart. Mi. D. Phillips. ‘ seriaa tet 
Per rench steamer Moeris, from Marseilles, March 19 (booked from London).—To 

Shanghai: Mr. Ieury Stanze, Mr. Allcock, To Hong Kong: Mr. G. Booet. Tu Singa. 

pore: Mr, Edmond Collinet. 
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Per P. and O. steamer Massilia, from Marseilles, March 22.—To Yokohama (via 
Bene) : Mr. Walters. ; 

Per {', and O. steamer Ripon, from Southampton, March 21.—To Shanghai: Rev. E. 
W. and Mrs. Syle, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Carter, Mr. and Mrs. W. King. To Hong pene: 
Mr. Conconi, “tr. H. Moscrop, bir. W. W. Blayney, RN. To Singapore: Mr. q 
Gould, Miss Woolley, Dr. und Mra. Moniot, Lieut. MWolbeche. ‘o Ceylon: Miss 
Wilson, Mr. W. Wragg, Mr. R. Roughton, Mr. and Miss Creasy, Mr. J. Gray, R.N., Mrs. 

ray. 

Per P. and 0. steamer Nyanza, from Marseilles, March 29.—To Nagasaki: Mr. W. 
Stok. To Shanghai: Mr. Gilmour. Mr. T. A. Annett, Mrs. Robinson, Mr.J. M. Ringer, 
Mr. .F. Milsom, Mr. Kssex. To Hong Kong: Mr. J.G. Austin, Mr. A. McG. Henton, 
Mr. T. H. Chapman, Mr. S. A. Gundry, Mr. C.J. King, Mr. F. R, Gamwell, Mr. H. Mar- 
shall, Mr. Kinnear, Mr. Hale, Mfr. R. F. Hamilton, Mr. Pearcy, Mr. J. Goddard. To 
Singapore: Mr. anJ Mrs. Adamson and child. To Ceylon: Mr. H. McKenzie. 

Per P. and Q. steamer, from Southampton, April 4.—To Ceylon: Mr. Byrde, Mr. 
ard Mrs. Byrde and child, 

From Marseilles, April 12.—To Shanghai: Mr. BE. J. Hogg. To Hong Kong: Mr. R.¥. 
Walker, Mr. &. Hodson. To Batavia: Mrs. Wierderholt, uaughter, aud governess, Mr. 
A.@.T. Marx, To Ceylon: Mrs. Mais, Mr. A. Reeves, Mr. EK. E. R. Wiggin. 


Che Hondon & China Cxpress. 


LONDON : WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1868. 
—o— 
THE CHINA MISSION. 

In our record of Parliamentary proceedings there is one paras 
graph that will excite both astonishmentand disgust in the minds 
of our readers. We refer to the announcement made by Lord 
Stan.ey in the House of Common; that he had approved the 
appointment of Mr. Joan McLeavy Brown as member of Mr. 
BuriixaHaMe’s Embassy, and that he was prepared to enter 
into negotiations or discussions with Mr. BoRLINGHAME (should 
his credentials prove authentic) on “ all matters affecting the 
“Chinese Empire.” In ur opinion a more fatal error could 
hardly have been committed. By this hastily-given pledge— 
which it will be impossible hereafter to withdraw—Lord STaNLEY 
has virtually bound himself to accept just such a settlement of the 
Treaty revision question as Mr. BuRLINGHAME may have autho- 
rity to offer. The process of revision is removed from the spot 
where alone it could be effectually carried out, and the responsi- 
bility that should rightfully devolve on our Minister at Peking, is 
removed from his shoulders. Whatever concessions Lord StaNLEY 
may make to the ‘‘ Chinese Empire,” as represented by Mr. Bur- 
LINGHAME, must of course be faithfully carried out ; on the other 
hand, whatever undertaking Mr. BORLINGHAME may enter into on 
behalf of his slippery clients, will inevitably be treated by them as 
waste paper whenever they find, or fancy, that their interests will 
be served by such a course. This BoRLINGHAME mission, too, 
comes to us as a second-hand affair. The Ambassador visits the 
United States first,so that whatever arrangements the American 
Government may see fit to make with the citizen they are receiv- 
ing in the guise of a foreign envoy, will serve as a precedent for 
his proposals to our own Government ; and as all questions to 
be discussed must necessarily be regarded by Mr. BurtincHaME 
from an American point of view, any negotiations into which we 
enter with him cannot fail to be influenced accordingly. It will 
be observed, too, that Lord StanLey, when asked to produce 
copies of the memorials and despatches regarding the revision of 
the Treaty, :efused the latter, on the ground that they were “ still 
under “ consideration.” This strengthens the supposition that 
the subject is being “ considered” here instead of at Peking—to 
what purpose we cannot understand. Had Lord Stantey, in his 
reply to Mr. OsBorng, said that ‘‘ Her Masesty’s Government, 
“ would welcome the coming mission as an evidence of the good 
“ feeling of China towards this country, and would negotiate 
“ with Mr. BORLINGHAME on all matters excepting the revision 
“of the Treaty, which must take place at Peking,” all would 
have been well. But as it is, the Foreign Secretary stands 
committed to a course of action that can, we fear, end in 
nothing but discomfiture. He has evidently been persuaded, 
by representations from Peking, to accede to propositions that 
he would, if left to his own unbiassed judgment, have rejected 
with contempt. 








We understand that all vessels passing Anjer bound to 
Java are now reported to Batavia by telegraph, at the expense 
of the Chamber of Commerce, and vessels bound for other 
ports are reported by post. Should the captains or owners of the 
latter wish a telegraphic report, the cost of the message must 
be sent to Mr. Scxuit, the harbour-master at Anjer, who will 
forward the telegram. - 

A PARLIAMENTARY paper just issued contains the “ Agreement 
“under which Play-rooms are now held in Heligoland,” and a 
copy of the Hong Kong Ordinance No. 9 of 1867, generally 
known as the “Gambling Ordinance.” The bare text only of 
the document is given, without any correspondence, comments, 
or information regardivg its working. 
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THE PENANG MAIL SERVICE. | 


Tae Penang Chamber of Commerce has taken prompt action 
in the matter of the alteration in the mail service, by addressing 
a letter of remonstrance to Sir Harry Orp, Governor of the 
Straits Settlements. After deprecating “the hasty and secret’ 
“ manner in which the arrangement has been carried out,” the 
memorial goes on to state that the improvement effected of 
late years in the commerce of Penang is due in a great measure 
to the Settlements being in direct communication with Europe. 
In support of this assertion the case of Malacca is referred to, 
where the development of resources has been, acrording to the 
memorial, extremely slow, owing to the want of mail commu- 
nication. In conclusion, the Chamber expresses an earnest 
hope that the GovErxor will use his influence with the British 
Government on behalf of the Settlements to procure a resump- 
tion of the P. and O. Company’s service. From a return 
issued by the Chamber and appended to the memorial it 
appears that the number of vessels which cleared from Penang 
for Great Britain from 1859 to 1867 (inclusive) was 160, the 
total tonnage being 73,800 tons, averaging 8,200 tons per 
annum. The total value of the imports and exports from 
the year 1840 is thus returned :—From 1840 to 1845, 
£6,019,288, annual average, £1,203,857 ; from 1845 to 1850, 
£7,749,699, annual average, £1,549,939 ; from 1850 to 1855, 
£9,123 477, annual average, £1,524,469 ; from 1855 to 1860, 
£15,470,394, annual average, £3.094,078 ; from 1860 to 1866, 
£20,072,911, annual average, £4,012,582 ; from 1865 to 1866, 
£4,304,937. ; 

It is clear that if a return to the old system cannot be ob- 
tained some sufficient substitute must be found, and one very 
pertinent suggestion has been made, to the effect that advantage 
might be taken of the opium steamers now running between 
Calcutta, the Straits, and China, as a means of conveying Eng- 
lish mails, not only to the Straits, but to China, as ail cor- 
respundence for Celeutta is now sent via Bombay, ard the 
Straits by this route could be reachel quicker than by Galle. 
This would of course necessitate the fixing of the opium sales 
about a day or two before the due date of the mail from Eng- 
land. We hope the Indian Government will give attention to 
this question, as, independent of the service rendered to the 
Straits and China, it seems but rational that the opium sales 
and steamers sliould correspond with the arrival of mails from 
England. The whole subject should be taken up by the Straits 
Settlements Association. 





GUNBOATS FOR CHINA, 

Iz will be remembered that in the Navy Estimates of last 
year a certain sum was appropriated for the construction of 
twin screw composite gunboats for service in the China Sea. 
Some wise economists—notably Mr. CHILDERS, Mr. STANSFIELD, 
and Colonel SykEs—opposed the item as an extravagant one; 
this elicited a Ministerial explanation to the fact that piracy 
was on the increase in China waters, owing to the slowness and 
inefficiency of our gunboats there, and that the ten new, fast, 
and powerful vesscls were necessary to replace them, and thus 
secure adequate protection for our commerce. To a certain ex- 
tent the views of the reformers found favour in the eyes of the 
House, and the number was ultimately cut down to eight ; 
these eight however, were promptly commenced, and we have 
from time to time recorded, with much satisfaction, the 
progress made with “the new gunboats for service in 
“ China.” Some have already been launched, and have made 
satisfactory trial trips; others aresaid to be nearly ready, and 
an Admiralty order was lately issued to the effect that some 
six or eight of them were to be ready for commission by the 
lst of April, It is with no little disappointment that we 
state that at present there is little chance that any of these 
will find their way to their legitimate destination. That they 
have been specially built for the China station there can be 
no doubt ; but on making inquiries regarding their despatch, 
we are informed that none of the gun-vessels lately launched, 
or now building, are intended specially for China; that they 
will be commissioned as they are ready, for any station where 
they may be required ; and that there is no present intention 
to despatch any of them to China! This seems almost incre- 
dible ; it appears nevertheless to be a fact, and we must add, 
one that is most unaccountable on the part of the Admiralty. 


7 Tue first meeting of the Committee of the “Hong Kong 
Association ” will be held on the 18¢h inst., after the departure 
of the French mail. 
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: THE SUEZ CANAL. 

THE accounts respecting the progress of the work of dredging 
out the great canal are very contradictory ; on the one hand, 
we are told that the soil has been found to be full of stones 
@vhich break the buckets and render the work slow and trouble- 
some, while on the other it is stated that 30 dredging machines 
are in full work, that since the beginning of the present year 
the excavations have amounted to at least two millions of tons, 
and that the ship canal may be expected to be opened about 
the end of 1869. In the meantime, official accounts have 
appeared of the amount of traffic on the small canal during 


the present year, the receipts being given as follows s— 
Francs. Cts. 


First quarter... ces ee ses 255,149.67 
Second ditto sae wns 262,754.27 
Third ditto “ee wee aes 300,321.56 
October ses we 231,996.41 

Total = 1,050,221.91 


It is calculated that the receipts of the last two months will 
have carried the amount to 1,500,000f. (£60,000). These 
results have obtained from a tariff reduced 33 per cent. as 
compared with the charges mado in 18¢€6. It is stated that 
the English Government sent no less than 19,000 cases of 
stores to the Suez Hospital for the use of the Abyssinian 
expedition by this route, and that the Messageries Imperiales 
and the Peninsular and Oriental Company avail themselves of 
it for the transport of coal to Suez. 


THE DEATH OF MRS. JARDINE. 

It is with the deepest regret that we have to record the 
death of Mrs. Jarprixe, wife of Robert Jarpinz, Esq., M.P., and 
head of the firm of Messrs. JARDINE, MatHeEson, and Co., China. 
This melancholy event took place on the 7th inst., in the twenty- 
first year of her age, about six weeks after the birth of a son and 
heir. The deceased, Margaret Seton, was daughter of Joun 
BoucHanaNn Hamitton, Esq., of Lerry. The marriage rejoicings, 
our readers will remember, attracted considerabie attention, for 
the bride was much beloved and csteemed in her native home. 
Her loss to the neighbourhood was considered of much im- 
portance, especially among the poorer classes, who occu- 
pied much of her attention. Hard indeed is it to bow to 
the will of Providence in removing her from this world ; for 
@ more happy and useful marriage seemed impossible. Both 
husband and wife possessed all those virtues calculated to pro- 
duce happiness in themselves and all around them. Nothing 
was wauting; they possessed ample means and _ hearts 
that could feel for the wants of their fellow creatures. 
It may truly be recorded as one of the most painful and me- 
lancholy bereavements ever inflicted. One consolation does 
remain—and nota light one—that her Christian life in this 
world has doubtless secured for her a place in heaven. In the 
words of the poet Lyte, we may say :— 

* Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away. 
The remains of the deceased lady were removed to the home 
of her childhood in Dumfriesshire, and the burial took place on 


the 14th inst, 


WESTERN CHINA. 

An Indian correspondent of The Times gives an interesting 
account of the steps now being taken to open up the trade 
with Western China. He states that the Bhamo expedition, 
through the Shan Khakyea country to Talifoo, capital of the 
Panthays, in South-Western China, left Mandalay on the 13th 
of January. The King lent Captain Sladen and the members 
one of his steamers, but the Irrawaddy is so low at this season 
that they would probably have to take to boats. At Bhamo, 
mules were ready for them. After spending the large sum of 
32,800r., the route advocated by Messrs. Sprye, and surveyed 
to our frontier, has been most properly abandoned. The survey 
was forced on the Government of India, in opposition to its 
better judgment, by Lord Cranborne, who himself yielded to 
pressure which Sir C. Wood long intelligently resisted. What- 
ever be the result of the expedition, they are on the old caravan 
route by which the trade of South-Western China has found 
its way to Pegu and the Bay of Bengal for centuries. Nothing 
more has beeu heard of the French expedition up the Cam- 
bodia, which left Saigon nineteen months ago; but corre- 
spondents in Upper Burmah believe that it has gone to the 
highest possible point up the Cambodia, and thence crossed by 
the caravan route to the Yang-tse-kiang, down which it will 
sail to Shanghai. Meanwhile, the authorities of British Bur- 
mah have made a most important proposal—to construct a 
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railway from Rangoon up the left bank of the Manaddy, 180 
miles, to the large city of Prome. A trunk road is being made, at 
any rate, and the work might be utilised. This is the highway 
to the frontier at Thyetmyo, to Mandalay, Bhamo, aud China. 
For local purposes the line is required; and it would pass 
through the most fertile and populous part of Pegu. But it 
would prove the first section of the true linc, for tapping the 
trade of Sechuen would be to the Manadely and China what 
the East India line is to the Ganges and the North-West. Now 
that the Government of India has committed itself to a noble 
project of guaranteed railway extension, British Burmah should 
have its share, and this line would be made in a district where 
timber is inexhaustible, and only oue big bridge, the Hlyne, is 


’ LAUNCH OF A STEAMER FOR CHINA. 

On Tuesday, the 10th inst., there was Jaunched from Messrs. 
Hatt, Russet, and Co.’s building yard a screw steamer for the 
trade on the coast of China of the following dimensions :— 
Length between perpendiculars, 220 feet ; breadth of beam, 31 
feet 6 inches ; depth of hold, 22 feet 9 inches; builder’s mea- 
surement, 1,440 tons. She is fitted with a pair of direct acting 
condensing engines of 170-horse power nominal, capable of 
working up to 600, having extra large boilers with all the 
modern appliances for saving fuel. Sheis constructed of iron, 
with decks and fittings of teak wood, and has a spar deck fore 
and aft. Her saloon and ‘tween deck accommodation will be 
fitted with due regard to efficient ventilation, which is so ne- 
cessary to the climate and trade in which she is to be employed, 
and will accommodate 20 first, 40 second, and 250 third-class 
passengers ; leaving the entire of the lower hold for cargo, for 
the loading and discharging of which there are two steam 
winches fitted on thespar deck. She will be brig-rigged, and 
fitted with the latest improvements for striking yards and masts, 
and reflects the greatest credit on her builders. 

She is owned by Dovatas, Lapralk and Co., and is intended 
as a consort to the screw steamer Douglas, which was built in 
the same yard some time ago, and proves very successful. She 
is to be commanded by Captain Saerprrp. The launch was 
accomplished very successfully, and as she glided into the water 
Miss SrracwaN gracefully christened her the Quang Tung.* 





« 








A NEW JAPANESE DICTIONARY. 

Dictionnaire Japonais-Francais, traduit du Dictionnaire Ja- 
ponais-Portugais. Publié par Léon Pagés. Paris: Firmin Didot 
Fréres, Fils et Cie.—We have to note the completion of this 
work, which has been in the press six years. It has been issued 
in parts, the fourth of which is now in our hands. The editor 
still promises a valuable addition in a translation of the famous 
grammar of Rodriguez, and a geographical vocabulary, compiled 
by Mr. F. V. Dickins, author of Z'ranslations of Japanese Odes. 
These latter portions are to be speedily forthcoming, and will 
form a separate volume. The dictionary is now completed, and 
makcs a large volume in imperial octavo. It is remarkably well 
printed. The Japanese words are given in a bold black type, 
with the same in Katakana also. 

The original work is a curiosity of literature, having been 
published first in Japan, in Portuguese and Latin, and afterwards 
in Manila, in Spanish, in the former case by the missionaries 
of the Socicty of Jesus, andin the latter by a Dominican monk. 
Copies of these works are now very rarely found in Europe or 
Japan. The Bodleian Library in Oxford possesses the diction- 
aries in Portuguese and Latin, as well as Rodriguez’s grammar, 
and the Marsden Library of King’s College contains one diction- 
ary, Latin-Portuguese Japanese. These we believe to be the 
only copies in England. ‘The learning and industry of the 
Jesuits is well known; no difficulties ever prevented them 
from accomplishing any work necessary to gain over the people 
of heathen lands to their own faith, and in these erudite works 
they have left enduring monuments of their zeal and ability. 

We lately announced the publication of Dr. Hepburn’s Japan- 
ese Dictionary, which is a work of sterling merit in lexicography, 
and we can with equal confidence recommend M. Léon Pagés’ 
dictionary as being alike a necessity for the student of Japanese. 
They are supplementary to exch other. The dictionary of the 
Jesuits is especially necessary for the readers of Japanese litera- 
ture, and Dr. Hepburn’s work is adapted for the student of the 
colloquial language more particularly, although it also contains 
numerous expressions peculiar to the classical and the Buddhistic 
literature of Japan. 


* Kwang-tung would have been better. lt is a pity that the use of the Q—(long since 
bandoned by universal consent in spelling Chinese names)—should thus be perpetuated. 
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BANQUET TO GENERAL CAVENAGH. 


Tas late residents of the Straits Settlements now jn London 
assembled at the Albion Tavern on the 14th inst., to present to 
General CavENAGH, their late Governor, a testimonial in the 
shape of a full length portrait, very ably executed by Sydney 
Hodges, which is to be hung in the town-hall at Singapore, and 
in addition to the portratt a pair of silver candelabra and four 
dessert stands, which are designed to be en suite with the 
centre-piece (presente. by Penang residents), and are orna- 
mented with models of the native animals and foliaye, in- 
cluding the curious pitcher plant. The testimonial from 
Penang consists of a large centre ornament in ‘silver, with 
groups of native figures and beetle-nut palms of a very light 

-and novel design. The whole of the silver is designed and 
executed by Mr. STEPHEN Smiru, King-street, Covent-garden. 
The number of gentlemen present was about thirty-five, a list of 
whom will be found below, and it will be observed includes 
some of the members of the present Government who had held 
appointments under General CavenacH. The assemblage wus 
a very harmonious one, the dinner excellent, and the committee 
of management, consisting, we believe, of Messrs. GREENSHIELDS, 
Reap, Paterson, and Leveson, deserve great credit for the 
satisfactory arrangements and general success of the banquet. 


Mr. W. Napier, Chairman of the Straits Settlements Asso- 
ciation, presided. After the prelimjnary toasts of the QuEEN, 
the Prince and Princess of WaLres, the Army and Navy, which 
were responded to by Colonel CotyeR and Admiral Kung, 
lately Commander-in-Chief on the China station, the Chair- 
man proposed the toast of the evening, “ The Health of 
General Cavenaau.” After considerable cheering, Mr. Narizer 
entered on some description of the objects and intentions of 
that meeting. Gencral CavenaGu, he said, was well known to 
those present, and through good report and evjl report he had 
conscientiously conducted the government of the Straits for a 
period of about eight years. During that time he had to con- 
tend with numerous difficulties, arising on the one hand 
through the Native States by which Singapore is surrounded, 
and the Government of India which he served. The various 
acts of General CAVENAGH have always been characterised by 
sound and judicious treatment. The conflict between the in- 
terests of those he governed was no mean task to reconcile. 
Although he had not the pleasure of being resident under the 
General, and indeed had not seen him until this evening, he had 
closely watched all his public acts, and with trifling exceptions had 
reason to be satisfied with his government. Mr. GREENSHIELDS 
followed the Chairman as one of the committee appointed to 
present the testimonial, and on behalf of the committee rose to 
present to General CavENnaca the testimonial which was now 
before them, in the shape of a portrait to be hung in the town- 
hall of Singapore beside that of Rarries, CRAWFURD, and Borrer- 
WORTH, and this would be the last of the Governors under the 
old regime. The portrait and the plate were presented as an 
offering to his probity and general excellence. He had known 
the General from the time of his arrival until his departure, a 
period of about eight ycars, and he could attest to the patient 
and sclf-denying conduct of his duties, as well as the general 
hospitality of Government House during his term of office. 

Mr. Pappay followed Mr. GREENSHTELDS on behalf of Penang, 
and after a few observations as to the high opinion in which 
the Penang residents held Gcneral CavENAGH, proceeded to read 
a letter from Mr. Baty, in which he very appropriately alluded 
to the various public and private acts of the GENERAL during 
his tenure of office. The toast was most enthusiastically drunk, 

General CaveNaGH rose to reply with great emotion. He 
was not prepared for so large and important an assemblage to 
welcome him. He could, without claiming the credit and praise 
which the proposers had been good enough to bestow, most 
sincerely assure them that he had to the best of his ability con- 
ecientiously discharged, his duty, and in doing so he had on 
many occasions received valuable assistance from the com- 
munity, and also from the various officers of the Government 
under him. He remembered particularly on the introduction 
of the Stamp Act, that the merchants had made representations 
which he succeeded in inducing the Indian Government to 
follow, and he believed that it bad been the means of saving 
the measure from being a disastrous failure. He trusted that 
the present rulers of the Straits Settlements would always main- 
tain those principles of free trade which had answered so well, 
and he doubted much if the Colonial-office would sanction the 


impoat of any restrictions on shipping or commerce. He hegged 
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to propose “Success to the Straits Settlements,” and with it 
coupled the name of Mr. Reap, mem er of the Legislative Coun- 
cil at Singapore, who had always been ready to give any as- 
sistance pro bono publico. Mr. ReaD in his reply alluded to 
the various questions of interest to the Straits—the Dutch 
aggressions in Sumatra—trade with the Nicobars, and the ex- 
tension of our treaties with the native States. He was sorry 
to say that merchants in Singapore were too apt to confine 
their attention to the trade already developed, and were supine 
as to the future or increasing their sources of trade. He trusted 
that the policy of tho Straits Government would always Le that 
of free ports and no restrictions. 

The health of Mr. Joun Crawvorp was next proposed by 
the Chairman. Mr. Crawrorp took charge of the Govern- 
ment of the Straits in 1821, and did much to consolidate 
the advantages bestowed by Sir Stamrorp Rarries. It was 
chiefly owing to the vigilance of Mr. Crawrurp that the valu- 
able tin mines in Sarawak were opened up. Since his residence 
in this country he has always been ready to devote his attention 
to matters connected with the Straits, and he was a most valu- 
able adviser. Mr. CkawFurb, in acknowledging the toast, said 
he had much pleasure in meeting so large a number of gentle- 
ten connected with the Straits ; that he was now in his eighty- 
fourth year, and could hardly expect many more such meetings. 
He said that the prosperity of the Straits was, in a great mea- 
sure, owing to the residents themselves. 

Mr. Leveson next rose to propose the “Colonial Service,” 
coupled with the name of Colonel Macrnenson, the present 
Colonial Secretary, who had just arrived from Singapore. He 
wished the Secretary of Strats could have been there also, for 
he would like to bestow on him a little of that education which 
was now so much in vogue. The “Straits Settlements Asso- 
ciation,” he might say, had been formed for the purpose o ‘edu- 
cating the Colonial-office. He was pleased to see so large a 
number of old residents there, and hoped it would lead to an 
“annual gathering.” (Loud applause.) 

Colonel MacrHerson had much pleasure in returning thanks, 
and was delighted to find his old friend and Governor so much 
honoured. The new Government of the Straits, he could 
assure them, was making satisfactory progress, and if the resi- 
dents would but exercise patience they would find that trade 
generally would flourish more under the new than the old 
regime, and he could assure them that there was no intention 
to depart from the free trade principles originally laid for the 
Straits. 

Mr. Reap then proposed “ The Guests,” which was responded 
to by Mr. CRawrurp. 

Mr. GrgENSHIFLDS called attention to the desirability of a 
yearly dinuer, which was received with great applause. 

The CuarrMAN in a neat speech proposed “the Press,” with 
the name of Mr. Anarer, He need not dwell on the power of 
the press and literature; they had just scen Mr. DisRagut rise 
to the highest post in this country, and in France equally 
striking instances occurred. 

Mr. ANGIER, in reply, said that tho press had a most im- 
portant and at times unpleasant duty to discharge, but so far as 
he was persona!ly concerned, he could assure the readers of the 
London and China Express and London and China Telegraph 
that they were conducted on thoronghly independent principles, 
and that the object of the proprietors was to be of service to the 
communities of the Far East, and not pull the strings of any 
particular section. 

General Cavenaau then proposed the health of the Chairman, 
and on behalf of the company thanked him for his able dis- 
charge of the duties. 


The following is a list of those who were present :— 


W. Napier, Chairman Straits 
Settlements Association. 
Major-General Orfeur Cavanagh. 

The Bishop of Labuan. 


Admiral G. St. Vincent King, C.B. 


John Crawfurd, Esq., F.K.S. 
Colonel R. Macpherson, R.A. 
Colonel G. C. Collyer, R.E. 


T. G. Knox, 11.B.M. Consul Siam. 


Dr. Rose. 

Dr. Mackinnon. 

Dr. Henderson. 

Captain Hawkins, Madras Army. 
F. J. Angier. 

H. R. Beaver. 

J. J. Greenshields. 

S. Gilfillan. 

J. Gottlieb. 


J. Harvey. 

C. H. Harrison. 
E. J. Leveson. 
C. G. McClelland. 
W. Mactaggart. 
J. E. Macdonald. 
J. Murray. 

W. Ormiston. 
W. Paterson. 

J. Padday. 

R. Padday. 

A. Padday. 

D. Pryce. 

J. Purvis. 

B. Rodyk. 


W. H. Read, M.L.C. 


H. M. Simons. 
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Foreign Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 


The Bill authorising the Minister of Finance to contract the new loan 
of 440 millions contains a paragraph granting a supplementary sum of 
22 millions to meet the interest for the first year, or the discount on the 
sums paid in, so that the Treasury shall receive 440 millions clear of all 
deductions. It is observed that this mode of proceeding is according to 
precedent ; and that the last loan raised by the city of Paris, 250 millions, 
was in reality 270 millions, the difference being for the object just men- 
tioned. There have been seven loans since 1854; six for war expenses, 
and one for the improvements and embellishments of Paris. The present 
loan is to supply the deficit of 1867, and to meet the extraordinary ex- 
penditure required for the armaments and the improvements of the fleet ; 
and there is no doubt that the Chamber will be as ready to sanction it as 
it was those of previous years. 

The troubles that have occurred in Toulouse were more serious than 
supposed. They were caused by the resistance of the young men drawn 
for the conscription under the new Army Law. It is said that a soldier 
was killed, and a civil functionary severely wounded by a stone flung at 
him during the tumult. From what the Afoniteur says, certain persons 
known for their turbulent character, and no way concerned in the pro- 
ceedings of the Council of Revision, made them the pretext for aggravating 
the disorder. The authorities had taken measures for putting down any 
fresh attempt at riot. 

The Press Bill, after a long, wearisome, and, from the multiplicity of 
amendments, bewildering debate, has at last been voted by the Legislative 
Body. There were 241 Deputies present, of whom 121 would form what 
is called the “absolute majority.” Of those 240 voted for and only one 
against ; 24 retreated before the division, and, therefore, took no part in 
the vote; and 16 were reported as absent on leave. The one who gave his 
voice against it was M. Berryer, who, notwithstanding the first article, 
which abolishes the previous authorisation of the Government hitherto re- 
quired for founding a journal, did not think that the new law sufficiently 
guaranteed the liberty of the press, and he refused to sanction a measure 
containing such exorbitant provisions. With one single exception, 
it is a tissue of incoherencies and contradictions, and, indeed, is 
nearly as bad as bad can be. The Government and the Legis- 
lative Body had an excellent opportunity of being liberal at a very 
trifling cost. The sacrifice of a paltry revenue arising from the 
stamp duty, the postage, and the difference in the form of the journals, 
and dispensing with purely formal obstacles, would have won the grati- 
tude of the entire Press. From the statutory enactments previous to the 
decree of 1852 they might have taken the elements of a new Jaw as re- 
gards procedure and penalties in accordance with existing institutions. 
But the very word “ Press” seemed to strike them all with terror, and the 
Government, Council of State, and Commissions of the Legislative Corps 
tortured their ingenuity in inventing the most extravagant innovations. 
The Bill has now to be sent up to the Senate, and however hostile that 
illustrious body is to anything having the semblance of liberal reform, it 
is not likely to place itself in opposition to the Government and to the 
Lower Chamber. It will, of course, be sharply criticised; a few may ex- 
press their regret that it is not more liberal; many will pronounce it to 
be too much so, and therefore dangerous to the Empire and to society ; but 
it will, nevertheless, be voted, probably without a minority even of one. 

The Bills relative to the eupplementary credits for 1868 and the budget 
for 1869, which were laid on the 9th on the table of the Legislative Body, 
have been distributed among the deputies. The supplementary credits for 
the ordinary budget of 1868 amount to 61 millions, of which 49 millions 
are for military expenses, and the supplementary credits for the extra- 
ordinary budget of 1868 amount to 109 millions, of which 57 millions are 
for military and 26 for naval purposes. The excess of expenditure over 
revenue for 1868 is estimated at 128 millions. In the ordinary budget 
of 1869 the expenditure for military purposes is fixed at 381 millions, or 
83 millions more than in 1868. In the extraordinary budget the total 
expenditure amounts to 184 millions, of which 37 are for military and 21 
for naval purposes. 





NORTH GERMANY. 

It is said in official circles that Prince Napoleon’s visit to Berlin was in- 
tended to request the good offices of Prussia, in order to induce Russia to 
discourage the agitation on the Lower Danube, and to calm the apprehen- 
sions caused by her policy in the East. The Prince had a first interview 
with the King on the 5th, that lasted three-quarters of an hour. ‘Then 
the King sent for Count Bismark. On the 6th the Prince had a long con- 
versation with Count Bismark. On the 9th there was another conference 
between the Prince und Count Bismark, at the close of which his Royal 
Highness despatched to Paris a courier with a letter for the Emperor. His 
Royal Highness left Berlin on the 14th for Dresden, Leipsic, and Cassel, 
and he will be back at Paria by the 22nd. His intended journey to St. 
Petersburgh has been indefinitely postponed. When the Prince set out on 
his tour in Germany it was said officially that he was travelling in strict 
incognito. It avpears that the incognito is kept up, though in a manner ex- 
ceedingly original. When his Imperial Highuess visitedthe King of Penssia 
he took care to hide himself, not in a private vehicle, but in one of the 
grand Court carriages. When the French Minister held a ‘reception ” in 
his honour, the cautious diplomatist took care to keep the secret by 
publicly inviting only the Ministers, the governors of cities, and the 
generals on whose discretion no doubt he could rely to meet his guest. 
When the Prince accepted invitations it was only from the Prince Royal, 
who, as everybody knows, never busies himself with politics, and so care- 
ful is his Imperial Highness of giving any ground for remark that daring 
his stay at Berlin he has had only three or four interviews with M. de 
Bismark. And, finally, to prove how strict is the incognito, and how 
Private is the object of his journey, the official organ of the French Go- 
vernment makes no more allusion to his visit to Berlin than if he had 
never appeared there, 

It appears that the distress in East Prussia has at length broken out in 
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violence. Disturbances of a serious kind have taken place at Raban. 
Several companies bave been sent from the garrison of Koenigsberg to the 
disturbed districts. The Debats asks whether it would not be better to 
send some food to the starving people. 

The sequestration of the property of King George is already being pro- 
ceeded with, his palaces at IIanover and Herrenhausen having been placed 
under the seal of the Royal Commissaries. In the case of Count Platen no 
sequestration has been possible, it having begn ascertained that the heredi- 
tary estates of his family are as yet exclusively claimed by his father and 
elder brother. But the Count is in some personal danger. Probably his 
extradition will be demanded from Austria, under an agreement providing 
for the giving up of political offenders. Singular changes wrought by time! 
That agreement was concluded some thirty years ago by statesmen of the 
legitimist school to prevent Prussian demagogues taking shelter in Austria, 
and vice versa. It is now likely to be applied by Count Bismark, the ex- 
ecutor in this instance of the Democratic programme, against an eminent 
member of the Divine right and permanent sovereignty school. 

Owing to recent discoveries the bitter feeling against the King of Han- 
over is on the increase here. The Swiss Federal Government have ascer- 
tained the fact that one of the leaders of the Legion before leaving 
Zurich telegraphed to Count Platen at Hietzing for 100,000f. A tele- 
graphic reply was at once returned from Vienna, signed Schwartz, express- 
ing surprise that the money had not yet arrived. In addition to this 
another irritating circumstance has come to light. Herr Strobach, the 
director of the Vienna police, has not only been decorated with the Hano- 
verian order for supplying passports to the Legion, but received the per- 
mission of the Emperor of Austria to accept and wear this foreign badge 
of honour. This permission was given in November last, and retracted, 
or rather temporarily withdrawn, oo Prussia’s complaining of the irregu- 
larity of the whole proceeding. Not content with having occasioned all 
this trouble, King George is now sending photographic pictures of the 
festivities attending his silver wedding to all those who participated in 
them. In his lofty notion of duty he probably does not care whether 
these misguided people are impeached on the terrible charge of high trea- 
son. Were this to be the ultimate result of his favours he would have 
ruined many families without inflicting more than a passing annoyance on 
this Government. Is it not enough that some fifteen persons have been 
already arrested for aiding in the formation of the Legion? 

The King of Hanover, despite the decree, remains in affluent circum- 
stances. Though the restriction of his income will, perhaps, induce him to 
curtail the outlay he is incurring for the maintenance of the “legion,” the 
journeys of saympathisers, and the subsidising of newspapers, there will be 
no necessity to reduce the pomp and circumstance of his Court. Besides 
the 2,000,000 thalers of public money appropriated he has £600,900 placed 
in the English funds by his Royal father, ard if it be permitted to allade 
to such a thing, plate worth 2,000,000 thalers at the very lowest estimate. 
In addition to this it is said, though not positively known, that he had a 
couple of millions ready money with him on leaving his capital. 

The blow dealt has been contemplated for some time past. It was 
originally proposed when, on the eve of what threatened to turn out a 
Luxembourg war, the King’s agents persuaded several hundreds of the 
disbanded soldiers of the late Hanover army to leave the country by 
stealth and form a “legion” in Holland. Though the King would fain 
have abstained from harsh measures, the Cabinet became more and more 
importunate in their demand for reprisals. Through the mediation of 
some friendly Courts—the Austrian and French, if I am not mistaken— 
the Royal exile was called upon for the last time to renounce all hostile 
proceedings against this monarchy. An unsatisfactory answer having been 
received, sequestration has ensued. ‘There can be no doubt that, a fraction 
of the Hanover people excepted, the measure will be approved by all 
political parties alike. 

An important fragment of intelligence comes from Prussia. Krupp, 
of Essen, proposes to extend his already vast establishment in order to 
manufacture iron plates to be used in the building of ships. The vessels 
of war which Prussia has hitherto ordered have been for the most part 
built in England; but the progress which Prussia has made in the arts 
necessary to the successful prosecution of that branch of industry during 
the last ten years is so marked and considerable that it has been deter- 
mined to commence the construction of steamers at home. 

A few days ago the navy estimates were being discussed in the Danish 
Lower House, when all the speakers based their arguments on the hopes 
of carrying on a war of retaliation against Germany some fature day. 
The fact is sure to be alleged by this Government as an excuse for not 
ceding a portion of Schleswig, as stipulated at Prague. 

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Hameure, March 14. 

The Russian-American Company are to receive four millions of roubles 
as compensation for the loss of their sphere of operations by the sale of 
Russian-America to the United States. At the late meeting of the share- 
holders held at St. Petersburg they were so agreeably taken by surprise at 
this announcement that they immediately passed a resolution to present 
Senator Wrangel, one of their directors—to whom they are mainly indebted 
for the successful result of the long-pending negotiations with the Govern- 
ment—with six per cent, on the amount, making the comfortable sum of 
240,000 roubles. 

Two speculative Chinese merchants have arrived with a large quantity 
of tea suited for Russian consumption at Irhjt, where the annual fair is 
now being held. As such an occurrence had never happened before it has 
made a great sensation, and the enterprising Celestials will probably repeat 
their experiment next year, as by the latest accounts they are selling their 
tea very freely. 

Russian papers announce that the Mayor of Irkatzk, who rejoices in 
the euphonious patronymic of Katyschewjew, has generously made a pre- 
sent of the needful instrumentsi required for the meteorological station 
about to be erected in that city. 

A letter from Nicolayefsk reports the loss of the schooner Sachalin, the 
only vessel belonging to that port, and which had earned large sums by 
freight seeking in those waters. She was wrecked on an island in the sea 
of Ochotzk, but the officera and crew were saved, having been picked up 
by 2 passing vessel. 

The Russian Invalide publishes some particulars about the five young 
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Japanese that have been now for three years inmates of the boarding 
academy of M. Zelowsky, at St. Petersburg. They have all made consi- 
derable progress in their studies, and can express themselves fluently in 
the Russian language; and they all exhibit great predilection for scientific 
attainments, so that next year they will be removed to institutions where 
they can prosecute their studies in a higher sphere. One has decided for 
the School of Mines, two for medicine and surgery, and the others for 
engineering and architecture. Each pupil, adds the report, pays M. 
Zelowsky 1,500 roubles annually. The eldest of them is:twenty-two years 
old, and married, but he has left his wife at home. 

Seven smooth-bore 68-pounders found in the Hanoverian battery at 
Stade formerly used to enforce the payment of the Stade dues levied on 
ships and cargoes passing up the Elbe, and destined for Hamburg and 
Altona, were sold last week by the Prussian Government at public auction. 
There being no competition they were knocked down for a mere song to a 
speculative local publican, who sent them up here and resold them with a 
a profit of 200 per cent. The last/purchaser is about to ship them for 
sale in China. 

COMMERCIAL. 

In the transactions of the past week coffee has suddenly assumed the 
first place of importance, the sales having amounted to nearly 50,000 bags 
at higher rates, and prices close firm. The rice market continues steady. 
Of cassia lignea, 1,600 chests have been taken on speculation at 124 sch. 
banco, since which the market is firmer, notwithstanding the arrival of 
two vessels from China direct with 4,500 chests. None is to be had under 
123 sch. banco. A fair amount of business has been done in pepper at 
prices decidedly in favour of importers. Spelter is higher, though the sales 
of the week have been neither extensive nor numerous, and only the fol- 
lowing transactions are reported: 500 centners in loco at 13 mks. 10 sch. 
banco ; 1,000 do. special marks at 13 13; 2,000 do. for spring delivery at 
18 10; and yesterday, 2,000 do. at 13 12. Discount 2 per cent. 


SHIPPING, 

Agnrivep.—Hong Kong, from Foochow ; Vampyre, from Macao; Amoy, 
from Canton. 

Sartep.— Antelope, to Canton ; Looling, Juno, and Peter, for Nicolayefsk. 

Loapinc.— At Hamburgh, Candace, Gustav Adolf, for Singapore; 
Serafine, for Manila; Condor, Norma, Dioscuren, Chusan, for Hong Kong ; 
Teazer, Unkel Braesig, for Shanghai; Albatross, for Nicolayefak; R. C. 
Wylie, for Honolulu. 

ARRIVALS AT BREMERHAVEN.—Como, from Saigon (with 45,000 bags 
of rice). Peiho, from Hong Kong (1,750 chests caasia lignea). Moon- 
light, from Rangoon (14,200 bags of rice). 


AUSTRIA. 

While Italy is almost overwhelmed by financial difficulties her ancient 
rival, Austria, is emerging from hers with wonderful rapidity. The two 
Financial Ministers of Austria and Hungary seem to be engaged in 
friendly rivalry as to which of them will first restore a financial equili- 
brium. The Hungarian Minister has won the race, for while his com- 
petitor has presented a scheme by which Austria will be paying her way 
three years hence, he himself is able to show a clean balance-skeet at 
once. Moreover, the Austrian Minister is compelled to resort to a 
measure which is ‘‘ heroic” in its proportions, and demands great sacri- 
fices from capitalists. Capital, whether movable or immovable, is to pay 
a certain percentage for three years. Landed property, houses, financial 
’ societies, industrial undertakings, all are to contribute in a certain ratio, 
according to their capital ; the holders of funds by a coupon tax, which is 
to be increased in proportion. 

In arecent sitting of the delegation from the Hungarian Diet the pro- 
poeals of the committee for maintaining the legation in Saxony and the 
embassy at Rome were adopted. During a debate lasting two hours upon 
the Roman embassy Councillor Falke, the Government commissioner, 
combated the opinion which had besn expressed, that the maintenance of 
the post of ambassador at Rome could be looked upon as implying hostile 
intentions towards Italy. He declared that at the present time the best 
understanding existed between Austria and Italy, and that the greatest 
importance was attached to the future preservation of the same. 

A Vienna telegram states that Prince Napoleon has abandoned his in- 
tention of visiting that capital, and will return direct from Berlin to Paris. 
He is, however, expected at Vienna in May next. 





RUSSIA, 

It is reported in [St. Petersburg that the Empercr Napoleon will pay a 
visit to that capital in June, and that brilliant fetes and a review of 
100,000 men will be prepared for his reception. 

The Budget for 1868 is about to be published. The revenue of the 
year is stated at about 480 million roubles, and the expenditure at 475 
millions. Out of the latter amount thirty-five millions are intended to be 
applied to railway works. As compared with last year's budget, the re- 
venue shows an increase of thirty-five millions, and the expenditure of 
thirty million roubles, 

Letters from St. Petersburg give a lamentable account of the famine 
now prevailing in Russia. The sufferers are no longer confined to the 
northern provinces; the famine has gradually spread to the confines of 
Siberia on the north-east, and the central provinces of Tver, Toula, Orel, 
Riazan, and Smolensk, usually the richest and most prosperous in the 
empire, and is now extending southwards. At the beginning of February 
there were 11 Governments suffering from famine; a fortnight later there 
were 19. In Finland and Lithuania the distress is even greater than in 
the other provinces, the crops in Finland having failed for the last two or 
three years, and the Lithuanian proprietors having been reduced to a state 
of complete ruin by the system of spoliation pursued by the Government 
since the insurrection. In some districts the peasants mix the few scraps 
of corn which still remain with bark or the thatch of their roofs; in others 
they eat acorns, roots, and moss. The inhabitants of whole villages 
wander about the country begging for food, and they die of hunger by 
hundreds. What makea matters worse is that the Government was only 
informed of the evil when it was too late to remedy it effectually. Strange 
to say, it is not from the local authorities that it has obtaifed this infor- 
Taation, but, as we are credibly informed, from the British Consul at 
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Archangel and our Ambassador at St. Petersburg, the officials being ap- 
parently either too indifferent or too negligent to take any steps in the 
matter. A committee, presided over by the Czarewitch, has now been 
formed at St. Petersburg for the relief of the sufferers; but notwithstandt 
ing the energy with which it has sought the aid of the more wealthy citi- 
zens of the principal Russian towns, the amount subscribed is insufficien- 
even to meet the more pressing cases. 50,000 roubles only (£7,000) hav) 
been subscribed, while it is calculated that at least 15,000,000 (£2,100,0000 
are required to save the people from starvation. 

The Empress of Russia will pass the summer at Moscow, for the benefit 
of her health. 





HOLLAND. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
RotrrerpaM, March 14. 

The Parliamentary debate respecting the interpellation that was brought 
forward by Mr. Thorbecke to show that the frequent dissolution of the 
Chamber was unconstitutional and not in the interest of the country has 
not yet given a definitive result, notwithstanding the discussion lasted seven 
days. After the Ministry had tried in vain to have the debate suspended 
till the discussions of the Budget of Foreign Affairs, Mr. de Bosch Kem- 
per brought forward a motion to close the debate, but this was rejected by 
thirty-nine against thirty-two votes. ‘Then Mr. Blusse proposed the 
following resolution:—The House having heard the statements of the 
Ministers is of opinion that the country’s interests did not require the 
last dissolution of the Chamber. A passionate discussion followed after 
the Ministers of the Interior and Foreign Affairs having stated that the 
would consider the adoption of this motion as a vote of want of confi- 
dence. The result of these discussions was that Mr. Pynappel pro- 
posed a motion to postpone the vote on the proposal of Mr. Blusse, 
in order to allow the Government to Jay diplomatic correspond- 
ence on the table to justify bis conduct in the Luxembourg 
question. The Liberal party of course approved of this propo- 
.sal, notwithstanding every one is convinced that nothing can be said 
that has not already been published by the English, French, and Austrian 
Governments. As the Minister promised that he would bring forward 
this correspondence as soon as possible, it is more than probable that 
without much delay the now suspended discussions will be resumed, and 
that finally the Cabinet will be struck by a vote of want of confidence. 
From what was said during the prolix debate, we may infer that the Cabinet 
will not retreat from such a vote, but that it will be maintained by the King, 
who, perhaps, will issue for the third time a decree to dissolve the Chamber. 
The explanation for such strange behaviour is, as is generally thought, 
that Earl van Zuylen has settled the Luxembourg question (with which our 
country had nothing to do), to please the King, and that the King now 
pleases his minister by maintaining the anti-national Cabinet. 

Baron Bentinck, our Ambassador at the Court of St. James, where he 
was accredited for more than sixteen years, died at London some days ago, 
at the age of seventy. His corpse was transferred to Holland, in order that 
it might be buried at Wyhe. It is said that Mr. Roest van siebary our 
Ambassador at the Court of Washington, will be appointed to fill this 
vacant place. Ina former letter I told you that our actual Minister of 
Foreign Affairs was assigned for this dignity, but the Arnhemsche 
Courant said that this plan was rejected, because the British Court should 
have declared that this gentleman was not agreeable to it. Notwithstand- 
ing the Minister o! the Interior declared in the Chamber that this com- 
munication was false, it is generally believed that something like that oc- 
curred. 

At the re-election at Haarlem the Liberals were defeated, Mr. Koorders, 
the Conservative candidate and anti-revolutionist, being duly elected. It 
was certainly very strange that this candidate was alao recommended 
by the editor in spe of the Java Bode, Mr. Ch. Busken Huetz, who, not- 
withstanding he will become the editor of this Liberal E. I. paper, placed 
his name under an advertisement, being a warm recommendation of a 
Coneervative. This fact shows the political conviction of this author, by 
whose scribbling I do not think that the Javanese will profit much. 

Two important Bills were laid before the Chamber, via., that to abolish 
the tithes, and that to reorganise the academical instruction. By the last 
Bill it is proposed to transfer the propssdentical instruction to the gym- 
nasia. Every town of more than 20, inhabitants will be obliged to 
maintain such a gymnasium, whilst in smaller communities progymnasia 
will be established. The academies at Leyden, Utrecht and Groningen 
will be maintained, and also all the faculties except the theological one ; 
instead thereof one or more seminaries for the instruction of reverends for 
the Reformed Church will be subsidised, as well as those institutions in 
behalf of the other communities. The study at the academies is quite free 
and no duration of the cursus is fixed, but a final examination is required; 
it is, however, not necessary that the students should have studied at one 
of the academies, it being permitted to establish private establishments 
for academical instruction. A sum of 3,000f. will be allowed every year, 
to give opportunities to poor students, to make voyages on behalf of their 
studies. ‘The students will only have to pay a sum of 200f. a year to the 
State, whilst the professors will receive from 2,500f. to 4,000f. a year. The 
reorganised academical instruction will now cost about 400,000f. a year. 
Only at the academy at Leyden instruction will be given in the Eastern 
literature, whilst the so-named India Institution at Leyden will be 
abrogated. 

In a former letter I announced that Multatuli’s “May Havelaar ” should 
be published in the English language. The translator, Mr. Alphonse 
Nahbuys, now announces in the Specta/or that he will translate the English 
text into Dutch, because the translation was done from the original 
manuscript. The greatest differences between the English and Dutch 
editions are, that the names of the places are published io full, and also 
those of the regents. 

The French Government has ordered a large quantity of breech-loaders 
to be manufactured at Maastricht by Mr. Stevens. 

In Berlin will be published a Indische Bibliothek, by the editor Lud- 
wig Dehnicke. Two numbers have been already published, viz., Aus 
dem Indischen Leben, by Dr. W. R. van Hoevell, and Ostindische Damen 
und Herren, by Dr. J. ten Brink. The translator is Mr. Wilhelm Berg, 
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Mr. J. F. Lylker, M.P., has died at Winschoten. Amongst the 
candidates to fill this vacant seat is named Mr. Cremers, ex-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. L. E. W. Roorda van Eysinga has addressed himeelf for the sixth 
time to the Second Chamber, in order that he might be rehabilitated. 
It will be remembered that this gentleman was expelled from Java, because 
he had published in the Java-bode an article named ‘“ Solo‘en de resident 
Nieuwenhuyzen.” 

I regret to have to record the death of Professor Jan{van’der Hoeven, 
who died at Leyden at the age of 67 years. 

The following members of the Second Chamber are elected as reporters 
on the India Budget for 1868: Messrs. Franssen van de Putte, van Bosse, 
Rocheissen, W. van Goltstein, and Fokker. 

P.S. To day the Second Chamber will meet at 11 o'clock. The 
Minister of Foreign Affairs will then bring on the table the diplomatic 
correspondence about the Luxembourg question. A commission will be 
appointed to report thereon, 

COMMERCIAL. 

Correr.—The market has become less active than last week, in waiting 
for the auction of the Trading Company on the 18th, at which 71,890 b. 
will be offered. The good ordinary quality is valued at 354 to 36c. 
The private transactions include 900 b. Java, ex Insulnide, 3.090 b. do. 
ex Nederland, 2.765 b. do. ex Tweelingen, 1,200 ex Nicot, 867 b. Java, 
ex Tweelinden, 872 b. ex Susanna, 844 b. do. ex Madura. The deliveries 
by the Trading Company included 87,927 b. since Ist January. The 
Company's stock amounis to 551,884 b., against 414,783 b. in 1867; and 
private stock 50,485 b. 

Raw Sucar. --The Trading Company announced itsauction of 55,800 
mats, which will be offered on the 19th. The valuation is }f, to $f. under 
the November prices. The market is very firm, and the private transactions 
are very important. 241 mats Batavia, ex Johanna Maria, No. 13 were 
sold at 32f.; 110 mats Sourabaya No: 15 at 32f.; 1.412 mats Cheribon, ex 
Alhambra, at 14f. under Nov. prices ; 802 mats Tagal. ex Wilberforce, No. 
13 at 324. ; 1,254 mats Sourabaya, ex Waterloo, No. 11% at 32. ; 985 
mats Cheribon, ex Nederland; 1,503 mata Sourabava, ex Madura, No, 18 
S829f.; 913 do. floating per Waterloo No. 12} 324f.; 805 do. floating 
per ditto No. 113, 32f. ; 1,208 mats Cheribon, ex Eddystone, No. 12 at 
32f. ; 402 mats Passarneang, ex Waterloo, No. 12} 32}f. ; 634 do. ex do. 
No. 112 at 31$f.; 1,534 mats Cheribon, ex Jolar, No. 13} at 32f. ; 1,096 
mats Passaroeang. ex Waterloo, No. 114 at 14 under November prices, 

Ricr.—The 2,840 b. Java, ex Susanne. were sold at the following 
prices :— 1,233 b. at 9$f., 567 b. at OFF. 847 b. at IOJF, and 193 b. at 
13f. In Amsterdam 1,480 b. Java, ex Vesta, were sold. 

Spices. — Large quantities were delivered during the month of February, 
but this fact had no influence upon the market, which remains dull. 


Nutmegs. Mace, Cloves. Cinnamon. 
Stock on warrants eg 4,466c. 68lce. 2,983c. 569m 
Stock unsold... ay . 1,566c. 899¢. —— —— 


TEA.—The result of the private auction, on which 1,393/4 ch. China, 
ex Yeavering Bell, from Foochow-foo (bought on 30th Oct. last), were 
offered, was that fine Kaisow Congou was sold at 80 to 8ic., the finest 
Kaisow Congou at 86 to 98c. (27 lots were bought in). and the fine Sou- 
chong at 88c. 576’4 ch. Java offered in auction were sold as follows :— 
Trade mark Madjo Congou at 77c., Souchong at 76c. ; trade mark Nan- 
goeng Congou at 71 to 87c., Souchong at 108 to 110e ; Pecco 204 to 
205c. On the 6th of March were sold in auction 265/4, 826,12, and 
250/32 ch. China, trade mark P/R& C. For the superfine Kaisow Congou 
was paid 81 to 90c., and for the fine Kaisow Congou 74 to 87c. On the 
12th of March were sold at Amsterdam 9,718/4, 124;8, and 641/12 ch. 


Java tea. The result was :— 
k. Valuation. Prices paid. 
Boey... «. 487/4 — — 50 to 80c.... 61 to 90c. 
Congo Boey... 420/4 — — .. 60, 78 .. 75,, 81 
Congo «. 3568/4 — 2/12... 60, 110 .. 64,, 145 
Kempoey_... 151/4 — — . 110, — .. 93,, 117 
Souchon Boey 87/4 — — .. 90,100 .. 96, 116 
Souchon ... 16684 — 184/12... 75, 110 ... 76,, 118 
Peceo Souchon 1551/4 — 4612... 110 ,, 160 ... 114, 198 
Soepvey Pecco 2084 — — we » 125... ILL ,, 187 
Peeco we WA 112... 100 ,, 190 ... 80 ,, 221 
Oranje Pecco 86/4 — 17612... w 110... 109 ,, 128 
Tonkay 3807.4. — 412... 60, 110 ... 61 ,, 126 
Behin... 1664 — 312... 50, 75 ... 72, 86 
Hysant w. 177/44 — 612... 80, 150 ... 72,, 150 
Uxim .. 804 198 5112... 70, 160 .,. 88,, 168 
Jonsjees G.B. 63/4 688 161/12... 90,, 200 ... 58,, 176 
Do. F.B. 28/4 87/8 7/12 ... 180 ,, 210... 156 ., 180 
115 lots were bought in. At the same auction were eold 36,8 chieste 
Uxim E.C. from 62ce. to 68¢c. 
Tosacco.—Java Leaves: The market is very inactive. On the 31st 


an auction is annonnced, at which 1,154 bags Java Tempeh, 886 bags 
P. K. Blitar, 259 bags M.D., 695 bags Mohamet. 

Ratranxs.—The Trading Company ainounces its auction on the 25th 
March, at which 70,500 bags will be offered. The valuation is from 7f. to 
12f. On the same day 29,600 bags, ex Sydney Eggers, will be offered 
by private contract. 

Inp1Go.—The market remains very firm; 150 chests were taken at 
former prices. Only small quantities are offered. 

8i1x.—The Trading Company will offer at auction on the 26th inst. 
458 b, Japan and 87b. China. The valuation is, 181 b. Maibash, 35f. to 
44f.; 190 b. Oshio, 26F. to 39f.; 38 b. Sodai, 32f. to BG; 31 b. Ida, 
35f. to 40f.; 18b. Aechezan, 25f. to B80f. ; &7 b. China, 28f. to 326. 

Bawca Tin.—The market is very firm; not only were the deliveries 
during last month very important, but at the spring auction of the Trad- 
ing Company only 51,100 slabs will be offered. Before this fact was 
known 1,200 slabs Banca were sold at 52}f., and 250 slabs at 52\f.; but 
since was paid for ],200 slabs Banca 5341. ; 700 do., 54}f. ‘The price 
now is 54f., but a bidding of 582f. might be accepted. For Tin, to de- 
liver after the auction, is paid from 54f. to 544f.; 400 slabs Billiton, float- 
ing, per Eddystone, were sold at 52f., and 400 do. loco, at $13f. Stock 
on warrants 138,459 slabs, unsold stock 50,498 slabs, floating {] 1,000 
slabs. 
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Hines.—1,050 Padang Rinder, ex Mary Goddard, were sold, besides 
1,807 Sourabaya PL; 1,613 do. SP; 2,000 Samarang D; 5,410 do. 
CC; 590do. D. The market is very firm, with a good demand for ex- 
port, but there is want of stock. 

MIScELLANFovS,—Cocoa-nut Oil: Prime Cochin was paid with 37$f. ; 
Ceylon with 33\f. Sapanwood: The stock is very unimportant. Manza- 
nilla wood may be had at 84f. to 9$f. Cochineal: A lot Teneriffe Zacea- 
tille is offered at 220 cents. Japan Camphor: The Trading Company 
announce that 2,522 tubs will be offered by auction on Aprill. The 
transactions were very important, but the prices remained unaltered. The 
actual quotation is for Japan and China 82 to 83 cents. Cassia Lignia, 
71 to 72 cents. Cassia Vera, 45 cents. Japan Wax was much in demand, 
but without stock. Arrack: 50 casks Batavia, ex Annie Storey, were sold. 
Mother-o’pearl shells: 14,000 number were put up to auction, but only 
one lot was sold, at 984 cents. 

Money anv Srock Marxket.—The markets for public securities do 
not show any fresh feature. There is hardly any movement in the quota- 
tions, and the tendency gencrally is to steadiness. There is, however, no 
great amount of business. There are only some purchases of a specula- 
tive character. No alteration has been made in the rate of discount at the 
Bank, but there is only a very moderate demand. Dutch Two-and-a 
Half per Cents., 54; Three per Cents., 631; Four per Cents., Bats 
Trading Company, 135]; E. I. Company of Adm., 943; Netherlands 
India Trading Bank, 71; Netherlands nda Railway Company, 45 per 
cent. 

*Cuance.—London, 8 mo., f.11.83; 2 mo., f.11.84] ; short, £11.89; 
Paris, 3 mo., f.46.95; 2 mo., f.47.2}; short, f.47.80; Antwerp, 3 mo., 
f.46.90; short, f.47.15; Hambro’, 3 mo., f.84.90; short, £35.10. 

The town of Genemuiden (Overyssel) was nearly totally destroyed by 
fire yesterday. More than 100 houses have been burnt. 

SHIPPING. . 

ARRIVAL8.—March 5, at Texel, from Batavia, Waterloo; 6, at Brou- 
wershaven, from Banjoewangie, Noord Brabant, Madura; 7, from Batavia, 
Columbine ; at Texel, from Batavia, Alcyone, Nyverheid; 9, at Brou- 
wershaven, from Macassar, Vrachtzoeker; from Banjoewangie, Antje; 9, 
at Texel. from Banjoewangie, Ridderkirk ; 10, at Texel, from Tjilatjap, 
Presto, Helena; 12. at Brouwershaven, from Banjoewangie, Zuid Holland. 

Departcres.— March 10, from Brouwershaven, for Batavia, Noach. 

Passgncers InwarD.—From Java, per Antje, Mrs. G. R. Schrok 
and five children ; per Columbine, Mr. J. N. M. Baky; per Alcyone, 
Mrs. Keuchennis and child ; per Nyverheid, Mr. Verheusden and child ; 
per Noord Brabant, Mr. P. S. C. A. Courier dit Dubekart, B. M. E. 
Crevecoeur ; per Vrachtzoeker, Mr. J. C. Samson. 

PassexceRS OvuTwarv.—For Java per Iduna, Mr. Frederick Ger- 
stacker. 

Reavy To Sait.—For Java: Bilderdyk, Azia, Galilei, Jacoba Chris- 
tina, Gerardina Wilhelmina, Eensgezindheid, Maria Veronica, Gouverneur 
de Rouville, Wilhelmina Henriette, Hermanus Isaac, Anna Lena, An- 
tonia Hendrika Caroline, Eduard Marie, Mentor, Copernicus, Kortenaar, 
Minister Fransen van de Putte, Iduna, Haamstede, Hoek van Holland. 

The Trading Company chartered the following twenty vessels to con- 
vey produce from India to the following harbours :— 

For AM3TERDAM.— Cornelia, H. Croese; Stad Dockum, G. H. Tim- 
mermans; Maria Elise, T. D. van Deursen; Elisabeth, Y. Feenstra ; 
Anna Digna, J. G. Lucas; Jacoba and Christina, D. Gaaff; Aria, C. A. 
Trappen ; Minister Thorbecke, W. H. Kannegieter ; President van Rijcke- - 
vorsel, T. Vogelensang; Two Cornelissen, J.C. Kreije; lnsulinde, J. H, 
J. Jollie. 

For RotTeRpAM.—Brouwershaven, J. G. Wiebenga; Adriana Petro- 
nella, A. A. de Breuk; Kortenaer, M. Roovers; Bilderdijk, A. Victor; 
Noach, J. C. F. Looijen. 

For Dogpreciut.—Dordrecht, J. Verhoeven; Hellevoetsluis, J. Rems. 

For MippeLsurc.—Catharina Maria, N. Nolet Can. 

For Scuigpam.—St. Jan, P. Lommerse. 





ITALY. 

Ina recent aitting of the Chamber of Deputies, daring the debate oa 
Signor Rossi's motion for the abolition of the forced currency, Count Cam- 
bray Digny, Minister of Finance, sai1 that economy alone was insufficient 
to meet the present wants of the State. If the proposed taxes were net 
voted within the first six months of the present year, a catastrophe could 
no longer be avoided. Those who impeded the voting of the taxes would 
be responsible for the failure of the Kingdom of Italy. He was opposed to 
an immediate discussion of the proposal for the abolition of the forced cur- 
rency, but accepted the proposal to nominate a committee of inquiry upon 
the means best suited to effect the abolition. Count Cambray Digny, in 
conclusion, stated that the Budget of 1869 showed a deficit of 198 million 
lire. That deficit would be reduced 26 millions if the Chamber voted the 
taxes and the measures proposed by the Government. 

A marriage has been arranged between the Count of Caserta, younger 
brother of ex-King Francis II., and the Princess Marie Antoinette de 
Bourbon, eldest daughter of Count Trapani. 

The statutes of the new Order of the Crown of Italy have been pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette. It consists of tive classes, including 60 grand 
cordons, 155 grand officers, 500 commanders, 2,000 officers, and an un- 
limited number of chevaliers. 

The Florence corresponilent of The 7imes describes the evil effects which 
have resulted to Italy from Jast autumn’s “ Garibaldian folly.” The Pa- 
pacy is more clated than it has been for many a day. It looks upon the 
ruin of the kinzdom of Italy as certain. On the other hand, last year's 
invasion hay brought meney to the Pontifical coffers and men to the Pon- 
tifical army. Under these circumstances all attempts at negotiation on the 
part of the Florence Government are useless. The non possumus is more 
accentuated than ever. Even should the French troops be withdrawn, the 
Court of Rome believes that it can rely upon the devotion to the Papacy 
which exists throughout the world for defenders. Moreover, the defences 
of the city and of Civita Vecchia have now been so much strengthened 
that a coup de main would be almost impossible; and an Itelian army, 
much more a half-armed body of volunteers, would have to attempt the 
reduction of these places by a regular siege. At the present moment the 
French troops give not the slightest intimation of withdrawing from the 


_ Manca 18, 1 868. | 


Papal territory, and the correspondent believes that they will remain there 
until after the French elections, 

Great festivities are to be held at Tarin, in celebration of the marriage 
of Prince Humbert to the Princess Margherita. The festivities will com- 
mence on the 19th April, and will be continued till the 26th. The mar- 
riage will take place on the 22nd April. 

A recent telegram from Naples says that Vesuvius is again extremely 
active, the volcano throwing up an enormous quantity of incandescent 
matter to a great height. Detonations are very loud and frequent, but the 
flow of lava is not abundant. 
PAPAL STATES. 

The long-expected creation of Cardinals took place at Rome on theji3th. 
Archbishop Manning is not one of them. The list comprises Monsignori 
Lacien Bonaparte, Gonella, Barili, Berardi, Moreno, Borromeo and Capztti. 
The Pope pronounced a short allocution upon the occasion. Cardinal Lucien 
Bonaparte will hold a three days’ reception. Several bishops were ap- 
pointed to various dioceses in Spain, Hungary, New ,Grenada, Holland, 
and the United States. 

Prince Lucien Bonaparte (grandson of Lucien, brother of Napoleon I.) 
will be the youngest Cardinal in College, being only thirty-eight, and it is 
believed jthat the object of his promotion is to secure to him the next 
vacancy of the Papal Chair. He is regarded, it must be remembered, as 
an Italian, not a Frenchman. One-half the cardinals are Italians, and he 
himself is described as a silent, reserved man, with the Bonaparte face and 
no personal foes. If the Austrian, French, and Italian influence can be 
concentrated on him, his chance tn the Conclave will be a good one, but a 
Papal election almost always baffles calculation. The rule which requires 
a majority of two-thirds enables all manner of sub-factions in the Conclave 
to unite against the strongest one. Besides, Pius is keeping some twenty 
vacancies, in order at the last moment to make the party he favours strong. 

Eight companies of Zouaves have been despatched to tho frontier pro- 
vince of Campagna. Orders have been given to expedite the completion 
of the fortifications of Castel San Angelo and Mount Aventine. 

Enrolments of volunteers for the Pontifical army continue. The Zouaves 
who lately returned to France have engage themselves to returnto Rome 
whenever sammoned. 











EGYPT. 

Advices from Alexandria of the 4th instant state that the total failure 
of the loan scheme has then become known, and that it now appeared it 
was Raghib Pasha, the Finance Minister, who pushed the transaction to a 
conclusion. It is also affirmed that the contractors entered into it on 
their own account, without one single banker or establishment at their 
back. The contract is signed by a M. Chevardure de la Grandville on 
his own behalf and that of Messrs. Carteret and Co., of Paris, both un- 
known to the commercial world. It is further stated that Raghib Pasha 
concluded with these parties without the production of any power 
of attorney or authority to treat from any house of European busi- 
ness. Under these circumstances, an opinion seemed to be general that 
no restoration of confidence was possible so long as such a personage 
remained at the head of the Financial Administration. ‘‘ A Minister,” it 
is remarked, “who could allow himself to contract such an important 
transaction with the first comer, of whom he had never heard, and could 
commit his signature and the credit of his Government to be hawked 
about and ruined, can no longer be treated with attention in any money 
market.” After putting his signature to the engagement he drew, it is 
stated, to the order of twenty or thirty bankers and commercial houses, 
upon the contractors, Carteret and Co., of Paris, to the amount of nearly 
30,000,000f. ; the acceptances of which have been categorically refused 
in Paris, and will be returned to the Treasury unless the Viceroy should 
seek a speedy remedy by some combination with the local bankers to have 
them taken up, a solution which might be delayed or prevented by the 
existing interruption of the telegraph lines. 





UNITED STATES. 

By Atlantic cable we learn that the Senate Court met on the 13th 
March for the trial of President Johnson. Attorney-General Stanberry, 
Judges Black, Nelson, and Curtis, and the Hion. W. M. Evarts appeared 
as counsel on behalf of the President. The Court ordered the President to 
file an answer tothe articles of impeachment on or before the 23rd inst., 
and then adjourned till that date. Attorney-General Stanbury has re- 
signed in order to defend President Johnson at the impeachment trial. 

Governor Geary, of Pennsylvania, bad telegraphed to Senator Cameron 
that the Pennsylvania troops were ready to sustain Congress. Several 
organisations of the Grand Army of the Republic have placed their ser- 
vices for sustaining Congress at the disposition of General Logan, who is 
the commander of their order, and also a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

It is reported that the Maryland Militia have tendered their services to 
President Johnson. 

The Republican party have carried the elections in the State of New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Walter B. Harriman, the Republican candidate, was elected Gover- 
nor, and the majority of the successful candidates for seats in the Legis- 
lature belong to the Republican party. 





The following items reached us by the various mail steamers that have 
arrived with New York dates to the 4th instant. 

The House of Representatives has adopted, twelve articles of impeach- 
ment, charging President Johnson with high crimes and misdemeanors in 
violating the Tenure of Office Law by attempting the removal of Mr. 
Stanton from the War-office and the appointment of General Thomas with- 
ont the advice and consent of the Senate; in conspiring forcibly to seize 
the public property in the War Department; in violating the Army Bill 
by trying to induce General Emery to obey orders not sent through Gene- 
ral Grant; in denying the legality of Congress; in attempting to devise 
means to defeat the execution of the Reconstruction Laws; in denouncing 
Congress in public speeches in terms unbecoming the chief magistrate ; 
and in generally violating the Constitution by not enforcing laws specified. 
The House has elected Messrs, Stevens, Boutwell, Wilson, Wiliams, Logan, 
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and General Butler permanent managers of the impeachment on behalf of 
the House. The Democratic members did not vote. The House has re- 
fused to receive a protest from the Democratic members, declaring that 
the majority acted with tyranny in limiting the debate upon the articles 
of impeachment, and with indecent haste in pressing the impeachment 
under a strict party vote, and denouncing the impeachment as a partisan 
attempt to break down a co-ordinate branch of the Government. 

The Select Committee of the Senate has adupted the rales of procedure 
for the impeachment of the President at the approaching trial; the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court will preside. The trial will be conducted 
with open doors, and the proceedings will commence on the day following 
the presentation of the articles of impeachment by the House of Represen- 
tatives. President Johngon is to be summoned to appear in person or by 
counsel. In case of his non-appearance, the trial will proceed under the 
assumption that the defendant pleads not guilty. The final argument will 
be conducted by two counsel on each side, and closed by the prosecution. 
Two-thirds of the votes of members of the Senate present will decide the 
final judgment. The Senate in executive session, voted againat a resolu- 
tion, presented by Senator Sumner, to hold no intercourse with the Presi- 
dent during the trial. 

The scene in the Senate when Mr. Stevens and Mr. Bingham advanced 
to impeach the President was remarkable. The gallery in front of the 
presiding officer was crowded by citizens, and every available portion of 
the floor by members of the impeaching House. Mr. Stevens moved 
slowly, with tottering steps, supported by Mr. Bingham; and it was 
observed that the old man has rarely of late spoken with such full and 
clear tones as in reading the resolution of the House. It is likely to be 
his last public act. His speech advocating impeachment was written from 
his dictation and read by the clerk of tho Iouse. 

The impeachment question has turned aside the attention of the Senate 
from all executive nominations, among others those of Mr. Cox to Vienna, 
and of General McClellan to England. It is now highly improbable that 
either of these gentleman will ever see the Courts to which they were 
appointed. 

The Mississippi Convention has passed a resolution thanking Congress 
for having voted for impeachment. 

President Johnson has delivered a speech to a delegation of Conserva- 
tives from Baltimore, in which he declared that he would consider no per- 
sonal sacrifice too great to bear in defence of the Constitution. He ex- 
pressed a belief that the intelligence and patriotism of the people would 
yet rescue the country from the threatened rain. 

There has been what the Americans call ‘a scare” in Congress. Some 
weeks ago persons unknown obta‘ned, by a forged order, 161lbs. of nitro- 
glycerine from a manufactory at New York. The police have been unable 
to discover where it went to, and so the superintendent telegraphed to his 











colleague at Washington, who instantly laid the matter befure Congress, 
giving it as his opinion that the dangerous article had been sent to Wash- 


ington. The Speaker informed the House, and said it was a very grave 
Taatter; and it was intimated that the stuff had been procured by the Pre- 
sident for the purpose of blowing up the Capitol. Other persons suggest 
that perhaps it was obtained by Mr. Stanton to blow up the White House 

The specie shipments from New York are heavier this year than for any 
previous year in the history of the country. From January 1 to February 
24 they have amounted to 10,592,115 dols., as compared with 4,508,322 dols. 
for the same time in 1867. The year fur which the shipments of the corre- 
sponding period most neerly approximates to those of 1868 is 1858, when 
the export of specie to February 24 was 8,492,540 dols. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
(Announcements for subscribers are made free of charge.) 
BIRTHS. 
Dixon—On the 6th March, at 6, St. Jumes’a-terrace, Regent’s-park, the wife of W. 
Heoworth Dixon, fsq., of n son. 

Dewas—On the yth Marcn, at 7, The Cedars, Clapham-common, the wife of Henry J. 
P. Damas, Fsq., of a son. 

Fan.Kiner—On the 14th March, at 39, Dover-street, Lady Falkiner, of a danzhter. 

MELBLING—On the 6th March, at Caeuwoud t1ouse, Grove-road, Clapham-park, the 
wife of Frederick Melbling, Esq, of ason, 

HorpswortH—On the Ith Meucn, at Blyth Cottage, Manor-park, Lee, Kent, Mrs. 
F. K. Holdsworth, of a son. 

liun.worthy —Uno the 24th Jan., at Victoria, Hong Kong, the wife of Wilmot Hold- 
worthy, Esq.. Military Store Stall, a! a danghter. 

Meuneart—On the ith March, at Woolwich Common, the wife of the Rev. Hugh 
Haleatt, Chaplain to the Forces, of a doughter. 

Janvir—Oo the 13th March, at 9, Lyncidoch-crescent, Glasgow, the wife of John 
Jarvic, Bsq., of a daughter. 

Panisn—On the 25th Jan, at Buenos Ayres, the wifc of Frank Parish, Esq., I.M.'s 
Consul, of » daughter, 

Saptonis -Ou the Stu March, at 19, Hertford-street, Mayfair, the Ifon. Mrs. Alfred 
Saitoris, of u son. 

Strap-On the Yth March, at Rose Cottage, Stourmouth, the wife of E. G. Stead, 
P. aud O.N.N. Co., of a son. 

Wicraw—On the 6th March, at 43, Portland-place, the wife of Robert J. Wigram, 


4aq,, of 0 daughter. 
MARRIAGES. 

De La Camwe—Crawrorn.—On the 7th March, at the British Consulate, Nice, by the 
Rev. C. Childers, Hermauon W. de la Cunp, of Uamburg, to T-abella E., widow of 
the late Major Arthur Crawford, HE.M.’s Indian Army. No cards, 

Drx — Wataon.—Ou che 9th March, at All Saints, Kensington, by the Rey. W. Walter 
Fdwards, M.A., Charles Temple Dix, youngest son of his Excellency the United 
S‘ates Minister to France, to Camilla Ottulie, widow of Andrew Wataon, Esq., of 
Ndinburzh, and niece of the late Mrs. Auna Jameson 

Hannury—Peasx.—On the lth March, at Lawrence Weston, Thomas Hanbury, of 
Mortola, near Vontumigha, italy, late of Shanghai, third son of 1). B. Hanbury, of 
Clapham-common, to Katharine Aldam, eidest daughter of Thomas Pease, of 
Westbury-on-Trym, near Bristol. 

Harpy—HAbrowese.-- On the &th March, at St. Stephen’s Church, Dublin, Frederick 
Hardy, Commander Royal Navy, to Mary Blizabeth, cidest daughter of the Kev. 
John W. Hallowell, of £.S. College, Galway. 

SruaRT—Papamory, - Un the 15th Jan, at St. John’s Cathedral, Hong Kong, by the 
Rev. W. R. Beach, Cuptain Wiliam Stuart, of Peterhead, to Bessie, second 
daughter of the late S:muel Paramure, Bsq., of Devonport. 

Wagei.xyY—Lownseny.— Oa the 16th Jan., at st. John’s Cathedral, by the Lord 
Bisuop of Victoria, assisted by the Rev. W. R. Beacn, M.a., Colonial Chaplain, 
Edward Wheelcy, Esq., to Isabella Glencairn, eldest daughter of John Townsend, 
Esq., Commander of the Fort William, 


DEATHS. 
Anca-AxaxLo—On the 9th March, at Cnichester Villa, Chickester-road, W., Claudiap 
Arch-Angelo, £aq., of the fovian Istes and London, aged 79, the friend and com- 
patriot of Cape d’istria, President of Greece. Woreign papers ploase copy. 
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Bapprrey—On the 29th Feb., of typhus fever, Dr. John Baddeley, one of the Resident 
House Physicians in the Roval Infirmary, Edinburgh, aged 22, beloved and deeply 
regretted by all who knew him. 

BracxeNBuKY—Ob the Ist March, William Congreave C. Brackenbury, Esq., H.M.’s 
Consul at Corunna, youngest son of the late Sir John Macpherson Brackenbury, 
for many years H.M.’s Consul at Cadiz. 

Brooxtnac—On the 6th March, at No 5, Norfolk-crescent, Hyde-park, Lieut.-Colonel 
ci A. Brookins H.M.’s Indian Army, aged 47, second son of Thomas H. 

rooking, Esq. 

saad es Mia the dona Jan , at Hong Kong, China, Mabel Mary Langdon Davies, aged 

months. 

Epgx—On the 9th March, at Boughton House, Kettering, Louisa Anne, wife of Fre- 
ae ror Eden, Esq., eldest daughter of the late Vice-Admiral Hyde 

arker, C.B. 

Jazvinz—On the 7th March, at 24, St. James’s-place, Margaret Seton, wife of Robert 
Jardine, Esq., M.P., aged 21. 

Montacu—On the 9th March, at Stowell Lodge, Marlborough, Wilts, Admiral James 
Moutagu, in hie 77th year. 

Nxave- On the 10th March, at 78, Eccleston-square, Sir Richard Digby Neave, Bart., 
of Dagnam-park, in his 75th vear. 

Sarrarp—On the 7th March, at 78, Great Portland street, W., John Shepard, twenty- 
five yerrs Queen's Messenger to the Foreign Office, aged 46. 

Stapz—On the 6th March, at 24, Quai de In Douane, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Frnest 
Augustus Slade, Esq., sixth son of the late General Sir John Slade, Bart., G.C.H. 

Tuompson—On the Sth March, at 61, Eccles-street. Dublin, Evelyn Leslie Heywood, 
second and last surviving son of Lieut.-Col. Thompson, late of M's 58th Regt. 

TicHRORNE—On the 12th March, at $36, Manchester-street, Manchester-square, Dame 
Henriette Felice, relict of Sir James Francis Doughty Tichborne, tenth baronet of 

7 Tebbeeee Gg at al ed 69. 

IDMAN—On the 8th March, at his house in Finsb juare, the Rev. Arthur Tidman 
D.D., in his 76th year. ib a i 


Correspondence. 


—o— 
A FEW SUGGESTIONS TO THE HONG KONG 
ASSOCIATION. 
(To the Editor of the Zondon and China ress.) 

Sm,—The inauguration of the Hong Kong Association in London will 
mark an epoch in the history of the colony, as the views of so influential 
8 body of gentlemen cannot fail to have due weight with the Imperial 
Government. And there is the more hope of success as the temperate 
tone of the speakers gives us an assurance thet the error into which the 
Hong Kong branch has fallen, of using too inflated language in their pe- 
tition to Parliament, will not be repeated. That the Hong Kong Associa- 
tion has materially weakened its case by the use of that species of colonial 
English which Mr. White tells us cannot be tolerated in England, there 
cannot be a doubt; and it is to be hoped that any future documents ad- 
dressed by it to the Home Government will be subject to revision by some 
one who is not an editor of a paper. But to return to our association. As 
I think that too much light cannot be thrown upon so vital a point as the ac- 
tion of the Hong Kong Legislative Council, I wish to state that the presence 
of the official members at that board is acomplete farce, as they are not even 
allowed to differ in opinion from the views promulgated by the governor. 
Now surely this is a degrading position for any English gentleman to be 
Placed in—to be obliged to vote against his own convictions. But such is 
literally the case. I was present at a meeting of the Legislative Council 
in which Mr, Sutherland moved an amendment to the estimates sub- 
mitted by the then acting governor, Mr. Mercer, when two of 
the official members actually voted for the amendment. This 
desertion from the Government ranks reduced the majority for the esti- 
mates to one, and, no doubt, caused some serious cogitation in the mind of 
Mr. Mercer, for he appears to have represented the gravity of the situation 
to the home authorities. The answer which the Secretary of the 
Colonies forwarded (to speak more correctly—was understood to have for- 
warded) defined exactly the position of an official member of the Legis- 
lative Council of Hong Kong. The secretary wrote in substance as 
follows :—‘ I expect that any member of the Council who is in receipt of 
a salary from Government will, under all circumstances, support Govern- 
ment by his vote, and trust that in case he finds it impossible to reconcile 
such a line of conduct with his conscience or his honour, he will not hesi- 
tate in resigning his situation. Moreover, I should not be displeased to 
learn that in the event of any official member acting contrary to the spirit 
of these instructions, that the governer, for the time being, had suspended 
him forthwith from the exercise of his official functions pending farther 
instructions from home.” This is what is expected from these gentlemen, 
to whom is extended the prefix “ honourable.” 

The two official members who voted against the Governor's estimates 
on the above-mentioned occasion were Mr. Whyte and Mr. Forth. 
Mr. Whyte resigned shortly afterwards, so that he was not again 
called on to provoke the wrath of the powers that make and unmake 
official members; but Mr. Forth was again tempted, on the Stamp-tax 
question, to vote against Government, but prudently asked, before com- 
mitting himself, what the consequence of his so voting would be. Go- 
vernor MacDonnell was kind enough to clear up all doubts in a moment, 
by explaining that every member of Council had, without doubt, the right 
to vote as he liked, but if any one of the official members should happen 
to vote against Government, he might be asked how he could reconcile 
such conduct with the fact of his being a paid servant of the Crown. 
You will not be surprised to hear, Mr. Editor, that Mr. Forth did not give: 
the Governor the opportunity of asking the above significant question. 
Now, would it not be better to make this Council a purely deliberative one,. 
without any power of voting at all, than to degrade our Crown officers to 
this Gegree of moral depravity? To promulgate an ukase embodying: 
one’s own ideas may be one of the greatest enjoyments of a Go- 
vernor or of a Secretary of the Colonies; bat to force a body 
of gentlemen to endorse, nolens volens, all such peculiar ideas is a some-- 
thing that looks very much akin to tyranny. If it were not so 
serious a matter, an eye-witness of the proceedings of the Legislative: 
Council of Hong Kong might be excused some amount of hilarity at: 
witnessing the swallowing capacity of the official members. No matter: 
what the proposal of the Government may be, it is accepted with an avidity: 
by these gentlemen that betokens long practice at bolting what, to men of! 
tender conscience, would prove very hard chewing. It matters little what: 
the object of the ordinance is—to levy a tax for building a lighthouse at: 
Ceylon ; to pay £20,000, £50,000, or £100,000 per annum military contri-. 
bution to the Imperial Government; to turn ehroffs and compradora into 
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honest men; to legalise gambling and suppress vice in general throughout 
the island; to mint coin gratis; to flog Europeans in the market-place in 
order to increase the prestige of the race; to appropriate a card-load of 
dollars to erect public buildings with sand and water instead of mortar; 
to legalise prostitution, regulate immorality amongst the Chinese—it is 
read and passed with astonishing unanimity; the law officers of the Crown 
crossing the t’s and dotting the i’s, of course, to make the thing stand better 
in a court of law. The only difference observable in the swallowing capa- 
city of this body of officers of the Crown is perhaps a somewhat readier 
and easier mode on the part of such as are heirs-at-law to high appoint- 
ments—they possessing a alight advantage over actual incumbents. 
As far as the non-official members are concerned, it must be conceded that 
they are called upon, in no slight degree, to sacrifice upon the altar of 
patriotism ; for, for a man to go up the hill to Government House on a 
hot summer's day and “assist ” at one of these legislative farces, it is all 
that a European body and soul can endure in the climate cf Hong Kong. 
I feel pretty sure, Mr. Editor, that if our Hong Kong Association will 
turn their attention to the working of this legislative imposition in the 
colony, they will succeed in effecting some good. The question of how to 
reform the Constitution of the Council? is one that is, it is true, beset 
with difficulties; but still a certain measure of success is not hopeless. 
Another subject which I would urgently press upon the Association to 
take into consideration is the working of the Courts of Law, as I think 
an investigation into the ins and outs connected with those institutions 
would prove both instructive and profitable to the public at large.—I 
am, yours, &., Frere. 





HIOGO AS A PORT. 
(To the Editor of the London and China Express.) 


S1z,—By the last accounts from Japan we are told of a melancholy 
accident baving happened to the boat of an American man-of-war, by 
which the Commodore and thirteen men lost their lives. This is stated to 
have occurred on the bar at the mouth of the Osaka river, while the Com- 
modore was on his way from the anchorage at Hiogo to visit the city of 
Osaka. 

It is, perhaps, too late now to discuss the relative advantages of Hiogo 
as a seaport, but this melancholy accident leads to a question which may 
be natural to any one acquainted with the relations of the three places. 
Why was Hiogo preferred to Sakkai as the anchorage or port of Osaka? 
Sakkai has always been looked upon by the natives as occupying that 
position, and has advantages over Hiogo in several ways, and among 
others in being connected with Osaka by a straight broad road. Hiogo, 
on the other hand, is separated by one or two broad rivers requiring the 
use of ferry-boats, and the passage entirely stopped when the rivers are 
in flood; while if the sea route is followed there is a distance of fourteen 
miles to be crossed in an open boat, with the risk of being capsized when 
within hail of one’s destination, and of braving those sadden storms which 
get up without warning, and are overwhelming while they last. 

Sakkai seems, so far as native accounts can lead us to judge, to be in 
many ways preferable to Hiogo, as being nearer the open sea, and being 
more conveniently situated for interior commercial purposes. Why then 
was Hiogo settled upon asthe port? It must have been agreed to by 
Mr. Harris on the recommendation of the Japanese commissioners, pro- 
bably with the political view of confining foreign trade to a spot where it 
could be more easily controlled on a small Desima-like piece of ground, 
which, moreover, is liable to be submerged by any of those earthquake- 
waves not very uncommon on this part of the coast.—I am, Sir, &c., 

March 7, 1868. W. Dz. 


JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS IN THE STRAITS. 
(To the Editor of the London and China Express.) 

Srr,—Justice is said to be immutable, and to be the same in all parts of 
the world. This may or may not be true, I am not able to decide; but 
that justices are not the same all over the world is an evident fact. In 
your issue of Feb. 27th you informed us that Captain Ord was ordered to 
proceed to Malacca to assume the duties of Police Magistrate and Com- 
missioner of the Court of Requests. That just proves what I affirm. To 
administer justice to his fellow beings is rightly esteemed one of the 
greatest privileges to which a man can attain, and to insist upon wisdom 
and conscientiousness being represented on the bench, is the right and duty 
of a people. That Captain Ord does not possess a sufficient amount 
of the latter quality to dispense justice I do not for a moment imply, 
but I beg leave to doubt whether he possesses the legal knowledge to entitle 
him to dispose of all the civil and criminal cases that may arise in the 
colony of Malacca. The captain (who is, of course, a member of the Gover- 
nor’s family) came ont with the little party who accompanied Sir Harry Ord 
to the field of his governmental duties last year, and, previously to that 
time, he is said to have followed the honourable but agreeable profession 
of a half-pay officer at home. Scarcely arrived in the colony, he was ap~ 
pointed Acting-Commissioner of the Court of Requests at Singapore, in which 
capacity his utter ignorance of the Malay language, and of the customs of the 
natives, are said to have lent to his decisions an unusual degree of impar- 
tiality. We now find that his brother the Governor has not been blind to 
this magisterial aptness of the captain, and no doubt the promotion to the 
onerous position of Administrator of Public Justice of Malacca is the 
result. But, as I said before, it may be doubted whether, despite the per- 
sonal esteem which his brother the Governor evidently cultivates for 
Captain Ord, the good people of Malacca have not been, to some extent, 
victimised in haviug so important a public office filled by a mere soldier. 

If there is one means of maintaining a hold upon the Easterns subject 
to our rule, other than force of arms, it is by impressing them with our 
intellectual superiority and moral greatness through our courts of justice ; 
andit is upon these public grounds that I beg leave to protest against any 
appointment to jadicial functions that might in the remotest degree be 
ascribed to nepotism, and not to the conscientious fulfilment of the duties 
of a Governor towards those whom he has been deputed to govern, and 
whose welfare is so largely in his keeping. 

Hoping the Malacca people will keep a strict account of the sayings and 
doings of their new judge,—I remain, your obedient servant, 

Ramsgate, March 6, 1868. Anti-HyssBva. 
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Monetary wn Commercial, 


The supply of money seems to be gradually decreasing, and 
the demand for discount at the Bank has somewhat improved. 
There is not much activity inthe open market, but rates are 
fully supported. The best paper may be negotiated at 1} per 
cent., but the more general terms have been 1% to 2 per cent. 
It is believed that the quotation will still work steadily upward. 
From the provinces the advices speak of a gradual improve- 
ment in trade, though it is not supposed there will be any great 
change until after the close of the current quarter. The joint- 
stock banks make advances at 13 percent. On the Stock Ex- 
change the rate for short loaus on Government securities has 
ranged from 1} to 2 per cent. Conaols are quoted 93 to 93}. 
Foreign securities dull. 

The last Bank of England return shows an increase in the 
bullion of £43,338, leaving the total et £21,179,530. The 
notes stand at £11,701,950, an increase of £321,060. The 
private securities represent £17,572,261, or an increase of 
£60,547. The Government balances exhibit an increase of 
£148,105; and the private balances an increase of £412,361. 

The Bank of France returns for the past week show a further 
increase of £400,000 in the stock of bullion, raising the sum 
now held to £45,665,000. At the same time the total absence 
of courage among all classes as regards commercial or financial 
operations continues to be indicated by another falling off of 
£600,000 in the amount of bills discounted. 

The rise in the Indian exchanges consequent on the firm 
state of the cotton market has within the last week induced a 
demand for silver for the East. About £250,000 was quickly 
taken at 5s. Ofd. to 5s. 14d. for shipment to Bombay and Cal- 
cutta. The market is now quieter, the wants of exporters 
having been supplied forthe moment. Mexican dollars have 
not varied, in the absence of supplies here, but any fresh trans- 
actions would doubtless be at an advance of 4d., in answer to 
the movement in bars. The packet which will leave Southamp- 
ton on the 21st is expected to take a considerable total, but a 
portion of the remittances will be made via Marseilles. 


It is noticed that there is less inclination amongst the foreign 
houses to take six months’ India and China bank bills, unless at 
a sensible increase upon the terms lately current, and from this 
it is inferred that a further advance in the rates is regarded by 
them as probable. 

The Peninsular and Oriental Company have made a reduction 
in their rate of freight for silver of $ per cent. to India, and } 
per cent. to China and Japan. We think this an unwise step 
on the part of the company, as the difference will in all pro- 
bability go from the pockets of the shareholders into those of 
the importers of bullion. 

Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank shares suddenly rose £3 10s., 
upon the receipt of telegrams that a dividend of 12 per cent. 
would be declared, after placing a large sum to the reserve fund. 

The sale of the Labuan Coal-mines, with the plant, &., has 
been concluded for the sum of £7,500. 

A feature in business in the last few days has been the re- 
vival of operations in the bonds of the Confederate Loan. The 
price now quoted is about 6} to }, the expectation being that if 
the question of the Alabama claims is referred to arbitration 
some arrangements for the stock may be made. 

A large meeting of the creditors of Messrs. W. H. Smith, 
Barry, and Co., who suspended on the 25th ult., has been held 
at the offices of Messrs. C. F. Kemp, Cannan, Ford, and Co., 
when a resolution was unanimously passed to place the estate 
under inspection, and three of the principal creditors were 
appointed inspectors. The debts are about £60,000, and the 
estate shows assets to nearly the same amount, but as these 
are chiefly in India some time must elapse before the inspectors 
will be able to report the probable result to the creditors. 

The report of the National Bank of India (Limited), to be 
presented on the 16th inst., shows an available balance of 
£23,792, and recommends a dividend for the half-year at the 
rate of 6 per cent, per annum, with a bonus of 1 per cent., 
and the appropriation of £2,200 to reserve, which will then 
amount to £32,200, leaving £3,064 to be carried forward 
The paid-up capital is £463,200, and the deposits held are 
£109,568. 

A private meeting of shareholders ‘in Overend, Gurney, and 
Co. (Limited) has been held to appoint a committee to carry 


on proceedings at common law to try the question as to the | T 
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liability of the directors, and four of the shareholders were 
accordingly nominated. 

Sir Frederick Halliday, K.C.B., has been appointed chairman 
of the Anglo-Indian Telegraph Company, in place of the late 
Mr. Charles E. Stewart. 

Mr. Henry Rutter, encouraged by the success of his “ Bul- 
lion and Exchange Tables,” has published a set of “ Silk and 
Tea Tables” for the use of merchants in the China trade 
These possess a great advantage over those in which tho 
charges are calculated at one maximum rate throughout, as 
Mr. Rutter gives tables based on various rates of charges, 
ranging from the highest to the lowest that are possible, so 
that his tables can never become obsolete from changes that 
may occur in the trade. The volume has been very neatly got 
up by Mr. Effingham Wilson, Royal Exchange. 

Messrs, C. F. Kemp and Henry Chatteris, the liquidators of the Eng- 
lish Joint-Stock Bank (Limited), have issued a notification to the share- 
holders that a call can no longer be delayed, and that, with the concurrence 
of the committee of shareholders, they have fixed it at £4 per share, pay- 
able in two equal instalments on the 30th of March and the 30th of June 
next. The liquidators intimate in their circular that a large portion of 
the remaining assets of the bank are in such a position that they do not 
feel justified, in the interest of the shareholders, in forcing them to a 
speedy realisation. The present call will enable them to make an early 
further distribution to the creditors. 

The Eastern Exchange Bank (Limited), in liquidation, has announced 
another return of 5s. per share on the 18th inst. This makes £4 10s. 
returned out of the £5 paid up, and a further distribution is expected. 

The Bank of Australasia have notified a half-yearly dividend and bonus 
at the rate together of 10 per cent. per annum on the capital stock of the 
bag! ale ( €1,200,000), payable on the 14th of April. 

he report of the North British and Mercantile Insurance Company, 
to be submitted on the 24th inst., shows that the fire premiums for the 
ear 1867 were £333,985, being an increase of £53,442, and that the fire 
losses were £165,738. In the life department 916 new policies were 
issued, insuring £821,818, with premiums amounting to £29,278. A 
dividend of 12 per cent., or 15s. per share (being 2s. 6d. in excess of last 
year), and a bonus of 5s. per share will be recommended, and £50,000 
will be added to the reserve, bringing it up to £250,000, exclusive of 
the special reserve of premiums held against current risks, £111,328. 
BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS. 

The Board of Trade returns for January show a falling off 
of £534,154, or about 4 per cent., in the declared value of 
our exportations compared with those of the corresponding 
month of last year, and of about 14 per cent. compared with 
January, 1866. Much of this reduction is due to the fall in 
cotton, which has caused the actual business carried on to 
figure for a diminished amount, while in the quantity of goods 
manufactured and shipped there has actually been an increase, 
Thus, although the Manchester goods exported were 13 per cent. 
less in value than in the same month of last year, their quan- 
tity was 14 per cent. larger. In cotton yarns the transactions 
have been considerable, and they show an increase of 25 per 
cent. in value and 55 per cent. in quantity. Among the other 
leading branches of industry iron and silk manufactures are 
alone on the favourable side. There has been an increase of 17 
per cent. in the former and 39 per cent. in the latter. A de- 
crease is shown of 18 per cent. in haberdashery, 5 per cent. in 
hardware, 16 per cent. in linen manufactures, 8 per cent. in 
woollen yarns, and 16 per cent. in woollen goods. As regards 
the principal importations of the month, it appears that the 
cotton landed was 193,174 cwt., against 147,032 in January, 
1867; and that the arrivals of wheat were 2,724,152 owt., 
against 2,280,431 in January, 1867, more than half being from 
Russia and the United States, which figure respectively for 
nearly equal amounts. 

The following is a summary of those figures which relate to 
our Import and Export trade with China and other countries in 
the Far East :— 

IMPORTS. 

The quantity and value of the Tea imported into this country 

is returned as follows :— 


; 1866. 1867. 1868. 
Quantity for the month 
ended Sist Jan. Ibs. 2,404,160 .. 16,014,080 .. 16,885,868 
1865. 1866. 1867. 
Value for the month ended 
Sst Dec. es «e £2,402,244 .. £1,216,203 :. £1,886,554 
Value for the twelve months 
ended Slst Dec. - £10,044,462 .. £11,208,815 .. £10,068,148 


Tho following is a return of the total quantity of Raw Silk 
imported into the United Kingdom :— 


1866. 1867. 1868. 
-From_ Quantity for the Month ended 31st Jan. 
China... oe oe —_ oe — _ 
British India =. ee _ oe — « _ 
Egypt®* .. eo 844,870... 520,218 .. 472,371 Ibs. 


218,966 .. 


oo oe oe ee 


257,108 .. 114,422 ,, 


Other Countries if oo 
‘ota 777,826 .. 586,793 5» 
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“ os : See ee as : rt Sees 
Value for the Twelve a ended 31st Dec. The following Return contains the total quantity of the 

China ren ater ek : ries several articles named exported from the United Kingdom to 

British adie rv i 206,681 a 135.777 = 2.617 all parts during the Month ended 31st Jan. of the present 

*Egypt .. ae $2 6,402,321 .. 4,326,428 .. 4,745,499 | and two preceding years :— 

Other Countries .. - 3,403,227 .. 2,650,309 .. 2,758,539 1866. 1867. 1868. 

Total +e we oe 10,184,855 .. 7,243,199 .. 7,556,462 Cotton yarn 10,190,702 .. 10,155,587 .. 15,694,208 Ibs. 


* In transit from India, China, and Japan. 


The total import of Coffee into this country during the Month 


is given as follows :— 
Quantity for the Month ended 3lst Jan. 


Imported from 1866. 1867. 1868. 
Ceylon... ee we «244,986 .. 1.207.542 .. 3,356,034 lbs. 
Other British Possessions 216,119 .. 419971 .. 1,048,142 ,, 


Total from all parts -» 1,933,845 .. 2,712,499 .. 6,304,208 _,, 
The Imports of Raw Sugar for the Month present the follow- 


ing figures :— 
Quantity for the Month ended 31st Jan. 


1866. 1867. 1868. 
From Java and Philippine 
Islands .. ee oe — o. lil ve 74,807 cwts. 
Total from all parts -- 500,469 .. 433,282 .. 603,081 ,, 


The following return gives the imports of Hemp into this 
country during the month :— 
Quantity for the Month ended 31st Jan, 


1866. 1867. 1868. 
From the Philippine Islands — — 4,931 cwts, 
Total from all parts oe 1,604 .. 9,871 .. 8,240 ,, 


The total quantity of Raw Cotton imported in the Month is 


thus given :— 
Quantity for the Month ended 31st Jan. 


From 1866. 1867. 1868. 
China ae ae oe a — és — —_ewts. 
British India. . is 91,645 .. 7,779 .. $8,857 ,, 
Egypt ee . -» 10,467 .. 70,727... 14,986 ,, 
United States a ++ 225.857 45,250 .. 111,981 ,, 
Total from all parts .. -. 373,944 .. 147,082 .. 198,174 ,, 
Value for the Twelve Months ended 3lst Dec. 
1865. 1866. 1867. 
China ee oe -» £1,593,405 .. £231,736 .. £20,965 
British India ie ++ 25,005,856 .. 25,270,547 .. 13,984,587 
gypt ee ee e+ 18,906,641 .. 9,200,580 .. 7,200.29] 
United States .. +» 12,085,484 .. 34,977,986 .. 25,721,079 
Total from all parts +» 66,032,193 .. 77,521,406 .. 51,997,766 


The clearances for Home Consumption of the undermentioned 
Imports during the Month are returned as follows :— 


For the Month ended 31st Jan. 


1866. 1867. 1868. 

Tea from all parts (lbs.) .. 8,866,468 .. 9,825,553 .. 8,764,421 
Coffee from Ceylon (Ibs.)-. 2.112.979 .. 2,260,687 .. 2,008,497 
Do. from all parts (Ibs.).. 2,990,704 .. 3,507,510 .. 3,289,125 
Raw Sugar from Java and 

the Philippines (ewts.) .. 19,647 .. 42,288 .. 47,337 
Raw Sugar from all 

parts (cwts.) .. «. 679,689... 952,645 .. 689,816 


The following were the quantities of the undermentioned 
articles remaining in the bonded warehouses of the United 
Kingdom on the 31st Jan., 1868, compared with the two 
previous years :— 


1866. 1867. 1868. 
Coffee (Ibs.)  «. we: 82,875,652 .. 29,661,948 .. 42,687,552 
Tea (Ibs.) .. ++ 88.200.430 .. 104.675.3385 .. 90,547,003 
Unrefined sugar (cwts.) .. 3,429,365 .. 2,730,853 .. 2,189,969 
EXPORTS. 


The Exports to China and Hong Kong during the Month 
are returned as follows :— 
Quantity for the Month ended the 3lst Jan. 


1866. 1867. 1868. 
Cotton yarn +. 388,080 .. 396,402 .. 591,436 Ibs. 
Cotton manufactures —_.. 12,996,763 .. 7,808,878 .. 28,939,282 yds. 
Worsted stuffs... ee 935,820 .. 2,060,755 .. 1,772,588 ,, 
Woollen & worsted cloths 244,875 .. 84,732 .. 150,092 ,, 
Lead Er sa a 467 .. 7 .. 285 tons, 





To other countries in the Far East the following quantities of 
Cotton Yarn were exported :— 


Quantity for the Month ended 81st Jan. 
To 1866. 1867. 1868. 
Ceylon.. ee os 14,000 .. — 30,000 Ibs. 
Singapore oo 46,600 .. 284,200 .. 321,000 ,, 


Of Cotton Manufactures the Exports were as follows :— 
Quantity for the Month ended 31st Jan. 


To 1866. 1867. 1868. 
Ceylon . oe ++ 1,305.297 .. 1,810,230... 1,598,977 yds, 
Singapore ee +e 2,210.429 .. 4,096,531 .. 10,080,807 ~ ,, 
Java. . - oe ee 756,900 .. 150,102 ,, 
Philippine Islan +» 1,746,608 .. 5,371,809 .. 2,474,120 ,,° 


) 
) 


C 


gitized by Gor gle 


Cotton manufactures ..172,119,828 ..191,323,013 ,.217,666.029 yds. 














Worsted stuffs .. ++ 26,439,715 .. 19,590,303 .. 16,063,604 n 
Woln. & worsted cloths, 2,632,265 .. 2,262,361 .. 2,139,188 ,, 
Lead .. S 1,920 .. 982 .. 2,339 tons. 
BANK AND MISCELLANEOUS SHARES. 
: " ; Prices 
Shares Joint-StockBanks. | Paid. | Mar. 16 
£10 Agra Bank,A shares. . . . . All 10 to 11 
10 Do. Bde Qya re wuk _ 708 
25 Bankof Egypt ..... , All 33 to 35 
20 Chartered BankInd. ,Aust.,& China All 17¢ to 183 
25 Chartered Merc.ofindia andChina All 284 to 29g 
20 City Bask 2 a6 4% & fate 10 11g to 124 
234 Bane ane & Shanghai Bank, . All 4 to 6pm. 
284 K Do. New Do... 5g be # pu. 
50 London and County... . . 20 2 to 3b 
50 LondonJoint Stock . + i826 15 324 to 33% 
100 Londonand Westminster. . 20 67 to 69 
26 Oriental BankCorporation . . All 4l to 43 
50 UnionofLondon. .... 15 33 10 St 
MISCELLANEOUS, 
- Ceylon Deb., Nov. 1878, 6 percent. 100 110 to 112 
_ Do. Do 1872 100 108 to 107 
_ Do. Do. 1882-3 100 112 to 113 
20 Ceylon Company. . 4 i 10 3 to2 dig 
20 DOs SERTER Ces ce eS se 5 3to2 dis 
10 Credit Foncier& Mobilier of England All 2] to 3} dis. 
20 Egyptian Com. & Trading Company 6 5 to 4 dis. 
10 General Credit &DiscountCompany ib 24 to 2§ dis. 
10 Hong Kong and ChinaGas . . Ali 8 told 
20 International FinanceS screty . 5 2t to 1g dis, 
50 P.andQ.SteamCompany. . . All 57 to 5 
50 Do. Do, 1867. 6 1 to 14 pm. 
10 WpperAssamTea ..... All 4to5 
106 West india Steam Company. . 60 65 to 67 


BANKS AND COMPANIES CONNECTED WITH THE 
FAR EAST. 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 122, Leadenhall- 
street. 

Messageries Imperiales, Head office in Paris, R. W. and H. Horne, 
agents, 4, Moorgate-street. 

China Steamship and Labuan Coal Company, Ethelburga House, 70, 
Bishopsgate -street. 

Netherlands India Steam Navigation Company, 13, Austinfriars. 

Hong Kong and China Gas Company, 11, Old Jewry Chambers, J. H. 
Walduck, secretary. 

Singapore Coir Company (Limited), J. M. Little, Esq., agent, 92, 
Cannon-street. 

Singapore Gas Company, 8, St. Mary Axe, Robert King, secretary. 

Pacific Saw Mills, Hakodadi, Armitstead and Co,, agents, 21, Old 
Broad-street. 

Amoy Dock Company, Zulueta and Co., agents, 22, Moorgate-street. 

Hong Kong and Whampoa Dock, Morrison and Co., agents, Crown- 
court, Philpot-lane. 

North China Insurance Company, Ashton and Co., agents, Hatton- 
court, Threadneedle-street. 

Canton Insurance Company, Matheson and Co., agents, 3, Lombard-st. 

Union Insurance Company of Canton, Dent, Palmer and Co , agents. 
King’s Arms Yard, Moorgate-street. 

gsoag Kong Insurance Company, Gledstanes and Co., agents, 26, 
Austin Friars. 

China Traders’ Insurance Company, Hong Kong, Fearon and Co., 
agents, 36, Great St. Helens. 

Hong Kong Marine Insurance Company, Farbridge, Holliday and Co., 
agents, Manchester. 

Ceylon Company, Palmerston-buildings, Old Broad-street, J. Ander- 


| son, secretary 


Borneo Company, 7, Mincing-lane, R. Harvey, manager. 
Tanjong Pagar Dock Company (Limited) of Singapore, Mactaggart 
Tidman, and Co., agents, 34, Great St. Helens. 


BANKS. 
Agra Bank, 28, Nicholas-lane, Lombard-street, Mackintosh Balfour, 


manager. 

Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China, Hatton-Court, Thread- 
needle-street, G. U. Adam, manager. 

Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London, and China, Old Broad- 
street, D. T. Robertson, general manager. 

Comptoir d’Escompte de Paris, 13, Leadenhall-street. 

Bank of Rotterdam, Union Bank of London, agents, Princes-street. 

Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Company, W. H. Vacher, 
agent, 32, Nicholas-lane. 

Oriental Bank Corporation, Threadneedle-street,C. J. F. Stuart, 
chief manager. 
*,* Companies omitted in the above list bie be included if the particular 

are. 
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ARTICLES OF IMPORT. 


Tsa.—The market bas remained much in the same state as advised in 
our last, with a fair business doing. There have been several arrivals, 
but many of the importers are firm holders. Foochow Congous: Siftings 
and broken leaf fally maintain late prices. Common and Amoy kinds have 
been sold at 1s. 1d. to 1s. 1d. per lb.; fair at 1s. 14d. to 1s. 2}d. per Ib., 
but little of the latter class is now to be bought under 1s. 2d. per lb.; 
flavory has sold at 1s. 3d. to 1s. 4d. per lb. In good and fine, 
transactions have been most limited. Black leaf Congous: In the 
better sorts of common, sales have been made at 1s. Ifd.; fair 
at 1s. 2d. to 1s. 3d. per Ib. In the medium grades transactions have 
been limited at 1s, 5d. to 1s. 7d. per Ib. In fine a few sales have been 
made at 1s. 10d. to 2s. 2d. per Ib. Souchongs are unaltered. 
Oolungs, of fresh import, have been sold at 1s. 1d. to 1s. 2d. per Ib. 
for fair quality. Tayshan Congons: Fair have been sold at 1s. 4d. to 
1s. 5d. per 1b.; good at 1s. 6d. to 1s. 7d. per Ib. Scented Capers: 
Common grades have sold readily at late prices; and some fancy 
parcels have sold from 2s. to 2s. 5d. per Ib. Scented Orange 
Pekoes: Canton kinds of common to fair grades sell readily at the advance 
last quoted; but medium to fine do not meet with ready sale. Foochow 
kinds sell at 1s. 4d. to 1s. 5d. for fair; and 1s. 6d. to 1s. 8d. for medium 
to good. Green teas: Abundant supplies out of the late arrivals have been 
on offer, and Ping Suey descriptions have been sold at a decline of 2d. per 
lb. for most grades, while in some cases a further concession has been ne- 
cessary to effect sales. Moyunes have been better supported. 

1868. 1867. 

The’ United Kingdom Stock 
was onthe 29th Feb. 
estimated at 

Cargoes of vessels arrived up 
to date, but not included 
in the above stock, with 14,064,100 Ibs. a 4,523,500 Ibs. 
portion of other cargoes 
only partially included 

Amonnt “ on the water,” in- 
cluding advices by the 19,951,100 lbs. —,, 25,322,400 Ibs. 


87,750,000 Iba, against 101,000,000 Ibs. 


last mail 


Sirk.—The market has become more active again within the last few 
days, and prices have advanced generally a good 6d., but with a notable 
demand for fine and good silk. There is a good deal of inquiry, and much 
business doing; this, combined with the improvement in deliveries, leads 
a “hy belief that the gencral condition of the trade has materially improved 
of late. 


Cotron.—The London market has been subject to considerable fluctua- 
tlon since our last report, but the demand has been upon the whole well 
maintained, and a large business has been done. Quotstions are about dd. 
to gu. higher than those last given, and rule as follows. On the spot :— 
Tinnevelly, 8§d. to 83d.; Western, 8d. to 8§d.; Salem, 84d. to 9d.; 
Coconada, 73d. to 74d.; Broach, 94d. ; Bengal, 74d. to 73d. For ar- 
rival :—Tinnevelly, October sailing to April shipment and ship named, at 
8d. to 8§d., guaranteed good fair; Western, October to December sailing 
and sbip named, at 73d. to 84d. guaranteed fair; Coconada, November 
sailing and ship named, at 6}d. to Gid. guaranteed fair red; Bengal, 
February-March shipment and ship named, at 71d. to 74d., guarantced 
fair new; Oomrawuttee, January-February sailing, at 8d. to 84d., gua- 
ranteed fair new; Dhollera, ship named, 74d. to 84d., guaranteed 
fair; Broach, ship named, at sdd. to 83d., guaranteed fair new; 
Sawginoned, ditto, at 8jd.; Mobile, ship named and January sail- 
ing, at 104d.; Orleans, ship named, at 104d. to 104d. At Liverpool 
the Cotton Market is still characterised by a strong feverish excitement, 
and the course of the trade for the next few weeks will be very uncertain, 
depending in a great measure upon the accounts which will come from the 
Southern ports. Some holders are sanguine enough to believe that the 
price of middling Orleans will rise to 1s. per Ib. Prices are firm, and it is 
said that some transactions have been done at from 1-16d. to #4. per Ib, 
advance. The transactions in arrival cotton have embraced Maceio, fair, 
ship named, at 9}d. ; American, basis of middling, fram New York, steamer 
named, 104d. ; ship named, Savannah, 104d. to 104d. ; ditto, low middling 
10d.; Charleston, 1Ujd.; Mobile, 10}d., 10$d., and 10 1-16d.; New 
Orleans, low middling, 104d. and 103d. ; ditto, middling, 10}d., 10 7-16d., 
and 103d.; Dharwar, fair, ship named, 84d.; Dhollera, fair, February sail- 
ing, 8}4. ; Oomrawattee, fair new merchants, shipment March-April, 8d. ; 
ditto, February sailing, 8§d.; and Bengal, fair new merchants, ship 
named, 7}d. 

Corree.—The market for Colonial has remained in as quiet a condition 
as previously reported ; a few parcels of desirable qualities have realised 
full prices, but the middling and inferior sorts of Plantation Ceylon must 
agen be quoted 1s. per cwt. lower. Native is still very difticult to dispose 
of. Of the moderate auctions of Plantation, amounting to 508 casks, 81 
tierces, 43 barrels, 316 bags, nearly two-thirds consisted of good coloury 
qualities of the new crop, which met a brisk competition at fully the valua- 
tions, the remainder having been of medium or grayish qualities. Garblings 
and triage sold at 26s. 6d. to 54a. Gu., grayish fine ordinary to fine fine 
ordinary small 62s, to 64s., low middling and middling dull 68s. 6d. to 
70s, 6d., coloury, small, fine ordinary to tine fine ordinary 688. to 69s. 6d., 
low middling and middling 70s. to 76s., good middling bold 80s. to 8%s. 
peaberry 81s. to 908. 6d. Business has been done in Native to the extent, 
of 180 casks, 1,000 bags, good ordinary at 48:3. 6d. to 50x. 6d., bold 6Us. 
and of 202 casks, 4 barrels, 1,065 bags in auction about one-half sold’ 
good ordinary at 48s. 6d., ordinary to good ordinary, import 1867, 43s. 6d" 
to 46s. 6d., garblings 6s. to 17s. Other transactions have comprised 65 
bags low Manila at 6s. 6d., and about one-third of 702 bags pale Macas- 
sar Java (indirect) at 56s. the remainder being held for advanced retes. 


Coooa Nout O11.—An improved demand has been exhibited for Ceylon, 
aad a fair amount of business has been done at £49 to £49 10s. 


Gatts,— Quotations for China are 658. to 66s., but the business has 
been unimportant. Of Japan about 200 cases have realised 52s, 


Gamsizn.—There has been a good demand and prices have slightly im- 
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proved, privately about 2,000 bales have been sold at 162. 9d. to 17s., and 
in auction of 1,375 bales, about 400 bales sold at 16s. 9d. to 17s. 


Gums.—Benjamin : Two cases Siam, firsts, were bought in at £24; 
Copal : of 113 cases common soft Manila offered, 25 cases sold at 27s. 6d. 
Damar: 50 cases Batavian were bought in, fine pale {03., second quality 
83s., 91 cases Singapore sold, middling with a small part rather dark at 
75s. 6d. up to 77s., small pickings 62s. 6d. to 63s. 6d. 


Hewr.—There has been a better demand for Manila, and about 1,000 
bales have been sold on the spot at higher prices, fair to good roping st 
£48 to £50, also for arrival 300 bales January-February sailing at £48 
for Sorsagon. 


JAPAN Wax.—No business has been reported either privately or at the 
auctions since our last report. 


Perrer.—The tone of the market haa been quict, and no public sales 
have been held. Privately 3,000 bags, Singapore sold at 33d. to 8 7-16d. 
for Black of fair quality. White Pepper is without demand. 


Rice.—The tone of the market has been more decidedly quiet than for 
some time past, with transactionsof small amount on the spot, yet in prices 
no decided reduction can be quoted. Of 2,309 bags midd!ing to good mid~- 
dling old hard white Bengal in auction the greater part suld at 13s. 9d., 
being rather cheaper, and privately 150 tons Svolie have been sold at 
9s. 104d. on the quay, 1,000 bags Ballam at 10s. to 108. 3d., and 100 tons 
at 9s, 9d. ex ship, and2,500 bags Rangoon at 12s. 3d. to 12s. 6d. For 
arrival 1,200 tens Dacca, January to March shipment have sold at 10s. 9d, 
to 11s., 100 tons white Bengal at 14s. 6d., 300 tons Ballam at 10s. 3d., 
and 50 tons at 10s. 44d., all ianded terms. 


Ruvusars.—The market for China has been firm, and 140 chests were 
nearly all sold; good fair at 6a. 6d., good middling 4s. 8d. to 4s. 7d., mid- 
dling 3s. 4d. to 83. 8d., low middling 3s. to 3s. 1d., good ordinary 2s. 1d. 
to 2s. 4d., ordinary 1s. 8d. to 1g. 11d. 


Srices.—Cinnamon : 16 bales Ceylon sold, first sort 2s. 3d., second 2s, 
2d., third 1s. 11d. Mace: Of 15 cases Penang 10 cases middling reddish 
sold at 2s. 1d. to 2. 2d., being some decline. Nutmegs: Of 38 cases Pe- 
nang chiefly of old import 27 cases sold at rather lower prices, 76’s at 2s, 
5d., 79's at 2s. 1d. to 2s. 2d., 96's aud 88’s slightly mouldy (import 1861} 
at 1s. 6d. and 1s. 8d., one lot 1s. 9d., 107’s to 103’s at 1s. 4d. to 1s. 5d. 


Sucar.—lIncreasing home deliveries, with only moderate supplies of 
such refining qualities as are most in request have tended to impart firm- 
ness to the market, so that although the demand from the trade is not 
brisk, and on speculative account scarcely any business appears to have 
been transacted, prices are steadily maintained for all kinds. Some desire 
to effect sales of the commoner qualities of Manila has been evinced, and 
the business done has maintained previous terms, but the better qualities 
of clayed have met more inquiry from exporters, and sellers are not 
readily found on previous terms. In auction 9,247 bags clayed 
Manila (duty 8s.) were bought in at 29s. to 30s. 6d., and 10,225 
bags Muscovado, just lande? from Cebu, at 27s. but 400 bags 
afterwards sold at 27s., and 600 bags washed at 26s. Gd., 140 bags 
good yellow Guatemala sold at 33s., 272 hogsheads, 2 tierces, 2 barrels, 
Cuba Muscovado, import 1864, were bought in, brown to good yellow 32s, 
6d. to 35s., but afterwards all sold at 32s. 6d. By private contract, 
13,600 bags clayed Manila, duty 93. 7d., have been sold at 30s. 3d. to 30s, 
6d., 3,000 bags, duty 8s., at 29s. 9d. No transactions are reported in 
Penang. Private returns make the imports of raw sugar into the four chief 
ports of the United Kingdom, to the 7th March 65,960 tons, against 64,150 
tons in 1867. The clearances for home consumption 87,700 tons, against 
102,080 tons, and the stock at that date 104,970 tons, against 141,220 
tons. 


Tix.—A reduction of prices in Holland checked activity here, but the 
value of Straits has throughout been maintained at £91 10s. to €91 1s. 


MANCHESTER MARKETS. 


Messrs. Alexr. Collie and Co., in their Monthly Price Current, dated 
13th March, state:—‘* We have to report an active state of business 
in cottun aud goods during the past month. With short periods of 
excitement and depression alternating, the tendency of prices has upon 
the whole been upwards, and at the moment of writing for the mail, 
quotations for our chief staples ure at the highest point they have 
yet touched. There has undoubtedly been a large amount of buying in 
anticipation of future wants, and prices have to some extent been in- 
fluenced by these operations. ‘There have also been some purely speculative 
purchases, which have further strengthened the market, but the activity 
has arisen mainly from a healthy and legitimate demand. The accounts 
from most of the Eastern markets are exceedingly good. With the single 
exception of Batavia, the stocks in first and second hands are in no case 
excessive, and jn the great leading markets, sach as Calcutta and Bombay, 
the supplies on hand are remarkably small,—smaller even than at any 
period, during the cotton famine from 1862 to 1866. ‘This fact has eu- 
couraged buvers for the East to anticipate the growing demand in these 
markets by operating very freely during the past threo or four months. 
The home trade, too, has been exceedingly brisk, and we estimate that it is 
taking off at the present moment a moiety uf the total production of our 
looms. In the business of the month Shirtings have figured for the largest 
share, all widths and weights being equally in favour in proportion tu their 
usual scale of production. Long Cloths have attracted little attention. 
T-Cloths have been freely dealt in, Mudapollams are in very great request, 
and are well engaged for future delivery. Grey Printers share 
in the demand and are scarce. Jacconets and Mulls have been 
largely inquired for, and the latter have advanced in value a 
greater per centage than any other other article in the market. In Yarns 
avery large advance has taken place, particularly in the lower numbers, 
and a fair business has been done in them at a shade under the quota 
tions.” Quotations are:—Grey Shirtings, 7 Ibs., 8s. Gu. to 9a.; 84 Ibs., 
10s. 6d. ; Cotton Yarn, Nos. 16-24, 13$d. to 15d.; Nes. 28-32, 15d. to 
17d.; Maddapollame, 88. 10}4.; Long Cloths, 9s. 9d.; T-Cloths, 6s. 6d. 5 
White Spot Shirtings, 11s. 3d. 
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ARRIVALS. 

Date. Ship. | Captain. From | At 
Mar. slcleveland acocccecees: eae A 
Jan.té'Suu Lee. ee ..| Buenvs Ayres 
Mar. 5/Finzel -| Deal. 
Feb.10;Tamatave ..|Mariel, 

— 22 --| Boston 

— 22, Thos. Browne .......0./Sackson .....062] DO. ssereerereeeeenseeees Do. 

Mar. 5) W: Texel 

— 9 .| London 

— oF .{ Deal. 

—- 9 i i |Falmouth. 

— 6/Prince W ar Jaques Akyab..... Waterford. 

— 10, [le aud Vilaine... Bouriguon ...... Manila ...... Havre. 

— Tava wees Changear Singapore Bordeaux 
Feb.19! Antifer Cuillet .........06+ Macao.. Havana. 

— 26)|Sooloo Hutchinson ...;Manila. Boston 
Mar 10!Corea . Curr... .., (Canton, .-| London. 

— 8 Vracht: Vellenga ...| Macassar, for Rottdw.| Uff Folkestone, 
— 11)Belle .... Elcoate FOOCHOW....00...seeserees London. 

— 10/Minnie ..... Black ...... Shanghai Deal. 

-—- 9/Oscar Vidal ..| Benz Hg. Kg., Faimouth 

— 8iNyverheid Schaap Batavia Texel. 

— 8'Alcyone. Kruisin Do... Do, 

— 6'Noord Br Rademaker Ibanjoewangie Brouwershaven 
— 6) Madura ow... wo |Kerkoff ......066 DO, wee.sescscvecesnsces Do. 

— §& Columbine.. ..|Malbrane ...... Batavia Do. 

— 7\Vampyr . «.| Macao......... Cuxhaver. 

— Antje .... Banjoewangi Broawershaven 
— 11{Unicorn . Trincomalee, &c London. 

— 13/Auburn . Macao, &c. ... «| Do. 

— l/Alvington (? jPenang .....0.0 Off Salcombe. 
— 9)Ridderkerk . ...| Banjoewangie . 

— 10) Presto ooo | Tjilatjap ... Do. 

— 10) Helena Do. . Do. 

— 10 Koffyboom Brouwershaven 
Feb.27/Ousuri New York 
— 27| Warren H Do. 

— 98! Resolute .... Do. 

— 28! Burnside .........0 e0...|Prendergast ...| Do. ..... Do. 
Mar 13' Hotspur ...... London 








— 8 Margarita .. 
— 12/Zuid Hollan 
— 15]Cotherstone ... 














— 16} Norwood ........ 4 wns, 
— 16|E‘izabeth Nicholsor. .. - Foochow London. 
— 15/John Lidgett.. os China ..... Do. 
— 15] Louisa ; ‘ortsmouth. 
— 15}Helenslee .. ‘almouth 
- 7 
Date. Ship | Captain. For j From 





-»| Vaughan......—|Cardiff and Galle ...... 
--| Harverken ...... Cardiff and Singapor: 





Shanghai ee Hamburg 
..| Yokohama Liverpool 
Do. 













Java... Sunderland 
.../Campbell  ....../Singapore .. -»| Cardiff. 
9/County of stirling ...)Battersby ...... Batavia &Sourabaya...|Glasgow 
— 11} Douglas Castle ..|McRitchie...... Shanghai ... ..|London 
— 10/Ocean Empri “McDonald Do. ..... cee 





Hong Kon 
Yokohama .. 
-./Shanghai .. 





— 10) Mary .... «(Hong Kong Sunderland 
= 10} Hope .... oe [Galle cece. Do. 

— SiJubilee . Condon 
— 183|Medina . D 








iO. 

— {Bunker H Liverpool. 
— 9/Queen of the Sea ......j fomlingon ...... Do. 
— 11) dernington ..........000 Myles .....sscesee Galle . Sunderland, 
— 17|Haworth Castle ...... Linklater ...... Do. eves No. 
— 9/St. Charles.........0008. Saffrain ........./SmiGOM ......scccesscene Toulon. 

( See Commercial Postscript and Correspondents’ Letters. ) 

LOADING. 


At Lonpon.—For Yokohama and Nagasaki: Isles of the South. For 
Shanghai: Georges, Prudhoe, Medina, Juanpore, Sir Harry Parkes, 
Weymouth, Rollo, Lauderdale. For Hong Kong and Foochow: Have- 
lock. For Hong Kong: Jubilee, Ironside, Invincible, Chetah, Corea, 
Princess of Wales, Finzel. For Singapore: Dewa, Gungadhur, La 
Plata, Carl Wilheim. For Penang: Lord Nelson. For Colombo: 
Silver Cloud. 

At Livgrpoot.—For Shanghai: Charger. For Hong Kong and 
Canton: Bella. For Hong Kong: Veronica. For Mauritius, Penang, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, und Shanghai, Diomed (s.). For Singapore : 
La hate, Eastern Chief. For Manila: Trinidad. For Galle: Madge 
Wildfire. 

At Giascow.—For Hong Kong: Peru. For Manila and Yloilo: 
Juliana. For Maccassar: Nantib. For Singapore: Omba. For Penang, 
Mary Falconer. For Batavia and Sourabaya: Columba. 

At Greenocx.—For Galle, Queen Bee. 


SPOKEN. 
Ione, Colombo to New York, Jan. 5, 30 S., 41 E. 
F. W. C., Java to Amsterdam, Jan. 28, 11 S., 11 W. 
ELten Srson, Macao to London, Jan. 30, 10 S., 15 W. 
Dunnam (ship), London to Shanghai, Dec. 14, 14 S., 118 E. 
Bnitisu BANNER, Batavia to Falmouth, Jan. 27, 4 S., 18 W. 
Sumatra (of Palmero), Sumatra to Gibraltar, Jan. 29,3 S,,19 W. 
Cuusan, London to Hong Kong, Jan. 30, 7 N., 25 W. 
Panic, Singagore to Liverpool, Jan. 18, 30 S., 10 E. 
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Cano.ine EvizaBetuH, Rotterdam to Batavia, Feb. 7,1 N., 23 W. 
Capucgus, Manila to New York, Jan. 10, 35 S., 26 E. 

County or AgcyYLe, Sourabaya to Rotterdam. Jan. 16, 34 8., 15 E. 
Preciosa (Brem. bargq. ), for Shanghai, 5 N., 24 W. 

Enstcn, Shanghai to New York. Jan. 9, off Cape of Good Hope. 
Hanover, Bankok to Lisbon, off the Second Point of Banka Straits. 
Exise, from Saigon. 

WILp Gazette, Shanghai to New York, Jan. 15, 35 8., 20 E. 

AaiLe (French ship), for Singapore. 

Gustave (Prus. brig), Newport to Hong Kong, Oct. 21, 17 N.,26 W. 
MauLMarn, Hong Kong to London, Jan. 15, 5 N., 17 W. 

Sinppap, Banjoewangie to Amsterdam, Feb. 10, 5 N., 20 W. 
Freperick WILHELM, Newport to Hong Kong, Jan. 28, 5 N., 21 W. 
ARGo, Rotterdam to Batavia, Jan. 29, 3 N., 26 W. 

ATLanTic, Hong Kong to New York, Jan. 31, 10 S., 18 W. 

KEstrEL (barque), Bankok to Hamburg, Jan. 28. 

Eppystonr, Padang to Amsterdam, Jan. 6, 19 S., 82 E. 

Rainsow, Padang to Boston, Jan. 27, off the Cape of Good Hope. 
Jonannes Lopewyk, Sourabaya to Amsterdam, Feb. 1, 25 §., 6 E. 
Tevexax (Dut. ship), Batavia to Rotterdam, Jan. 20, off Cape Agulhas. 
Teviot, Colombo to London, Feb. 20, 17 N., 35 W. 
Doxssoso, Macassar to Amsterdam, Feb. 10. 5 N., 23 W. 
GLEncLuNE, Clyde to Samarang, Feb. 22, 37 N., 14 W. 
Pauuina, Hong Kong to Falmouth, Dec. 29, lat. 35, lon. 18. 

Wm. Pogtman, Rotterdam to Batavia, 26 days out, 5 S., 28 W. 
Magia, of and from Hamburg, for Shanghai, Nov. 9, 36 N., 18 W. 
ApataNna PETKONELLA, Liverpool to Hong Kong, Feb. 9, 3 N., 24 
Mapura, Shanghai to New York, Feb. 8, 8 N., 24 W. 


FREIGHTS AND CHARTERS. 

In berth freights to the Eastern ports there is but little alteration, al- 
though the arrivals of late have been rather numerous. Coal freights from 
the Northern outports remain firm at the undermentioned quotations :— 

Current rates of freight for vessels on the berth: —To Yokohama: 30s. 
weight, 40s. and 50s. meast. To Nagasaki: 50s. meast., 4s. weight. To 
Shanghai: 50s. weight, 45s. meast. To Cheefoo: 60s. weight or meast. 
To Hong Kong: 59s. weight, 35s. meast. To Amoy: 60s. weight, 50s. 
meast. To Manila: 50s, weight, 55s. meast. To Singapore: 30s. weight, 
35s. meast. To Penang : 35s. weight, 40s. meast. To Ceylon: 20s. to 25s. 
weight, 35s. meast. 

The current quotations for coal, &c., are as follows: —From Wear or 
Tyne per keel.—For Chefoo: £53, For Shanghai: £53. For Hong Kong: 
£44. For Saigon: £50. For Singapore: £35. For Batavia: £32. For Co- 
lombo, £33. For Galle, £86. From Newport, Cardiff, or Swansea per 
ton.—For Yokohama: £2 10s. For Shanghai: £2 10s. For Chefoo, 
£2 12s. 6d. For Hong Kong, £2 2s. 6d. For Manila, £1 15s. For 
Saigon: £2 8s. For Singapore: £1 13s. For Batavia, £1 10s. For 
Galle, £1 4s. For Colombo, £1 8s. ‘ 

The Admiralty have invited tenders for the conveyance of 183 tons navy 
spac &c., 12 tons, weight, cement and nipping gear, 5 tons, weight, 

locks of asphalte, from the Thames to Hong Kong. 
CASUALTIES. 

The Pegasus, Jackson, from Lordon to Shanghai, which sailed from 
London Feb. 25, and put back to Deal March 2, had sailed again, and 
arrived at Portsmouth March 7 with master sick. 

The Chalmers, Philips, which sailed from Sunderland’ Feb. 29, for 
Galle, had been supplied at Deal, Marck 8, with an anchor and 90 fathoms 
chain in lieu of others lost, and on the 9th was supplied with another 
anchor. 

The Como, Dewar, from Saigon to Bremen, got on shore on Binkamas 
Hof, but was assisted off by to steamers, and arrived at Bremen March 5. 

Advices from Kolu, Osaka, dated Jan. 5, state that it was reperted there 
that a French barque, bound to Yokohama, from Havre, bad been lost a 
few miles from the entrance. ‘i 

The Cymbeline, de Faye, which sailed from London March 4, fo 
Tientsin and Chefoo, has anchored in the Downs, having been in collision 
with the Eden (barque), of Sunderland; and sustained some damage. 

The Thomas Mitchell, Shuell, from Colombo, put into Table Bay, 
Jan. 26, to stop a leak. 

The S. Van Heel, which sailed from Sunderland March 7, for Java, 
has been supplied at Deal with an anchor and 105 fathoms of chains in 
lieu of others lost. 

The S. van Heel (ship), of Alblasserdam, Muenchen, from Shields to 
Batavia, with coals, struck the pier at Ramsgate, March 13, in consequence 
of the tow line breaking, causing her to go aground outside the harbour ; 
she was got off on the 14th, and brought into the harbour, after having 
jettisoned about 100 tons coals. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

At Sr. Herzna.—Feb. 1, Kosmopoliet, Groot, from Batavia, and sailed 
for Rotterdam ; 4, Ercilla, Vicente, from Manila, and sailed 5 for Queens- 
town ; 6, Dageraad, Duinker, from Banjoewangie, and sailed for Rotter- 
dam ; Ymuiden, Jong, from Batavia, and sailed 7 for Amsterdam; 7, 
Zeelandia, Botesz, from Batavia, and sailed 8 for Middleburgh; 8, Ben- 
voirlich, Jenkins, from Padang, and sailed for New York; Noranside, 
Deas, from Zebu, and sailed for London; Oceaan, Smit, from Banjoe- 
wangie, and sailed 10 for ;Amsterdam; 12, Hendrik Ido Ambacht, Byl, 
from Bavjoewangie, aod sailed for Rotterdam; Jan. 28, Anne Longton, 
Harling, from Manila, and sailed 25 for London ; 24, Banian, Chase, from 
Amoy, and sailed 25 for New York ; 27, Laurel, Norris, from Foochow, 
and sailed for London. 

Advices from St. Helena, dated Feb. 12, state that the Majestic, of 
Glasgow, Robertson, from the Clyde to Batavia, which vessel put in there, 
very leaky, August 4, was advertised to be sold on Feb. 20. 

Off St. HeLENA.—Feb. 6, Elizabeth Nicholson, from Foochow; Feronia, 
from Foochow. 

At Taste Bay.—Jan. 26, Thomas Mitchell, Shuell, from Colombo, 
aud sailed 28 for London ; 27, Alexander, Dempster, from Sunderland, 
and sailed 28 for Shanghai. 

At Sruon’s Bay.—Jan. 28, Annie Lee, Holman, sailed for Colombo; 
30, Corinne, Ochiltree, sailed for Ceylon; Beaufort, - Banks, sailed for 
Colombo ; $1, Queen of Devon, Guswell, sailed for Colombo. 

At Atcoa Bay.—Jan. 29, Silver Cloud, Challis, from Manilo. 
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PORT OF AMOY. 
CHINA. 


SHIPOWNERS, AGENTS, and COM- 
MANDERS areinformed that the Dock ney 

v 
REPAIRING and REFITTING STEAM and SAILING 


&stablishments at the above Port afford facil 
VESSELS. 


Their large Granite Jock, 286 feet on the blocks, 
807 feet over all,is in complete working order, and at 
average spring tides can take vesselsdrawit.g 16 tu 17 
feet. Itis fitted with Caisson Gate and witha powe ful 
CentrifugalSteam Pump,ensuring espatchinall states 


of the tide. 


Their two smaller Granite Docks, one 223 feet, tne 
other 1€0 feet on the blocks, can take vesselsat average 


Spring tides drawing 12 feet to 13 feet. 

A stock kept on hand of Timber,Sp 
Metal Sheathing, Paints for Iron Vess 
material required for Dockyard use. 





The premisescompriseCarpenters’Shops, Mast Sheds, 
Blacksmiths’ Shops, superintended by experienced Eur:.- 


pean Foremen ; also an Engineer’s Workshop, supplied 
with Lathes and other tools worked by Steam, in charge 
of a Resident European Engineer. Dry Godowns for the 
eception of stores of vessels requiring to discharge them 


NOTICE TO SHIPOWNERS. 


SINGAPORE DOCKS. 


THE PATENT SLIP AND DOCK COM- 
PANYexecute, in the most efficient manner,SHIPS’ 


REPAIRS of alldescriptions, under the supervision of 


European Shiowrights and Engineers, 

The DRY DOCK (opened in March, 1859) admits two 
Vessels at the same time, being over 400 feet in length 
with a depth of water ranging to 154 feet. 

Another Dry Dock of larger dimensions, adjoining the 
above, willshortly be completed, and available for the 
heaviest Sceamers. 

There is on the same premises extensive Wharf, with 
sahstantial Warchouseand other accommodation, com- 
Prising every convenience for coaling Steamers, dis- 
charging and storing Goods, together with ample Ma- 
chinery and appliances for repairing Iron Steamers ec. 

Apply at the Offices of Messrs. PATERsoN, Stwons 
and Co.,Singapore; orto W. W. Ker, Esq.,101,Caunon- 
strect, London, E.C. 

W. CLOUGHTON , Managing Director. 

New Harbour, Singapore, June, 1867, 


OYE RLAND ROUTE— 

Communication by Steam with 
INDIA, CHINA, JAPAN, AUSTRA- 
} LIA, &e., via EGYPT. from SOUTH- 
: a —* AMPTON and MARSEILLES. 
EGE RES The PENINSULAR and ORIENTAL 
STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY hook Passengers 
and receive Cargo and Parcels by their Steamers for 








hvala } 
ALTA i] ‘ 

‘, From Southampton, 
avon DRIA, f every Saturday. 
BOMBAY. 

MADR: AS ] 

A 

Loy From Southampton 

cALCUTEA, Phe ny 
SING‘ PORE of departure being 
CHINA, - Saturday. 
JAPAN J 
AUSTRALTA, } 
KING GEORGE'S SOUND, | ‘From Southampton, 
MELBOURNE, cea month—the day of 
SYDN ot | departure being Saturday. 

&c., Ke. 


The Steamers leave Marseilles every Sunday. 

For full particulars as to Freight, Passage, and In- 
surance, apply at the Company’s Offices, 122, Leadenhall- 
street, London, or Oriental-place, Southampton. 


MAIL ROUTE FOR CALIFORNIA, JAPAN, 
AND CHINA, VIA PANAMA. 


THE PACIFIC MAIL 
STEAM SHIP COMPANY des- 
patch theirsplendid side-wheel steamers 
from NEW YORK on the Ist, 11th, and 
2lst,and from PANAMA on the 9th, 
19th and 29th of every month for SAN 
FRANCISCO, some at ACAPULCO and MANZA- 
NILLA, em rowte thence to YOKOHAMA, NAGA- 
SAKI,SHANGHAL,and HONG KONG, Passengers from 
England may connect with this line at New York by any 
of the following lines:—- 

Cunird Line, leaving Liverpoo) every Saturday. 

Inman Line, leaving Liverpool every Wednesday. 

National Line,leaving Liverpoolevery Wednesday. 

Guion’s Line, leaving Liverpool every Tues ‘ay. 

flamburg-American Line, from Southampton every 
Friday. 

North German Lloyd’s Line, from Southampton every 
Tuesday. 

And at Panama hy the steamers of the 

Royal Mail Line, from Southampton on the 2nd and 
17th of month. 

West India and Pacific Line, from Liverpool 5th and 
29th of month. 

Generale Transatlantique Line, from St. Nazaire 8th 
of month. 

Passengers by this route are less than ten daysin the 
tropics. 

The next departure for China will befrom San Fran- 
cisco:— 

CHINA, 4,000 tons, April 14, 1868. 

For further particulars and through passage rates. ap- 
lyto H. Starx and Co., Passenger agents, Pacific Mail 
SeZamship Company, No. 145, Cheapside, London. 


BASS AND ALLSOPP’S INDIA PALE ALES 








(FORGE JONES, No.8, Billiter-street 


Present prices,7s.3d. 3d, perdozen 


the Brewer’s Labelsand Patent Capsule 


Digitized by Gor gle 


















Copperand 
, and other 










uarts.and 48.9d 
dozen pints. Free on board, protectedby hisown and 


OVERLAND ROUTE VIA MARSEILLES. 


SERVICES MARITIMES DES MESSAGERIE 


IMPERIALES. 


PACKETS 


> Theldth of every Month at? pow 
r~ for— 





POINT DE 


HONG hONG, SHANGHAI ,andJAPAN. 
Lhe 9th ofevery Monthfor— 


REUNION, MAURITIUS 
H. Horne,4, Moorgate-street, London 


gage free to Marseilles. 
TRALIA, and CHINA. 


STREET, LONDON. 


Incorporated by Royal Charter. 
Paid-upcapital, £800,000. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS 1867-8 


HAIRMAN. 
THOMAS ALEXANDER MITCHELL, Esq.,M.P. 
John Allan, Esq- Thomas Lancaster, Esq. 
James Fraser, Esq. 
John Jones, Esq. 
LonpoN BANKERS. 
The Bank of England ; the City Bank. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. 


Bombay, Rangcon, Hong Kong, 
Kurrachee, Singapore, Shanghai, 
Calcutta, Batavia, Hankow. 
Akyab, 


The Corporationbuy andsell,and receive forcollection 
bills of exchange, payable at the above named places, 
issue letters of credit, undertake the purchase and sale of 
Indian Government and other securities, holdthem for 
safe custody, and receive interest or dividends as they 


become due. 


Deposits of money are received for not less than 12 


months, bearing interest at five percent. per annum, and 
for longer periods at a higherrate. 


(oOMPTOIR D'ESCOMPTE DE PARIS 





Incorporated hy National Decrees of 7th and Sth of 
March, 1848, and by inpecairemee of20th July, 1854, 
d 3latof December, 1866. 
“Becognisedby theInternatioval Convention of 30th 
April, 1862. 
Francs. Peer 
Subscribed Capital ... . 80,000,000 ... £3,200.000 
Capital paid *E, s+ «ve 60,000,000 .., £2,400 000 
Do. ar. 15, 1868 16 


1,000,000 ... £400,600 
Do, Sept. 15, 1868 10,000,000 ,,, £400,000 
Reserve’ Fund ee vee 20,000,000 .,, £800,000 


Heap Orrice.—14 Rue Bergere, Paris. 
Aqencres At—London, Calentta, Bombay, Shangha 
Hong Kong.Saigon (Cochin-China), Bourbon/ Reunion.) 

Lonpon Bankers.—The Union Bank of London, 

Lonvon Acency.—13, Leadenhall-street,E.C. 
MaNacer.—G. Pietsch. 
Sunp-ManaGer.—Theod. Dromel, 

The London Agency grants Drafts and Letters of 
Credit, and purchases or collects Bills payable at the 
above-named places. . x 

The Agency will conduct Banking business of every 
description with the Continent, India, China, &c., upon 
erms to be asertained at the (ffice. t 


HARTERED MERCANTILE BANK o 
INDIA, LONDON, and CHINA. 


Incorporated by Royal Charter. 


Paid-up Capital, £750,000, 
Reserve Fund, £145,902 14s, 8d. 


Bankers, 
Bank of England; London Joint-Stock Bank. 
Branches and Agencies in India, Ceylon, Straits Settle- 
ments, China, and Japan. 


The Bank receives money on deposit, buys and sells 
bills of exchange, issues letters of credit and circular 
notes, and transacts banking and agency business in ‘con- 
nection with the East, on terms to he had on application. 
1465, Od Broad-street, London, E.C. 


PIGNATEL & CO., 
STOREKEEPERS, 
GENERAL MERCHANTS 
AND 
COMMISSION AGENTS: 
NAGASAKI 
JAPAN. 


TUPPER ANDCOMPANY. 


MANUFACTURERS OF PATENT GAL- 
VANISED IRON, in Sheets, Tiles, Iron Roofs 
Sheds Cisterns, Pails .Gutters,Wirefor Fencing, &c. 
WORKSAT BIRMINGHAM ANDLONDON. 
Orrickrs—614, MOORGATE-STREET LONDON 
Merchants ’ordersexecuted withdespate 


SOUTHERN, QUILTY, & Co. 


MERCHANTSANDAGENTS 
84, FencHURCH-sTREET, Lonpon, E.C. 

















RENCH MAIL STEAM 


. MESSINA, ALEXANDRIA, ADEN 
GALLE (Ceylon), PONDICHERRY, MA- 
DRAS CALCUTTA,SINGAPORE. BATAVIA SAIGON, 


| 
MESSINA, ALEXANDRIA, ADEN, SEYCHELLES 


Forpassage freight, andinformation applytoB.W.and 
G .H.FLetcure 

and Co., Liverpool; at the offices of the Services Mari- 

times des Messageries [mperiales in Paris, Lyons, Bor- 
deaux,and Marseilles; or toSmituandCo., Rotterdam. 
e*s Passengers eastward of Suez securing their berths 
in London «reentitled to the conveyance of their lug- 


Peg BANK of INDIA, AUS- 


HeapOrrice—HATTON-COURT, THREADNEEDLE 


Wm. Macnanghtan, Esq. 
Joseph R. Morrison, Esq 


6, Harp-lane, Great Tower-street, London, E.C 


H M. CARTER, late of Shanghai, having 
* established himself at the above Address as SHIP. 
PING AND COMMISSION AGENT, undertakes to 
merit the fullest confidence ofthose who may favour him 
with business, 


CANADIAN NEWS. 
Published every Thursday, price 4d., post free, 5d. 


(ONTENTS, Thursday, March 12th:— 

“Mining in Canada,” “ Quebec und a Houssted 
Law,” “ Timber of British North America,” “ Budgets 
of Ontario and Quebec,” © Nova Scotia und Repeal of 
Confederation,” “ British Columbia,” “ The Huuson’s 


Bay Company Monopoly.” 

Office: 11, Clement’s-lane, Lombard-street, E.C. 

A LADY, long accustomed to the CARE 

and EDUCATION of CHILDREN, whose residence 
is situated in the healthiest part of Surrey, is desirous 
of _t upa FEW VACA NCIES about to occur in her 
establishment. The purity and mildness of the air render 
the situation eminently suitable to children from India 
and China. Parents residing in the East who may intrast 
their chiléren to her clarge may rely on the utmost 
attention being paid to their moral and material welfare, 
in proof of which she refers with coufidence to the under. 
mentioned gentlemen :— 

Rev. E. Garbett, M.A, Incumbent, Christ Church, Sur- 
biton; Boyle and Bampton Lecturer; Select Preacher, 
Oxford; and Chaplain to the Bishop of Peterborough. 

45 r C. Giffard, M.A., Vicar of Hartley Wintney, 

ants. 

Rev. J. Green, M.A., Curate of St, Mary's, Islinzton. 

Hurdinge Giffard, Esq., Q.C., Chester-place, Hyde-park, 

N. E Grevens, Esq., F.R.C.S., Connaught.square, yde- 

rk 








park. 
C. T. Willson, Esq , Hong Kong and London. 
A. Sandeman. Esq., Calcutta and Surbiton. 
—— Esq., igh P ramen Blackheath. 
or terms apply to Miss Peyton, the Shrubb ~ 
biton Gill, Banas, England. ese 


CAUTION. 
HE GROSS FRAUDS which continue to 


be practised by obscure manufacturers, more par- 
icularlyin Germany, by imitating the Labels attached 
to JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s PERFUMERY, render 
it imperative upon the Proprietorsto Caution the public 
against such nefariousproceedings, and to request their 
friends and patrons to purchase only of respectable 
dealers, who import direct from JOHN GOSNELL end 
Co,. and invite special attention to the address. RED 
BULL WHARF, 93. UPPER THAMES-STRERT. late 
of 12. ThreeKing-court. Lombard-street. London. B.C, 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’sSKLECT PERFUMES. — 
Ess Bouquet, Royal Yacht Club Bouquet, Jockey Club 
Perfume, Essence of Wood Violet. Victoria Bovguet, 
Garibaldi Bouquet, Frengipanni, Military Bougnet, The 
Bride’s Bouonet. Tea Rose. Russian Leather Perfume, 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s oilet Vinegar, Inex- 
hanstible Salts, Aromatic Vinegar, Aromatic Eau de 
Cologne. 

JOHN GOSNFELL and Co.’s Princeof Wales Perfumes 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s Princess Alexandra 
Perfume. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s La Noblesse Perfume, 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.'s La Noblesse Pomade 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s La Noblesse Soap. 
pe GOSNELL and Co.’s Real Old Brown Windsor 

Onn. 

JOHN GOSNELT and Co.’s Golden Oil—Moelline— 
Macassar Oil, Rear’s Grease, &c,. for the Hair, 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co,’s Extra Highly Scented 
Toiletand Nursery Powder. 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s Stereodesmic or Dentist 
Tooth Brushesand Trichosaron Hair Brushes, warranted 
to purchasers. 

JOHN GOSNELLand Co.’s Instantaneons Hair Dyed 

JOHN GOSNELL and Co.’s Cherry Tooth Paste 1g 
greatly superior to any tooth powder, gives the teeth a 
pearl-like whiteness, protectsthe enamel from decay, and 
imparts a pleasing fragrance to the breath. 

Orders executed on receipt of 10 per cent. of the 
cova cash, the balance being drawnfor through a 

anker. 





THE LONDON AND CHINA EXPRESS 
oe SUBSCRIPTION to this JOURNAL 


for three numbers per month js 54s. per Annnm, 
and to the Export Supplement 12s. per Annum, including 
postage, ria Marseilles. Vol. X. was commenced on the 
10th of January, 1868. Terms for Advertising, 2s. 6d 
per five lines ; and 6d. for each additional line, 
Subscriptions and Advertisements reccived abroad by 
the following Agents :— 
Pari .ccscsccesesee erences G. W. Yapp, 4, Place Pentagonale 
Bonlevard Pereire. 
Mr. Oncken. 








Hamburg 










Amsterdam . Loman & VrrstER. 

Rotterdam . Hoos & Kruyr. 

New York .. Witurr & Rocers. 

GON .. 0000+ «+» Cowasske Dinsnaw. 

Point de Galle. + Freox. Piters. 

Colombo peas * J. Mairtann & Co. 

Lael Singepore sn? } Jom Litre & Co., Singapore. 
Penang.....+.... .» SANDILANDS, Butrery & Co. 


Saigon .... Riseiro & Co. 
Bangkok 


Batavia... -. Hunter, Hoventon & Co. 
Anjer — Straits of 


‘Saida\.. fy } G. Scnurr, Anjer Hotel. 
thy ore PuItiirs, Moors, & Co. 
on; ong, Canton, 
wicks, nes Santon, } J.B. Morris, Hong Kong. 
. + Beriamy & Co. 
Hepor & Co, 
Hi. Foss & Co. 
« James HeNpDERSON, 
Nagasaki—Japan .., Pranater & Co. 
Yokohama ,, Watkins & Hansarpbs. 
OFFICE, 2, COWPER’S-COURT, CORNHILL, E.C. 
(Over the Jerusalem.) 
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HARMONIUMS. 


OF GREAT MADEEXPERESSLY 
PURITY OF TONE euaeaune 
AND 


gU 3STANTIAL WOREMANSHIP EXTREME CLIMATES. 





PRICES:— a is 
Without Stops in Solid Maho any, Walnut, or Oak Cases,packedin Zinc Case os 
With Firestops, Flute, Cor Cuglais.Teemolo,Sourdine, and Expression,packed in Zine 
With Eightstops,includingthe beautiful Voix Celeste yackedin Zine eee 
ac., &c. &e. 


we one £6 6 
we 9 9 
oe 1218 


Send fortllustratedCatalogue to 


JULIUS LAYLAND AND CO,, 


67, BLACKMAN-STREET, BOROUGH. 
City Depotr—2, SOUTHAMPTON-BUILDINGS, HOLBORN, LONDON. 


eee 
THE ALEXANDRA PRINTING INK COMPANY, 


1, BOUVERIE-STREET, FLEET-STREET, 
LONDON, E.C. 














INKS SPECIALLY ADAPTED FOR ALL CLIMATES. 


Contractors for the supply of Ink to the “ StanpaRp,” “ Morxixa HERALD,” and numerous 
Provincial Newspapers. 


The attention of Shippers is requested to the fact that the only Medal granted for Printing Inks 
at the French Exhibition was awarded to the Alexandra Company. 


Orders to be addressed to Mr. E. T. DUNN, Manager. 


a nay ee 
WALKER’S CRYSTAL CASE WATCHES. 
PRIZE MEDALS, LONDON, 1862; PARIS, 1867. 


JOHN WALKER, 
CHRONOMETER, WATCH, AND CLOCK MANUFACTURER 


(BY APPOINTMENT), TO THE 
English, Indian, Colonial, and Foreign Railways, 
68, CORNHILL, 230, REGENT STREET, & 76, STRAND, 


LONDON. 
J. W. 


begs to call attention to his Crystal Case Watch, which, on account of its great 
Watch, being much stronger, and more convenient. Silver, from £6 68.; Gold, from £15 15s. 


strength and accuracy, is superseding ail others, It obviates the necessity of a hunting-cased 
ARTHUR SANCSTER, 
Jeweller, Watchmaker, and Diamond Merchant, 


19, COCKSPUR STREET, PALL MALL, LONDON, 8.W., 
H4s on view a large and varied stock of Jewellery, Watches, Clocks, &c., all of 


the newest desizns and best quality. 
Gold English 











Ladies’ Gold Geneva Watches 
Gentlemen's ditto ... ose 
Ditto Silver ... A sea 


5 to 12 guineas 

8tol4 ,, Silver ditto... 
awe 2t0 4 vy Gold Chains ... wee 
Two years’ warrantry given with each Watch. 


A large and choice assortment of Diamond and Gem Rings, Pins, §c. 
OLD GOLD ARD SILVER WATCHES, &c., TAKEN IN EXCHANGE, 


ARTHUR SANGSTER, 19, COCKSPUR-STREET, PALL-MALL, LONDON 
ai SUPERFINE PERPUMERY & TOILET SOAPS. 
ED. PINAUD, iP 3¢ Mart agg. PARIS. 


Rue St. Martin, No. 298. 
EP: PINAUD, whose House we specially IS Establishmentis the only one of its 


recommond is distinguished by the strictly hy- kind in which the recent Discoveriesin Chemistry 

giencaad tonic quality ofhis productions.and forthis | andthe Arts have been putintopractice. The proof is 

season hisarticles arcin high favour with the beax LL re Say the Medalatthe lust London 
xhibition. 


nde. 4 
The Productions of this House may be obtained at the Chieg 
Perfumersin Franceand Abroad. 


RENOWNED ARTICLES 


FOR HIS SPECIAL PREPARATIONS SPECIALLY RECOMMENDED. 
FROM THE FAMOUS Dp EXTRACT OF VERBINA FOR THE 


ee, TOILET. 

VIOLETS OF PARMA. EAU DE COLOGNE EXTRA STRONG 

ESSENCE OF VIOLETS FOR THE M , EXQUISITESCENTS FORTHEHAND 
MANDKERCHIEF. 


es, SW KERCHIEF. 
ViOLET POMADE LIQUEFIED. OePEl TIGIENIC ELIXIR FOR THE 
FMOLLIENT VIOLET SOAP 


PreN MOUTH. 
SUPERVINE VIOLET POWDER: fee SUPERFINE MILK OF LETTUCE 
AU DE TOILETTE, STRAWBERRY 


SOAP. 
AND VIOLET,COLD CREAM BAU EMOLLIENT POMADE FOR PRE 
DE LAVANDE AMBREE PER- SERVINGAND BEAUTIFYINGTHE 
FUMED OILS te. HAIR. 


ever Watche . 12 to 25 guineas 
ae - 5tol4 
. 3 to 20 


” 





” 
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> 
an 
FLEURS. 
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EORGE FRED. WEST'S POPULAR 
MUSIC for the PIANOFORTE.—GEMS from the 
GREAT MASTERS for the PIANOFORIE. By G. F. 
WEST. Sacred, 30 nambers; secular, 36 nunbers; Ss. 
each number; free each fur 19 stamps. ; 

“A standard work with those tcachers who wish to 
infuse into the minds of their ey a taste for classical 
authors, and will also be found a valuable acquisition to 
the amateur.”—G LoBE. 

“Most simply yet effectively arranged.” —STANDARD. 

“Mr, West has been very happy in his arrangement. 
ag Quite a lesson in legato playing. . . . Am 
exercise in brilliant execntion.”—DaILy NEws. 

“ Arranged with Mr. Weat’s accustomed elegance.”— 
CHURCHMAN. 

“Selected and arranged with 
with a commendable reverence 
tion."—LONDON JOURNAL. 

“ Mr. West confers an inestimable boon upon the lovers 
of the highest kiud of harmony.”—ILLusTRATED NEWws 
oF THK Worb. 

“Likely to refine and elevate the mind.” —ABERDEEN 
Heracp. ; 

“Mr. West has acquired « power to simplify whatever 
he selects for arrangement.” — PorTSMOUTH GUARDIAN. 

“One of the best of our musical serials. . . . The 
arrangement by Mr. West is most masterly.”—JLLUs- 
TRaTKD Lonpon News, 

A list of contents free by post. 

Loxnpon: ROBERT COCKS and CO., New 
Burlington -street. 


BY ROYAL COMMAND 


@ 
STEELPENMAKER an 38 TOTHE QUEEN 
les$ 
JOSEPH QGILLOTT, 
VICTORIA WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 
Respectfully directs the attention of the 
CommercialPublic, and of all who use 
STEEL PENS, 
the [NcomPaARABLy ExceLteNxce of his productions 


which, for Quanity oF MaTeRIaL, Easy Action, and 
Great DoxaBiLity, willinsure universalpretercuce. 


Every Packet bears the Fac-simileof his Signature, 


iden, 


They can be obtained Retail of every Dealer inthe 
World; Wholesale at the Works, Graham-street, Bir 
mingham; and at the Branch Mstublishments, 91, Jobn- 
street, New York; and 47, Gracechurch-street, London. 


BISHOP'S 
EFFERVESCENT CITRATE OF MAGNESIA, 
INVENTED, (NTRODUCED, AND PREPARED BY 


ALFRED BISHOP, Manufacturing Chemist, 


7& 18, SPECK’s FIELD'S, MILEEND NEW TOWN, 


eat taste and skill, and 
or the composer's inten- 








LONDON. 
HIS perfectly white and delicately clean 
granulated preparation possesses remarkable cffer- 
vescent qualities, which far surpasses the ordinary Seid- 
litz Powder im its cooling. refreshing, and mild aperient 
properties, a8 well as in its flavour asa saline draught. 
It is particularly well adapted for women and young 
children, on account of its most agreeabl flavour and 
inild effect. 

N.B. The genuine has the name BISITOP upon the 
Bottle, also the Name and Trade Mark upon the Label, 
and is sold in convenient sizes, and secured in so perfect 
a manner that it may be shipped with safety to any part 
of the world. 

Manufacturer also of Cranulated and Effervescent 
Carbonate of Iron, Citrate of Iron, Citrate of Quinine, 
Citrate of Quinine aud Iron. Carbonate of Lithia in 
Tubes, Citrate of Lithia, Vichy Salt, Seidlitz Mixture, 
and allother Granulated Preparatiuns. 

In Cuancery.— Caution, — Bisnop’s GRANULAR 
FrFervescent CitRaTs oF MaGnesia.—Mr. Bishop, 
havirg discovered that the Label which he has used for 
the last five years was being imitated, recently applied to 
the Count or CHANCERRY for an INJUNCTION to restrain 
suchimitation. Theinjunction wasimmediately gran.ed, 
and the defendant was ordered to pay all Mr. Bishop’s 
costs and destroy the labels complained of. 

Mr. Bishop is determined to stop the imitation of his 
label, and will, without notice or delay, tke proceedings 
in Chancery against any person who may copy or co- 
lourably imitate the same. 

DINNEFORD’S FLUID MAGNESIA 
HE Medical Profession for Thirty Years 

. have approved of this Pure SOLUTION OF 
MAGNESIA as the best remedy for ACIDITY OF THE 
STOMACH, HEARTBURN, HEADACHE, GOUT, and 
INDIGESTION ; and us the best mild aperient for delicate 
constitutions, for LADIES. CHILDREN, and INFANTS 
and for regular use in WARM CLIMATES. 


DINNEFORD & CO. 
CHEMISTS, &c., 
172, NEW BOND-STREET, LONDON 
And of all cther Chemists throughout the world. 
N.B —Askfor Dinnerorp’s Maguesia. 


paneer es eee ere eee 
OLLOWAY'S PILLS.—xeEatry’s Forn- 
TAIN.—It cannot surely be necessary to remind 
any intelligent reader that the purity of the blood deter- 
mines evcry invalid’s health and vigour. Holloway’s 
medicine searches out the slightest taint in the vital 
fluid, and ‘neutralises or expels it, so that the circulatien 
surports the system in place of sowing the seeds of de- 
cay. When epidemics ure advancing, and disease is 
steadily on the increase, it behoves every one to have a 
restorative like these Pills ready to set right any irregn- 
larity in stomach, liver, bowels, or kidneys, Holloway's 
treatment 1s especially suitable for the young, delicate, 
and nervous, Who are most susceptible of any prevailing 
sickness, and whom violent measures would endanger 
little less than the epidemic. 
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PIANOFORTES.—GAUTION. Siete codar ree aia 


* OPEAN, CHINA, AND INDIAN WORK 
HE undersigned beg to caution purchasers of Pianos against a fraudulent use of their ave = 2 , 
fi names. Genuine *‘Allison”’ Pianos should all bear the names of ee ALLISON and Sons,’ and the INE, BEER CHAMPAGNE, and 


Trade Mark, a Globe. SPIRITS of thebestquality . Bombay-mad« Soda 
Water and Lemonade. Perfumery,Confectionery Oul- 


RALPH ALLISON & SONS, 108 and 109, WARDOUR STREET, LONDON, W. man’s Stores,and Stationery of everydescription. Sol 


2 8 i * . 
Price Lists of every description of Instrument forwarded, and all orders are carefully packed and shipped. ium rN e ou 


INSTRUMENTS PREPARED Expness£y ron Hot Cuimartes. Drawing and Reading-roomtrce to Passengers. 
THE * LONDON AND CHINAEXPRESS,”’ON SALE 


THE CHINA AND JAPAN AGENCY. 


For the Purchase and Shipment of Goods of all kinds to Ports in China and Japan. Orders 
tor Furniture, Stores, Books, and Personal Requirements of every description promptly executed, 
either by Overland Route or Clipper Sailing Vessels. The articles in all cases are carefully 
selected by persons who have had personal experience of the wants of residents in China and Japan. 








NEW ARRANGEMENTS. 


From this date Subscriptions to the ‘LONDON AND CHINA EXPRESS” will be 
regarded as Subscriptions to this AGENCY also. Henceforward, therefore, Subscribers to the 
« Tonpon AND Cutna Express ” will be entitled to the execution of orders 


FREE OF COMMISSION. 


To Non-Subscribers the terms will be, as heretofore, Two-and-a-Half per cent. on Orders ovey 
£50, and Five per cent. on Orders for a less amount, 
Purchases and Sales of Bank or other Shares, Government Securities, &c., effected at } per cent. 


Orders should be accompanied either by a remittance, or a reference for payment in London. 
All communications to be addressed, and remittances made payable, to 


THE MANAGER, 
CHINA AND JAPAN AGENCY, 
2, Cowper’s-court, Cornhill, London, E.C. 


Ke Wethy » e 
SEU UES 
oe fis be 





LE SAVON ROYAL DE THRIDACE DE VIOLET. 


ERFUMER-CHEMIST, Purveyor by Appointment to Her Majesty the Empress of the French, the Courts of England, Spain, and Russia. 
The only Soap of the kind recommended by the Faculty for Health and the Beauty of the Skin. To avoid deception sce the Trapge Mark, with 
the inscription A LA Reine pes Asetuies. To be had of all Chemists and Perfumers, 


Panis: 12, BOULEVARD DES CAPUCINES ROTONDE DU GRAND HOTEL. Loxpon: 11, GREAT CASTLE-STREET, REGENT-STREET 
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THE 77 and 78, OXFORD- STREET, THE 
CITY HOUSE, — ___LONDON. _ ROYAL 


71 & ra casi, M AP P| N NV AN D WE 5 B, preci 
MANUFACTURING SILVERSMITHS, ELECTRO PLATERS, 
; AND TABLE KNIFE MAKERS, &c., &c. 
"he ia ELECTRO SILV "F :DINNER SERVICES. 


Tfiii GRECIAN PATTERN. 





= ——a 














MAPPIN & WEBB are the most emi- 
nent Makers of Spoons and Forks either 
in London or Sheffield. 





ENREE AND SIDE DISHES. 
£8 10s, £10, £12, £16 16s. 


,50UP TUREENS. 
£5, £10! Os.,, 3a8 ey £13. 


ELECTRO-SILVER 
ELECTRO-SILVER 


Tea and Coffee Urns, 
Tea & Coffee Services.\ 
CANDELABRA, 


100 Elegant Varieties to choose from Fruit Stands, Tea Ts 


£5 58. to £21. SPOONS AND FORKS. 


R.« 


ITALIAN PATTE RN. 





Table ‘cutlery, Ironmongery, Dressing Cases, Bags, &c.; the most costly Stocks in London. 
cri MAPPIN & WEBB, 77 AND 78, OXFORD-STREET, LONDON. 


COSTLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES ARE SUPPLIED ON APPLICATION. 
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